
This past week I was reminded of my own faith journey
I was reminded how, when I was in college, after 7 years of Catholic school and 6 more years of CCD, it wasn’t until I hung out 

with the Baptists on the campus of Iowa State University that I first realized that Jesus needed to be a part of my daily 
life

It was a special time in my life - by hanging out with some friends from the Baptists’ campus ministry I learned to focus on my 
relationship with Jesus

I started reading the Bible everyday - I started to let my relationship with Jesus affect other areas of my life - what movies I 
watched, what music I listened to, what I did with my time

Jesus became the focus of my life - I guess I kind of went crazy for Christ - which is not a bad thing - I was in Bible studies, faith 
sharing groups, went to Mass on Saturday evening, Thursday Night Liturgy (TNL), Sunday service at the Baptist church, 
and went to the Baptist campus ministry service on Thursdays called The Salt Company

At these places I met people who were also on fire for Christ: we loved Jesus and we knew Jesus loved us so much that He 
died on the Cross and rose from the dead to save us from our sins

It was all so simple: me, Christ, my friends, and the Bible
In some ways it like the gentleness that Paul talks about in the second reading
Jesus was showing me great affection and sharing the simplicity of the Gospel with me - He was caring for me as a mother 

cares for her children
I think as Catholics, we often forget the simplicity of the Gospel - Christianity is first about our relationship with Jesus - 

Christianity is first not about rules, but first about relationships, namely our relationship with the Triune God: Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit

He is a lover that will stop at nothing to get us to fall in love with Him - He can’t force us because then it wouldn’t be love, 
because love must be freely given

In the Bible we hear in salvation history, God’s love for us - how ever since the Fall of Adam and Eve, He has planned our 
salvation, our way back to him, a way to we can spend eternity with Him forever in heaven

But even more than the Bible, we have Jesus Himself
Jesus gives us Himself - He is the Word - Jesus is the Word of God we receive - this is what Paul means in his letter to the 

Thessalonians 
However, once we have that relationship with the Word, just as relationships with other people, the relationship with Jesus 

demands certain things of us
A relationship with Jesus demands that we follow His word, His revelation to us
Jesus doesn’t tell the crowd and the disciples to do away with the laws of the Pharisees and the scribes
No, Jesus specifically says, “do and observe all things whatsoever they tell you”
He also says not to follow their example - Jesus says the scribes and Pharisees are a bunch of hypocrites
They tell the people how to live a holy life, but they themselves don’t do it - or if they do, they do it out of love for honor, out of 

pride, rather than doing it out of love for God and neighbor



Jesus then tells his disciples not to receive greetings and salutations of honor
He says to let no one call you rabbi or teacher, for Jesus is to be our teacher
He says to let no one call you father, for we have one Father in heaven
He says to let no one call you master, for we have one master, Jesus
What is Jesus saying? Should children not call their fathers “father”? Should they instead call their fathers by their first name?
Should students not refer to their teachers as “teacher”?
What is Jesus saying?
Jesus is saying, is warning his disciples, the crowd, the scribes, the Pharisees, and us about the temptation to seek out titles 

and honors to increase one’s personal reputation and admiration of others
Being a disciple of Jesus is about being a gift to others to serving others - it’s not about asking what is in it for me
It is about loving others and putting ourselves last
Humility, humility, humility - if we desire to be exalted, we will be humbled, but if we truly seek humility, only then will we be 

exalted
On a side note, Protestants use this passage to quote show that Catholics are wrong to call priests “fathers”
And yet at the same time, they have Sunday school teachers - they don’t call them Sunday school instructors or Sunday school 

passer-on-of-informations
This is just as ridiculous as not calling anyone father
Here, just as when Jesus is talking about cutting off your arm if it causes you to sin, here Jesus is talking in hyperboles - He is 

using extreme outlandish ideas to get across a more basic idea
It is OK to call our male parents “fathers” - for they are to be a living icon of our heavenly Father
It is OK to call our teachers “teachers” - for they are suppose to teach us about the truths of God and His creations
For those of us who are called teacher or father, these titles shouldn’t make us prideful, rather they should put a good measure 

of fear in our hearts
For God has given us the care of the souls of others - we would do well to humbly ask Him to guide us in the care of the souls 

He has put in our charge
In a world where the number of fatherless children is rising - we would do well to remember that the well-being of our children, 

of our families, of our society, depends on how well we live our vocation as father and husband
Our world needs true masculinity now more than ever - a masculinity that finds it’s strength not in our muscles, but in our 

humble relationship with the one Father in heaven
Humility, humbleness, is true self-knowledge
If we want to know ourselves, we must get to know God better
If we want to change the world, we must change and live out our faith


