
I am not a fan of modern art
Looking at a bunch of tacks on the floor looks messy and as if they were randomly placed
Or a canvas with a single splash of paint on it - to me it looks like something a 3 year old could have done
I obviously need to take an art appreciation class
Supposedly it is all about balance and color and white space and negative space
I just don’t see it - however it is also true that I haven’t taken the time to learn and understand modern art better
I haven’t taken the time to prepare my mind and my heart to better understand and appreciate modern art
This morning we hear maybe the second most famous parable of Jesus - the first being the Prodigal Son
Jesus speaks in parables to make the message, the big truths of heaven, easier to understand
He uses images and ideas that his audience is familiar with
For some though, they did not have the eyes to see or the ears to hear
But what are we to see and hear in this parable?
What is the truth of the Kingdom of Heaven that Jesus is trying to tell us?
Usually Jesus does not explain his parables, but here Matthew records Jesus’ explanation to His disciples
God the Father is the one who spreads the seed, Jesus, the Word made flesh, about the different soils, on the souls of all
We know from the first reading that God’s Word does not return to Him void, but achieves what He desires it to do
Even so, God does not force us to understand and apply His messages to our lives
Some of our souls are like the path - we hear the word of God, but since it hasn’t taken root in our souls, we don’t 

understand it - because of this the evil one quickly convinces us that what we heard is wrong
Some of our souls are like the rocky ground - we hear and receive and understand the Word of God and we are all excited 

- we become Jesus freaks to borrow a phrase from the 70’s, 80’s, and 90’s - I often think of youth retreats - the kids 
get all excited about Jesus and being a disciple, but once they get home, they go back to their old habits - in the 
long term nothing changes - this isn’t entirely their fault - we need to do a better job at Catholic Churches providing 
ways for youth to connect with Christ

Some of our souls are like the soil surrounded by thorns - Jesus says they are the ones who hear the word, but are lured 
away by anxiety and the lure of riches - we can all get caught up in worrying about things of the world - the danger 
is when we start to rely on and get anxious about our monetary worth for our happiness instead of our relationship 
with Christ

Some of our souls are like the good soil - the word of God is thrown upon us - we let it since deep into our souls where it 
can be nurtured and grow to be a big, tall, strong plant that yields a 30, 60, 100 fold

We let the Word of God change our lives
However, in order to know and live the Word of God, we need to read or have someone read to us, the Word of God - 

then we need to study it and understand it



I’m sure many of you have run into people from other denominations that seem to know the Bible quite well - they can 
quote you whole passages and they’ll tell you exactly which book, chapter, and verse it is

Being Catholic is not an excuse for not knowing the Bible
Now it is true that in the past, people were not encouraged to read the Bible on their own
For the first, what, 1300, 1500 years of Christianity, all books, and thus all Bibles, had to be hand written - thus each 

Church might only have one copy of the Bible; therefore it was something to protect and guard lest it get damaged 
on purpose or on accident - but the printing press changed that

However, there some leaders in the church were hesitant to let people read the Bible on their own because they were 
afraid people would mis-interpret the Bible 

This is not completely unfounded as we now have an estimated 30-50 thousand different Christian denominations
However, Vatican II reiterated that we Catholics are to read the Bible and meditate upon its timeless truths
So-called Bible churches claim that the only source of truth they need is the Bible - they believe that the Bible is simple to 

interpret - the Holy Spirit will guide each person’s interpretation of it - if this is true and their is only one Holy Spirit - 
they how come there are such radically different interpretations - again, why are there 30-50 thousand different 
denominations, each understanding the Bible slightly differently?

That is why being a Catholic is a little more work - we are encouraged to read the Bible on our own - we are encouraged 
to pray with the Bible, but we need to make sure our interpretation isn’t in conflict with what the Catholic Church 
teaches

So if we read the Bible and think that God is using this verse to tell us we should be more patient, at least in my case, it 
would probably be true

However, if we read the Bible and think that God is telling us that the Eucharist is not really the body, blood, soul, and 
divinity of Jesus, then we need to rethink our interpretation

Bible studies are a great tool and have become more and more available at our Catholic Churches - however we have to 
make sure that it isn’t just a group of people sitting around saying whatever they feel like - Bible studies need to be 
grounded in the teachings of the Catholic Church - so it is good to meet and discuss what a certain passage means 
to you, but we need to make sure that our interpretations are in line with the interpretation of the Church

God has promised to protect the Church from teaching error in the matters of faith and morals - thus when a question of 
what a verse means, we know we can turn to and trust the Church for a right interpretation

As Catholics, we are a community, an international community, a world-wide community - we need to read the Bible as 
part of a larger community - there are tons of reflections and writings on every part of the Bible - just surf the 
internet if you want help understanding the Bible - but again check your sources - make sure it is a source you can 
trust to be true to the teachings of the Catholic Church - who under the guidance of the Holy Spirit is the ultimate 
interpreter of the Bible - this is because it was the early Catholic Church that, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 



wrote the Bible - So since the Catholic Church wrote the Bible, it would make sense that it would be the best one to 
interpret it

So again, we must spend time in the Word of God, in the Bible - we should take time every day to read a small portion of 
the Bible - it is the Word of God - maybe take some time as a family to read the coming Sunday readings - maybe 
read one reading a night as part of the family dinner prayer

Our souls must be good soil and let the Word of God sink into our souls and allow it to grow and change us to be better 
people - when we do, we will change those around us, we will change our society, our world for the better - our 
lives will yield a great harvest


