
In most team sports there are two teams in each game
At the end of the game there is a winner and a loser
Everyone knows the point of the game is to be on the winning team and not be on the losing team
Even kids games where they don’t keep track of score, the kids still know who won and lost
At the end of time and then for the rest of eternity, there will be two teams: Team Jesus and Team Satan
We know because Jesus died on the Cross and rose again, we know that Team Jesus wins and Team Satan loses
So how do we make sure we are on the winning team, Team Jesus?
On one extreme, we might be tempted into believing that by being just a good person, we are automatically made a member 

of Team Jesus
I hear this a lot, especially at funerals - oh, thus and so, he was a good person - he even gave money to those who didn’t 

even have enough for the basics - did he ever go to church? Did he ever prayed? Well, no, but he was a good person 
- surely he’s in heaven

And we might be lead to believe this if we only read Matthew 25:31-46 - there Jesus tells his followers about the parable 
about the sheep on the right and the goats on the left - in the parable Jesus turns to those on His right, those bound 
for heaven, and tells them that when I was hungry, you fed me; when I was thirsty, you gave me something to drink; a 
stranger and you welcomed me; naked and you clothed me; in prison and you visited me - the sheep will ask, “when 
did we see you hungry and feed you; thirsty and gave you a drink; a stranger and welcomed you; naked and clothe 
you; in prison and visit you? Jesus replies, whatever you did to the least of my brothers, you did for me

So this Bible passage read in isolation might lead us to believe getting into heaven is just about being good to others - or at 
least getting into heaven is all about doing the right actions

This is what the chief priests and elders in today’s Gospel thought - they were following the Mosaic Law very carefully - they 
believed that this would save them - get them to the Kingdom of God, to heaven

However John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might 
not perish but might have eternal life.”

So we must also believe in Jesus
But have you stopped to realize that Satan knows that Jesus exists and is God - Satan just refuses to allow Jesus to be Lord 

of his life
So there must be more to it - we must have a relationship with Jesus - to spend time in prayer
And yet some of our Protestant brothers and sisters believe this other extreme - that a belief in Jesus is all you need
Once you profess Jesus as your Lord and Savior, it doesn’t matter what you do after that, what sins you commit - it doesn’t 

matter if you live your life with Jesus as your Lord and Savior so long you professed it at one point and time in your life
The truth is we need both - in order to be a part of Team Jesus, to get to heaven, we need salvific grace through faith 

working itself out by purifying our thoughts and actions - to allow the grace available to us through faith in Jesus truly 
transform us into holy people, into saints



Now Jesus says in Matthew 7:13-14 - “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road broad that leads to 
destruction, and those who enter it are many. How narrow the gate and constricted the road that leads to life. And 
those who find it are few.”

And yet, so many of us live as if the opposite of that is true - we live as if the gate and road that leads to life and heaven is 
wide and the gate and road that leads to destruction and hell is narrow

We may be good to our neighbor, but we maybe we never pray, we never develop our relationship with God and Mary, and 
we don’t always go to Mass

Jesus just asks us for one hour a week, one hour out of 168 each week, to worship Him and thank Him as a community and 
to receive the greatest gift available on the face of the earth - Himself body, blood, soul, and divinity in the Eucharist

That’s why missing Mass is a mortal sin - God offers us a gift and instead of taking it, we refuse it and spit in His face
That is what sin is - rejecting God and His love - God doesn’t force His love upon us - He only offers it as a gift - we can 

reject it
If we have decided in our hearts to reject God’s love, then God isn’t going to force us to love Him in Heaven
If, at the time of our death, we have decided to reject God’s love, God, even though it breaks His heart, God will allow us to 

live with our decision and send us to Hell
So, really, God doesn’t send anyone to hell, we send ourselves by choosing to not accept God’s love and to love Him back
As Catholics, we really do believe in the words of the first reading
It may seem unfair, but the words of Ezekiel are true
The state of our souls at the end of our life is what matters - is our soul in a state of grace or not? Do we have mortal sin on 

our soul or not?
That is why we need to constantly pray and ask for forgiveness for our venial sins and go to Confession for forgiveness of 

our mortal sins
We never know the day or the hour when our chances will come to an end and God will end our life on earth
If God can humble Himself so much that He became part of His own creation, to become a human being, then surely we can 

humble ourselves and admit we are sinners and ask for forgiveness
This is what Jesus wanted from the chief priests and the elders - but they thought they were so much better than the tax 

collectors (who extorted money from people) and the prostitutes that they didn’t think they needed God’s forgiveness
Romans 3:23 tells us all have sinned fallen short of the glory of God - the chief priests and the elders had sinned - hopefully 

in different ways than the tax collectors and the prostitutes, but still they had sinned - however the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes Jesus refers to are humble enough to realize they had sinned and ask for forgiveness, they are humble 
enough to realize they need to change their ways

As I said earlier, we can pray for the forgiveness of our venial sins and have them forgiven - the Church also teaches that our 
venial sins are forgiven through the Eucharist and the penitential rite at the beginning of Mass

As you may have heard, there is a new translation of the Roman Missal that we will start using the first week of Advent



The Roman Missal, or what we now call the Sacramentary, tells us how God wants us to celebrate the Holy Mass
However, unlike the changes to the Mass in the 60’s and 70’s, this time the only thing that is going to change are the words - 

the structure of the Mass is going to stay exactly the same
When they translated the Mass in the 60’s and 70’s from the official Latin text to English they tried to take the meaning of 

each phrase and then bring that meaning into modern everyday English the best they could
This time, when the translated from the official Latin text to English they tried to not worry so much about how we say things 

in everyday in English, but how to translate a more concise word for word translation
Therefore, the new English translation can come across as stilted, unlike how we normally talk, but it is a more faithful 

translation
A more faithful translation allows us to enter into a way of talking that is different than our everyday way of speaking - this 

could allow us to separate how we speak in the sacred space of Church apart from our everyday way of speaking
A more faithful translation also allows us to hear more obviously and clearly how our Mass is full of Scripture - how the Bible 

echoes in every part of the Mass
One of the things that is going to change a little is the Confiteor - “I confess to almighty God and to you my brothers and 

sisters, that I have sinned through my own fault, in my thought and in my words, in what I have done, and in what I 
have failed to do…”

Now the beginning is going to be “I confess to almighty God and to you my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly sinned in 
my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault…” - we will beat our breast three times as we say this - this recalls how the tax 
collector in Luke 18 stands far off and won’t even lift his eyes to heaven, but beats his breast saying, “God, be 
merciful to me a sinner”

It also recalls how Jesus affirmed Peter after the Resurrection - Jesus asked and allowed Peter to affirm three times that 
Peter loves Him as way to undo the three times Peter denied Jesus

Peter, after he had denied Jesus, needed to receive forgiveness to rejoin Team Jesus
We too, who are sinners, need to be humble enough to ask for forgiveness; for the graces won for us on the Cross by Jesus
Only by this humility, by realizing we don’t have what it takes to win the game ourselves, only by this humility will we receive 

the grace we need to enter into the Kingdom of God, to be part of Team Jesus, to win the game, to get to heaven

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confiteor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confiteor

