
Jesus is coming back! Are you ready?!
Maybe Jesus will come back in the next 10 minutes or maybe He’ll come back in the next couple of days
If that happens and Jesus does come back, and we reach the end of time, and He judges the living and the dead within the 

next couple of days, we won’t have to worry about the awkwardness as we try and get used to this new translation
So if we are suppose to be planning for Jesus’ future second coming, why do we spend so much time focusing on His first 

coming 2000 years ago?
Why look back when we should be spending time looking forward?
Because all of salvation history, which is all of history, is interconnected
We cannot have the second coming and final judgment without Pentecost
We cannot have Pentecost without the Resurrection
We cannot have the Resurrection without the Incarnation, the second person of the Trinity, the Son fully taking on human 

nature
We cannot have the Incarnation as we know it, without the fall of Adam and Eve
We cannot have the Fall of Adam and Eve without God giving humanity free will which is necessary for us to be able to love 

Him
And we cannot have free will without God desiring to share His love and creating the universe, especially humanity
So we look to the past to help us prepare for the future
We look to Jesus’ first coming to help us prepare for Jesus’ second coming
So as we look back at and prepare to celebrate Jesus’ first coming at the first Christmas, we do so to increase our hearts 

capacity for God’s love as we prepare for Jesus’ second coming at the end of time
We hear in the first reading the longing for God to come down and fix all of the Jews’ problems
They want God to come down from heaven and visit them
The prophet Isaiah wants God to change the people’s hardened hearts
Jewish people like Isaiah were very much preparing and excited about the coming of God in the coming of the Messiah, 

God’s messenger
In, Jesus, God did come down from Heaven to visit humanity
But He didn’t solve all of the Jewish people’s earthly problems - instead He gave us solutions to the eternal problems that 

face all of humanity
He came to save us from sin and to give us the grace, the tools, we need for becoming holy and spending an eternity with 

Him in heaven
Are we ready? Advent is about renewing our efforts to get ready for Jesus’ second coming at the end of time
We are suppose to be excited about the coming of Christ - but we won’t be excited if we are not ready for it
The second coming is for sure, but the time is uncertain
Therefore, there is an urgency to our need to get ready



This is what Jesus is talking about in the Gospel
Jesus tells us to be watchful and alert because we don not know when the time will come
Jesus tells a short parable of the lord of the house traveling abroad, probably to further expand his business
While he is gone, the Lord of the house leaves his servants in charge of keeping the place up
Since the servants do not know when the lord of the house is going to return, a responsible faithful servant will continue 

doing his duties as if the lord of the House might return at any moment
Jesus ends his parable by saying “Watch!”
But this is not a passive watching, but an active one
We need to actively watch and wait for the second coming of Jesus when He comes in glory
Speaking of Jesus coming in glory - maybe I miss understood it, but there was a book called Joshua that came out about 

thirty years ago - it was quite popular for a while - it is about a quiet and simple man that moves to a town and has an 
extraordinary effect on everyone he meets - the story seems to beg the question, “If Jesus came today, would we 
recognize Him?” - which I suppose sort of a valid question, but in reality we don’t have to worry about this - when 
Jesus comes again, Scripture tells us He will come in glory and much fanfare - we won’t be able to miss it - even 
those who don’t believe in God and Jesus will see it

So we can’t just wait and see what happens
No, the approach we need to take to Jesus’ second coming is one of vigilance, vigilance of prayer and doing God’s will in our 

lives
We are to play our part in the coming of the Kingdom of God so that his “will be done on earth as it is in heaven”
We are not only to watch for Christ, but to watch with Christ
We need to fix our hearts and mind on Him and His word
We need to be ready for action
We need to be ready to allow God’s grace to flow through us and out into the world
Our call is not just to believe, but to watch with expectant faith in the second coming
Our call is not just to love, but to wait with eager longing for the second coming
Our call is not just to obey, but to prepare for the second coming
With each passing second, the end of time and the second coming is ever closer
In preparation for Jesus’ second coming, we must use this Advent for rousing our minds and hearts for the Lord’s coming
We must be watchful and stay alert
Advent is the beginning of the Church year - Happy New Year - you will see that the 2012 books are already in your pews
Yes, old bad habits are hard to break, but God can change us - As Isaiah said at the end of the first reading, we are the clay 

and God is the potter - we must allow ourselves to be continuously molded by our Creator’s hands
This Advent, what do you need to ask God to remold so that you are better prepared for Jesus’ second coming?


