
Do you know anyone famous? - Are you related to anyone famous? - A guy I knew in Rochester went to college of Paul 
Allen, one of two co-founders of Microsoft, the other obviously being Bill Gates - if I remember correctly, one of my 
classmates in grade school was a descendent of George Washington - we know these are real people, but for most 
of us they are kind of remote, almost fantasy people - However, one was in classes with Paul Allen and the other 
had the some of the same genes as George Washington!

I think sometimes we do the same thing with Jesus - we think of Him as a way of being even more than we think of Him as 
a person!

It is good to remind ourselves that Jesus would want us to not eat too much, or to spend more time with our children, or to 
spend more time feeding the poor - But Jesus is so much more than a suggestion, a good idea, a way of life!

Jesus is an historical figure - the Second Person of the Trinity, God Himself, took on human nature and entered history, 
entered into our world!

Jesus is a divine person, yes, but He was on the face of the earth for 33 years - He walked around and looked like pretty 
much any other human person - Jesus is a real person, a historical person, a divine person!

This is why Peter, in the first reading, could say to those who he was evangelizing to, "You know what has happened all 
over Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and power. He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with him. We are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem."!

Peter was talking to people who had seen and heard about Jesus for themselves - they themselves were witnesses of the 
historical Jesus!

Peter then invites them to believe that Jesus also came to die and rise from the dead for the forgiveness of their sins - that 
He is not just merely an historical figure, but the Second Person of the Trinity, God Himself!

But we know this is not easy to do - it is easy to say, but not easy to do!
How many times do we get stuck seeking the things of this earth? - St. Paul, in his letter to the Colossians, admonishes 

them to seek the things that are above - St. Paul says if we have been raised with Christ, we should seek what is 
above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God!

How do we act like we believe? - By really believing - Do I really believe in Jesus and His resurrection? - Do I believe in 
the empty tomb?!

When Peter and John heard from Mary of Magdala that the stone had been rolled away, they went to see for themselves!
They ran because Jesus had become the center of their lives - whatever was going on with their best friend, their leader, 

they wanted to know!
They got there and looked in - they saw the burial cloths and believed - again, this isn’t some story in a dusty book - 

Jesus’ resurrection is an historical event!



Again, I have been to the tomb - when I was there as a seminarian, we had Mass at the tomb, the very tomb that Jesus 
rose from - the tomb and the place of the Crucifixion is enclosed by the Church of the Holy Sepulcher - I think I’ve 
mentioned this before, but here in America, if something is important historically, we put up a plaque and try to 
preserve it the way it was - in the east, if something is historically important they build a big church on that site!

So 2000 years later, you too can go to Jerusalem and look in the tomb - but hopefully it doesn’t take a trip to Jerusalem to 
believe in the Resurrection of Christ!

If we believe in the Resurrection of Christ, this has to radical change our lives - if we believe Jesus’ loves us enough to die 
and rise from the dead for us, our lives have to be impacted!

If we believe Jesus radically choose us, then we have to respond - we have to actively choose Christ - people seem to 
assume that the path to heaven is wide and the path to hell is narrow - however, we know this is false - Jesus said 
the exact opposite in Matthew 7:13, “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road board that 
leads to destruction, and those who enter through it are many. How narrow the gate and constricted the road that 
leads to life. And those who find it are few.”!

We have to choose the narrow path of the few - our society, our schools, our peers tell us we must conform to the path of 
the many - but we must be rebels - not rebels without a cause, but rebels with the cause of saving ourselves and 
others through the love of Christ!

Christ loves us - that’s why He died and rose again - not for His own glory, but for ours!
We must not only say we believe in Jesus and the new life we have in His Resurrection, but we must act like it too!
Jesus of the Resurrection presents to us the gift of true love - a love that gives freedom and life, life to the full!
So give Jesus your human life and He will give you His divine life - He can do this because He conquered sin and death!
Today we celebrate the historical event of the Resurrection of God from the dead - may our belief in Jesus and our 

knowledge that this was a supernatural event radically change our lives!
He has risen! Alleluia!!!


