
Think back on when you were a child - for some of you this wasn’t that long ago 
Your parents told you what to do
Hopefully they told you these things because they loved you
Hopefully they told you these things because they wanted you to live a long happy life
They wanted you to know right from wrong, from what would keep alive from what would kill you
This is why they told you not to run out in front of cars
Now some of you are parents - the ones responsible for teaching your children right from wrong, good from evil
In the first reading, God makes the prophet Ezekiel responsible for telling the Israelites, the Jews, right from wrong
God says if he doesn’t tell them right from wrong, God will hold Ezekiel for the evil that will come to them
But if Ezekiel tells the Israelites what is right and wrong, even if they still choose to do the wrong things, God will not hold 

him responsible
This true as Christians - we are responsible for each other
This is what Jesus says in the Gospel
If someone wrongs you, do not seek revenge
If someone wrongs you, do not ignore it either
Instead, talk to them about it
Help them to see what they did wrong - they may not even be aware that they did something wrong
If they don’t listen to you, Jesus says to take it the matter to one or two witnesses
If they don’t listen to you and two or three witnesses, take the matter to the church - talk to a priest about it
But we must do all of this in love
We must not seek revenge - but only to help the person grow in holiness
This is hopefully how parents correct their children - not out of anger, but out of a desire for the child to be a better person
St. Paul in the second reading says that love is the fulfillment of the law
We must correct our brothers and sisters in Christ out of love
We must treat our neighbor, the people around us, as we would want to be treated
The other end of it is being told we need to change by someone else
It is not always easy to take criticism from another person, even if we feel they have our best interest in mind
But we must be humble and hear what they have to say
If we know they love us and want what is best for us, it would be a good thing to listen to what they have to say
If we truly want to become saints, and we should all want to become saints, then we need to listen to what others say
By listening to their ideas, we can become better people
It is not easy to listen but we need to 
If holiness, if heaven is our goal, we must do all we can to get there, even listen to the fraternal correction of others



When two or three are gathered, Jesus promised He is there
We must see Jesus is the people around us because we are the Body of Christ
We are the body of Christ - we are to help each other be better members of the body of Christ
As good mature Christians we must know how to give and receive correction in the love of Christ
Only then can you become the holy person God desires you to be


