
This past week, I was hanging out with one of the REP classes at the Sacred Heart Cemetery
Walking around, one realizes there are quite a few infants and young children buried there
My two cents is that cemeteries are over rated as scary places to be
I say this despite the fact that Michael Jackson’s music video to “Thriller” gave me nightmares as a kid
While we were out there, the question of salvation of infants came up
Now, it has never been official Church teaching, but many theologians and others talked about limbo - a place where 

souls went who had never sinned, but hadn’t had original sin removed in Baptism
This has come up again a couple of years because priests were saying it is hard pastorally to tell a grieving couple that 

their baby who has just died might not be in heaven
However, we have to believe that baptism is efficacious and does something
So some church leaders met to talk about this and see what the Holy Spirit wanted to reveal about this matter
They concluded that we still don’t know. God has revealed salvation through the sacraments being the normal path- but 

God is God and He can save a soul outside of the sacraments - but that is up to Him - therefore, we can have 
hope, and thus we can pray for them, but we can’t assume that infants who die without baptism are in heaven

Therefore, this just makes it more obvious that children deserve the gift of baptism as soon as possible - the Code of 
Canon Law speaks about weeks after birth

But this whole discussion just further reminds us that parents are like tenants of a field
In one sense, children belong to their parents
But in the end, every soul belongs to God and we are but stewards of each other, especially our children
God is the true and ultimate owner and the parents are responsible to God for tending and making sure the children grow 

up to be all that God designed them to be
Our children belong to God, but we are all someone’s child
By virtue of our Baptism, we all belong to God
Genesis 1:26-27 - we are all made in the image and likeness of God
In Jesus’ times, the Romans ruled over the land of Israel - they were not an independent nation as they are today
So naturally they used the currency of the ruling nation
Just as we have presidents’ faces stamped on our currency, the Roman ruler would have his image stamped on the 

currency
However, it was slightly different than what we have in the US today - US money in some ways belongs to the United 

States government - back then you could almost say the currency belonged to the ruler himself - the currency was 
his property

So here the Pharisees are trying to trap Jesus - they ask Him if it is lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar



If Jesus answers yes, then the Jewish people would rise up against Him because the Jews resented their foreign rulers 
and despised paying taxes - Obviously Jesus’ Jewish followers would leave Him and quit following Him

However, if Jesus answered no, then the Pharisees could report Him to the Roman rulers and have Him arrested
It was pretty much a lose, lose question
However, like all the other times, Jesus finds a way out of their trap
He asks to see the coin - even though He knew, He asks the Pharisees whose image is on the coin - they reply Caesar - 

so Jesus says to repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar’s
But then Jesus continues by saying, repay “to God what belongs to God”
Therefore, we need to give ourselves to God
Again we are made in the image and likeness of God
By our Baptism we belong to God
We don’t belong to ourselves, but to God because Jesus redeemed us to Himself on the Cross
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 says, “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have 

from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been purchased at a price. Therefore glorify God in your 
body.”

Our body and soul belong to God
Even more, all that we have, even our children are a gift
All we have is ultimately God’s 
We are just temporary stewards of these gifts
In the coming weeks we are having our annual stewardship drive
It is an opportunity to pledge to give back to God what He has first given to us
God has given each of us time, talents, and treasure
He has given them to you so that you can be an instrument of salvation for others
We are the body of Christ - we are saved by the grace won for us by Jesus on the Cross, but this comes to us not 

individually, but through the Church, the community of believers
We are called to be active members of the body of Christ because you may posses a time, talent, or treasure that no one 

else has, but is needed by someone, needed for their conversation, for the acceptance of Jesus’ saving grace
You are here at Mass because you have acknowledged at some level that it is God’s image on your soul; that you belong 

to Him
Through the sharing of time, talents, and treasure God has given you, you will see more and more clearly God’s image on 

your soul and others’
I know that most of us don’t have extra time or treasure - maybe you feel short on the talent area 



But that’s just it - God doesn’t want our extra time and treasure - He wants the first - Don’t plan God into your day - Plan 
your day around God - Don’t plan God into your budget - Plan your budget around God

Take time in the next couple of weeks to pray how God may be calling you to share your time, talent, and treasure
All we have is God’s - we ourselves belong to God - we must live as if we know this to be true
At the dawn of the second millennium of Christianity, St. Anselm put it this way: "Lord, because you have made me, I owe 

you the whole of my love; because you have redeemed me, I owe you the whole of myself; because you have 
promised so much, I owe you all my being. Moreover, I owe you as much more love than myself as you are greater 
than I, for whom you gave yourself and to whom you promised yourself. I pray you, Lord, make me taste by love 
what I taste by knowledge; let me know by love what I know by understanding. I owe you more than my whole self, 
but I have no more, and by myself I cannot render the whole of it to you. Draw me to you, Lord, in the fullness of 
love. I am wholly yours by creation; make me all yours, too, in love."  (prayer of Anselm, 1033-1109 AD)


