
My brother is the head chef of a catering company in Chicago
Some of the wedding dinners he talks about are amazing - some of them cost over six figures
I like to tell people my brother can cook for 1500, but I can’t even cook for myself
Why do people go to such lengths and costs for a wedding reception?
I believe it is because they want to celebrate - weddings should be a time of great celebration
The Bible in numerous places compares the Kingdom of heaven to a wedding feast
Jesus is talking to his enemies: the elders and chief priests
He says the Kingdom of Heaven is like a King who gave a wedding feast for his son
Now God the Father is the King and God the Son is the son
When the time drew near for the feast, no one was showing up so the king sends his servants to go remind the guests
But all the guests refused to come
So he sent his servants out a second time - this time some of them came, but others gave lame excuses - this is really poor 

taste because the invited guests would have had weeks, months, to RSVP and just to not come at the last minute is rude
But they didn’t just not come; they also killed the servants who re-invited them to the feast
So the king responded by sending his troops and burning their city - now this may sound like an overly harsh way for the King 

to respond, but Jesus, this being a parable, wanted to emphasize the severity of what the elders and the chief priests 
were doing

The elders and chief priests were the spiritual leaders of the Jewish people
They were suppose to lead the people to God
And the Jewish people were in turn suppose to lead other nations to God - in the Old Testament, through the patriarch of 

Abraham, God chose the Jewish people to be his own so that they may be a sign to other nations on how to follow and 
worship and praise God

So, when Jesus, the second person of the Trinity, comes to earth, the elders and the chief priests should have been the first 
ones to embrace Jesus

They, more than the average Jewish person, knew the Jewish Scriptures, what we now call the Old Testament - they should 
have seen that all the prophesies about the Messiah are fulfilled in Jesus

But, instead they refuse to see it because of their hardness of heart - they set themselves up in opposition to Jesus and told the 
Jewish people not to follow Jesus

The chief priests and the elders should have been the first ones to come to the wedding feast for Jesus, God the Son - they 
should have been the first ones to believe in Him

Instead, they were making all sorts of excuses why they couldn’t come
So Jesus is saying to the elders and chief priests that their spiritual leadership will be taken away - we know from the rest of the 

New Testament that Jesus gave this spiritual leadership to the Apostles - who in turn appointed bishops to succeed them 
- and these bishops appointed bishops who appointed bishops and so on down to the present day - this is called 



Apostolic succession - Apostolic succession means that all the Catholic bishops in the world have a lineage that goes 
back to the 12 Apostles 

Since the invited original guests would not come, because the Jews wouldn’t believe in Jesus, the king invites others to come - 
Jesus invited non-Jews, Gentiles, to believe in Him

We are Gentiles - we are the guests the king pulled off the streets
God wants to meet us where ever we are - He seeks us out and invites us the heavenly feast - as the Book of Revelations calls 

it, “the wedding feast of the Lamb” - the wedding feast of Jesus as the Bridegroom and we, the Church, as the bride
We are all called to this heavenly feast - it doesn’t matter what our past is - the parable says the servants gathered the good 

and bad alike - it doesn’t matter what we have done - God’s grace is always bigger - their is nothing we can do that will 
make God retract his invitation to come and be one of his guests in the Kingdom of Heaven

However, being one of God’s guests at the feast requires that we dress and act in the proper way - if we are faithful Christians, 
we need to act like it - God’s grace is a free gift, but one that comes with responsibility

We need to spend time in prayer every day
We need to be just to those around us
We need to love those around us - now love doesn’t mean like - love means to desire someone else’s good - it doesn’t mean 

you have to like them - your personality just may not jive with someone else’s personality - some introverts find some 
extroverts really, really annoying - so, if someone asks you for help, you should help them, but you don’t have to ask 
them to join you for breakfast and conversation every morning

So if you feel like you have been more like the guest who refused to change clothes, come back to the feast before your time 
runs out - come back before you die and run out of second chances - come back before you end up in the place where 
there will be wailing and grinding of teeth - if you didn’t get the hint, this is hell

I read once that twice as many people believe in heaven than in hell - I kind of get this - people think how could a loving God 
send people to hell - He wouldn’t - therefore Hell must not exist

Well, God doesn’t - we send ourselves there - if we don’t want to love God and follow Him on earth before we die, God’s not 
going to force us to love Him in heaven after we die

So strive for holiness - I think sometimes, myself included, we live as if the last line of the Gospel is “Many are invited, and 
many are chosen” - but that’s not what it says - it says “Many are invited, but FEW are chosen” - this should put a 
healthy fear or respect in our hearts

We must do hard things - we must be willing to sacrifice - so that we can grow in holiness and draw closer to God
The best way to start is by going to the Sacrament of Reconciliation - the sacrament is available here at Sacred Heart at 4 PM 

on Saturday, 7 AM on most Mondays, and also by appointment
If we do these hard things, we will be good wedding guests - we will be like the people Isaiah describes in the first reading - we 

will be rejoicing over good food because of God’s gracious salvation - and we, like Paul describes in his letter to the 
Philippians, will be able to do this no matter what situation we find ourselves in



Our joy (not necessarily happiness - I know some of us suffer from depression - keep laying your life and burdens at the foot of 
the Cross and let Jesus hold them for you)

If we strive for holiness and a deeper relationship with God, our joy will come from the love of Christ that is within, not from 
whether we are in a happy situation or not

As I eluded to earlier, the book of Revelations connects the wedding feast of the Lamb to the sacrifice of the Lamb - the 
sacrifice of the Lamb happened on Calvary - yet we are brought to the one sacrifice of the Lamb in the Eucharist at the 
Mass

Maybe I’m reading the Gospel too literally, but as we gear up for some changes in some of the words we say at Mass, I would 
like to address another issue that has been on my heart - dressing up for Mass

I suppose I could also about modesty of dress, but this homily is already too long - we need to keep this Mass under a hour and 
half because the Viking’s game starts at 12:00 - Actually, this year it may not be such a big deal

Growing up in the eighties, the causal Mass was the Saturday Mass - if we went to any of the Masses on Sunday, my mom 
made us dress up

Now it seems, a lot of people, including me, dress too casual for Mass
Maybe we have become like the guest who refused to put on a wedding garment
Maybe this analogy doesn’t work so well anymore because people are dressing casual for weddings too, but why, especially 

the wedding party, why do we dress up when we go to a friend’s wedding?
Is it out of fear? Hopefully not - hopefully our friend would still be our friend no matter how we came dressed for his or her 

wedding
However, out of respect for him or her, we dress up - we take the time to look our best
Well, shouldn’t this be even more true for God?
When we come to the wedding feast of the Lamb, shouldn’t we dress up out of respect for our Creator, for the one who loves us 

and who gave us all the gifts we have, including our salvation?
Yes, it is true - God will love us no matter what we wear to Church - God won’t change based on what we wear, but we will 

change - what we wear is an outward sign of our internal respect for God
It is about showing an internal respect for God - not about who can wear the most fancy clothes - and if someone came to Mass 

straight off the streets and in rags, I hope we wouldn’t kick him out - that we would welcome him with open arms
However, once he got his feet on the ground and got a job, we wouldn’t expect him to wear the rags anymore
The more holy we become, the more we realize that God is God and we are not
One way we can display our internalization of this is by dressing up for Mass
Give God your best - give God your best in your daily sacrifices, in your daily prayer, in your daily dealings with others, in your 

leisure time, and even in what you wear to Mass
Give God your best - strive for holiness - then we will find joy in the wedding feast of the Kingdom of Heaven


