
It’s the beginning of the end!
A month and half ago, we stepped out of ordinary time - we quit using green at Mass and started wearing purple - we entered into Lent - 

March 5th was Ash Wednesday - we put ashes on our foreheads to recognize that we were sinners in need of salvation from our 
sins, from our bad habits!

Now I’m partial to green, but purple is the color of penance!
We have spent the last month and a half training our wills to be in command of our desires instead of our desires being in command of 

us!
We now enter the beginning of the end - we enter into the most sacred 72 hours of the year!
Today is Holy Thursday - today we commemorate the Last Supper Jesus shared with His disciples!
In the first reading we hear about God describing to the Israelites, the Jews, how they were to celebrate the Passover, their freedom 

from slavery - they were to take a male lamb without blemish and slaughter it!
They were to take the blood and put it on their doorpost so that the angel would pass over their house - if not, the first born son would 

die - it was because of this that the King of Egypt finally let the Israelites go!
God then commanded Moses and Aaron to celebrate not just once, but to celebrate every year so that they would remember God 

saving them from slavery!
Hundreds of years later, Jesus, like a good Jew, celebrates the Passover with His friends!
But Jesus changes the words - He does something radical - He assumes the place of the sacrificial lamb - He says, “This is my body 

given for you. This is the cup of the new covenant in my blood. Do this in remembrance of me.”!
This is the institution of the Eucharist - the Last Supper is echoed at each Mass - In Mass we keep Jesus’ command to do this in 

remembrance of me!
It is in the Eucharist we receive physically the full force of God’s spiritual love for us - it is in the Eucharist that we receive Jesus Himself 

body, blood, soul, and divinity!
The two greatest acts of love is to touch someone intimately and the other is to die for them - Christ does both for us - He dies for our 

sins on the Cross and rises so we can have new life - and then He touches us physically and spiritually in the Eucharist - “This is 
my body given for you” - if we have the faith to see it, we recognize that the Eucharist at Mass is the greatest act of love we 
encounter each week!

Jesus being body, blood, soul, and divinity in the Eucharist wasn’t some teaching that Catholics made up in the 16th century - some of 
our Protestant brothers and sisters would want you to believe that - no, we see that St. Paul in his letter to the Corinthians 
believes in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist - scholars believe St. Paul wrote the letter to the Corinthians in the 50’s, 
so 20 to 25 years after Jesus had celebrated the Last Supper - so right away, the early Christians recognized that the Eucharist 
was not ordinary bread and wine - no, the Eucharist was really the body and blood of Christ!

Just as Jesus gave His Apostles the power to do that night, Jesus gives all validly ordained priests the power to change bread and wine 
into His Body and Blood!

Thus, tonight we also celebrate the birth of the Christian priesthood - at the Chrism Mass, the Mass where the oils are blessed by the 
bishop, the priests also renew their priestly promises - however, because our diocese is so long and it might be hard for priests 
in our diocese to celebrate the Chrism Mass together in one place and still get back to their parishes to celebrate the Mass of the 



Last Supper, the diocese is allowed to celebrate the Christ Mass on a different day - thus here in the Diocese of Winona, we 
celebrate the Chrism Mass on Monday of Holy Week!

In John chapter 6, Jesus says we must eat His body and drink His blood if we are to have eternal life in heaven - this section of the Bible 
is called the Bread of Life discourse!

Since John says this earlier in the Bible, John, at the Last Supper does not focus on the Institution of the Eucharist, but rather on the 
washing of feet!

Now some people are really skittish about their feet and how they look - one time a woman told me I have beautiful feet - I didn’t know 
what to say then and I still don’t - maybe it is because feet have a reputation of being smelly and dirty!

This was even more true in Jesus time - when people walked everywhere and all roads and paths were dirt, people’s feet got dirty quite 
quickly and thoroughly - so washing one’s feet was only done by the lowest of the lowest servants!

He showed them what servant leadership looked like by washing their feet!
I’m assuming none of you take a bubble bath every day !
As nice and relaxing as it is, it just isn’t practical!
Not that I would know - I think some of the smells, and even the name of some of the smells, of the bubble bath stuff at Bath 

and Body Works is enough to scare a guy!
Since people’s feet got dirty so easily, it was impractical to try and keep your feet clean all day long because they were 

constantly getting dirty!
So by the end of the day, people’s feet would be very dirty!
This is why Jesus can say practically, metaphorically, and theologically, to Peter that it is only necessary to wash his feet!
Compared to their feet, the rest of their bodies were relatively clean!
And yet Jesus, who is God and the Apostles call Master and Teacher, reaches out to His disciples and washes their feet!
Jesus is their leader and yet he serves!
Jesus is God, creator of the universe, and yet He does this for us!
How much more must we do this for others!
We must lead each other to holiness by serving each other!
This is what all the saints did so well !
Many of the saints took this very literally - one of the more radical saints lived in our own lifetimes!
Blessed Mother Theresa of Calcutta served Jesus by serving the poor, sick, and dying around her!
We receive the vertical in Mass - we receive Jesus, God Himself, body, blood, soul, and divinity in the Eucharist - Jesus 

loves us and comes to us in a physical radical way - the grace and love we share is suppose to fuel us to do the 
horizontal!

It should propel us to love and serve our brothers and sisters in the world!
This evening, as we begin our celebration of Jesus’ passion, his dying and rising for us, to save us, may we again ponder the 

great gift of the Eucharist anew and allow the wonder of God’s great love for us propel us to serve those around us


