
Have you ever done anything crazy?
Why did you do it?
When I was in about fourth or fifth grade, the most awesome, most kind, most beautiful girl in my class asked if I wanted to 

go to the pool one hot summer day
Before I could go though, I need to do my paper route
That day I set a record - I don’t think anyone has delivered papers faster on foot before and since
My lungs were burning, my legs were tired, my shoulder hurt, but I didn’t care - I just kept running
I couldn’t wait to ride our bikes over to the pool together
So why did I do this?
Maybe you, like me, can think of hundred love songs that can help explain why
But why is this? Why are relationships, love so important to us? Why do spend so much money, time, energy and resources 

on love, on relationships?
Because we are built for love, for relationships
Love and relationships are at the core of what it means to be human
This is why we are willing to do almost anything just to give and receive love
This is how God created us - to be in relationship - ultimately a relationship with Him - all our yearnings and desires for 

relationship are completely satisfied only in God - this is how God created us
Those who figure this out and answer God’s call to accept His love and to return that love will eventually spend eternity with 

God in the Kingdom of Heaven
If this is true, if we are created for God and His love, to experience this in the Kingdom of Heaven, there should be nothing 

we wouldn’t do to get there
And this is what Jesus describes in the Gospel - this willing to do, to sacrifice everything for entry into the Kingdom of 

Heaven
The first parable is the treasure in the field - the person finds it, reburies it so no one else finds it, buys the field, maybe even 

for some ridiculous amount, all because he knows the treasure of even greater value is buried in that field
It would be like if someone allowed you to buy a lottery ticket after the numbers had been announced - you would easily pay 

the usual $1 cost of the ticket; heck you might even pay a couple million dollars for that ticket - but you would gladly 
do so, because an even greater value is waiting for you

The second parable is the pearl of great price - if you found something precious, something beautiful, something or someone 
priceless, no price is too great

God’s people, the Israelites, were precious, were a treasure to God
Solomon in the first reading was a young man whose father, King David had just died
He was now in charge of running the whole kingdom of Israel, God’s chosen people
He realized he did not have the skills to lead such a vast kingdom



So he prayed to God for wisdom
God was very pleased that Solomon prayed for an understanding heart to judge people and to distinguish right from wrong - 

a gift that would not directly bring happiness to himself, but a gift that would bring joy to his people
God wants to bring us joy as well - He loves us and wants us to have joy
Because he created us and designed us, He knows that a relationship with Him is what will bring us true joy
God himself is the great treasure worth selling all that we have
God himself is the pearl of great price worth selling all that we have
God is indescribable and so is our relationship with Him
So all our attempts to describe God and our relationship may hint at a truth, but in the end fall short
But if we look at Scripture it would seem that marriage is the least inadequate
Many, many times God describes His relationship with His people using the image of marriage, of spouses
It is in marriage, ideally, especially as a child growing up in a family with both a mom and a dad, that we see an image, an 

icon of God’s relationship with us
In marriage, ideally the spouses give themselves fully and unreservedly to the other body and soul - trust built up in love 

allows for this vulnerability without fear
This week is Natural Family Planning Awareness week - often Natural Family Planning is referred to as NFP
Natural Family Planning allows a couple to discern and prudently plan their families while allowing them to completely love 

the other person - to love even their spouse’s fertility without anything coming between them
Natural Family Planning allows couples to work with God and the way God made us and not against it
There is a reason why God created women so that they cannot get pregnant 100% of the time
For those of you who are older, we are a long ways past the rhythm method
For more information you can Google Couple-to-Couple league or Creighton method or ask one of the priests
Natural Family Planning is 99% effective if done faithfully - it can help couples postpone having a child and it can help 

couples conceive a child who were having problems
Marriages where couples practice NFP have a divorce rate of less than 5%
There are lots of reasons for this
If the wife just pops a pill, then the husband doesn’t have to do or think about it - there is no opportunity for discussion about 

family and future
But spouses that practice NFP have these discussion quite often - NFP is good for communication - for thinking about and 

talking about the future together
NFP allows couples to live out the promises they made on their wedding day, promises to be faithful, free, fruitful, and total
This makes sense when we understand that marital love is an icon of our love relationship with God
And when we’ve found God’s love, we will know that we have found the pearl of great price, the treasure worth selling 

everything for


