
Tuesday, September 11, 2001 - I remember it well. I had just gotten to work in the Charlton Building of the Methodist 
Hospital in Rochester - I was going to catch up on the news on cnn.com

However, the cnn.com web site just wouldn’t load - finally I gave up and went upstairs to get some breakfast from the 
employee cafeteria - and that when I saw it on the TVs

That is my experience of where-were-you-when-the-towers-came-down - that is my experience of finding out about the 
event that transformed the US and the rest of world ever since

Now Catholic social theology has kind of had two currents running down through the past 2000 years concerning war
The earliest one is one of pacifism - people looked to Jesus’ refusal to fight back against those who crucified Him as an 

example of why Christians should be pacifists - also Christians would use their religion as their reason not to fight 
in the Roman Empire’s wars

However, another thought developed, which today is known as the Just War Theory or Just War Doctrine
The Just War Theory has two sets of criteria - one is establishing the right to go to war and the second is right conduct 

within war
Today I just want to focus on the first criteria - establishing the right to go to war
If you want to know more, just Google Just War Theory - there is a lot of good information out there
There are four principles in establishing the right to go to war:
One, the damage inflicted by the aggressor on the nation or community of nations must be lasting, grave, and certain; 

notice here it says aggressor - never is it OK to BE the aggressor - one can only go to war in defense - defense of 
the lives threatened by the aggressor

Two, all other means of putting an end to it must have been shown to be impractical or ineffective;
Three, there must be serious prospects of success;
Four, the use of arms must not produce evils and disorders graver than the evil to be eliminated. The power of modern 

means of destruction weighs very heavily in evaluating this condition - in his writings, Pope John Paul II suggested 
that this might not be possible any more considering the destruction possible by modern warfare

The Catechism of the Catholic Church says the assessment to go to war must be made by “those who have responsibility 
for the common good." In modern nation-states, this means the government, a government or leader that can make 
rational decisions

Now, I am not trying to make political or social judgments, but just stating facts
The fact is that the Vatican (so not necessarily Pope John Paul II personally) officially said that the US going to war in 

Afghanistan fit the criteria of the Just War Theory
However, the Vatican officially said that the US going to war in Iraq did not fit the criteria of the Just War Theory
Theologians then and now debate whether the Vatican applied the criterias correctly



As we commemorate the heroism, the patriotism, the self-sacrifice, the blessings that flowed from the tragedy ten years 
ago, today’s readings challenge us to move on

Now this doesn’t mean to forget the past, but to move on from it
Today’s readings are blatantly about forgiveness
The first reading begins by telling us it is the sinner who holds onto wrath and anger
Sirach goes on to say that if we expect forgiveness and mercy from God, we must give forgiveness and mercy to our 

neighbor, even the neighbor who is unjust
We need to know and experience God’s forgiveness and mercy - it is available to us anytime - the refrain for the Psalm is 

“The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich in compassion”
I went to Confession this past week - the peace and tranquility and lightness I felt afterwards was amazing - I cannot  

encourage you enough to go
Yes, even priests go to Confession - especially me - I willing to bet that I will have to spend more time in Purgatory than 

any of you - wait, maybe that is why - because I’m willing to bet and gamble - I guess I’ll be going back this week
Actually, one wise person once told me to aim for heaven because of you miss, you go to Purgatory - but if you aim for 

Purgatory and miss, well, yeah, too bad
Again, if God is willing to show forgiveness and mercy to us, we must do the same to our neighbors, to those around us, 

even the ones that annoy us
God is perfect justice - every little sinful act hurts Him immensely - so not only are our sins against our neighbor, but even 

more so against God
So if God can forgive us of our sins that hurt Him infinitely greatly, more than we could ever imagine, we need to be able 

to forgive each other’s sins that hurt us finitely
Jesus describes this well in the parable today
Now being the good mathematician geek that I was as a kid, I started a count down - Oh, that’s one more time I’ve 

forgiven my brother Daniel - I only have to forgive him 76 more times
Well that’s not how it works - in the Bible, the number seven is the number of perfection, of completeness - think of the 

creation story
So by saying seventy-seven times, Jesus is symbolically saying you need to completely and perfectly forgive your brother 

or sister an infinite amount of times
In the parable, when the servant goes before the king and the king demands that he pay back his debt, he begs and 

pleads for his life because he doesn’t have the dough, the coin, to pay the king back for the huge debt that he owes
The king doesn’t just give him more time or a lower interest rate, but he forgives the debt completely - this should remind 

us of what Jesus did for us on the Cross



Jesus died on the Cross to forgive all our sins - all He asks for in return is that we love Him and follow His commandments 
to the best of our ability

Because if we don’t, God will judge us with the amount of mercy, or lack there of, that we judge our brother or sister
We see this in the servant afterwards - he runs into someone who owes him a much smaller debt than he was just 

forgiven of and demands that he pay him - when the man says he can’t, he beats him up
Now justice is a good thing - but we must see that in our fallenness and sinfulness that we are not always just - therefore 

we must have compassion and understanding when others are not just to us - we must be ready to forgive them
Not to disappoint you, but this is impossible to do - to be completely forgiving and merciful with all of our brothers and 

sisters
That is why we need help - we need the grace of God to help us
In 2008, Bishop Harrington consecrated the Diocese of Winona to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
This past week, Bishop Quinn, reconsecrated the Diocese of Winona to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Bishop Quinn now wants to do this annually
At the end of the pews you will find a brochure on what this means
Bishop Quinn has also invited priests to consecrate each parish in the diocese to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
So in a little bit, I will pray the prayer found in the upper part of the middle section on the inside
Also there, you will find the prayer that Bishop Quinn used to reconsecrated the diocese of Winona to the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary
On the back you will find a prayer that you can use to consecrate yourself or your family to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Also, the brochure mentions St. Louis de Montfort’s Total Consecration - one of my classmates in seminary, now a priest, 

did this Total Consecration to Mary and said it transformed his life - he says it is one of reasons he even became a 
priest

Another thing mentioned in the brochure is the First Saturday Devotion - Bishop Quinn also encourages us to say a daily 
Rosary

I will let you read about these on your own time, but I cannot encourage you enough to do these things
If you want to make living out today’s Gospel message of forgiving others and being merciful to them - if you want to make 

living this out easy, consecrate yourself to Mary
Mary will intercede to give you the graces you need to live a holy life
She won’t make life easy, but she will make facing life’s hardships easy
In forgiving our brothers and sister, Jesus is giving us a challenge, a tall task; one that is impossible to do on our own
But if we constantly consecrate ourselves to His Blessed Mother in her Immaculate Heart and receive the graces she 

mediates, then we will most definitely eventually accomplish the task of constantly forgiving our brothers and 
sisters and having mercy upon them



This is necessary because if we are going to defeat terrorism, we must let Mary help us defeat the terrorism, the sin, 
inside each one of our own hearts

If the great peace of the world that Mary promised at Fatima is going to happen, it must start inside each one of us


