
As you know, I’m kind of a geek - this past week I have spent some of my free time reading the biography of Steve Jobs, 
the CEO of Apple who past away last month

In one of the last interviews with the author, Steve Jobs said, “I’m about fifty-fifty on believing in God. For most of my life, 
I’ve felt that there must be more to our existence than meets the eye. I like to think that something survives after 
you die. It is strange to think that you accumulate all this experience, and maybe a little wisdom, and it just goes 
away. So I really want to believe that somethings survives, that maybe your consciousness endures. But on the 
other hand, perhaps it’s like an on-off switch. Click! And you’re gone.”

Steve Jobs had been battling cancer for years before he passed away
Some of us are given years to realize that the end of our life on earth is coming
Others are given no warning at all like the older gentleman here in Owatonna that got hit by a car recently while taking a 

walk
We just never know when our time on earth will be up - Jesus is right - we don’t know the day nor the hour
Therefore, we need to be ready
The diocese is encouraging us priests to make a living will - I have to admit I haven’t done my yet - I think Father Sauer 

has
So we need to be ready financially and in other ways
If you are older, you probably have things ready - your finances, your medical wishes, and other things
But are we ready spiritually?
Steve Jobs, at the end of his life, was still wavering on whether or not God even existed
If that is where you are at, if you are kind of agnostic, I encourage you to talk to people, read, think, and pray - ask God to 

reveal Himself to you - you can even ask God, “I don’t know if you exist or not, but if you do, can you show me?”
God will answer - maybe not in the time and way you expect, but He will
However, the Gospel is not just a warning for atheists or agnostics - it is a warning to all of us
Being ready spiritually is the most important thing we will ever do
Why? Because it affects where we will spend eternity - which, obviously, is infinitely greater than the amount of time we 

will spend on earth
So are we ready for the Kingdom of Heaven?
In Jesus’ parable today, only half of them were ready
The bridegroom was late getting to the party and of course the party can’t start until the bridegroom gets there
The 10 virgins were waiting outside where the party was going to take place
Now they used oil for there lamps - they didn’t have back up batteries, or rechargeables, or car chargers back then
The 5 foolish virgins didn’t plan ahead - so when the bridegroom was late - then realized that they needed more oil to 

keep their lamps lit



The 5 wise virgins were not just wise and practical, they were also slightly selfish
As with all of Jesus parables, often the protagonists in his parables are not completely full of virtue
So Jesus is not trying to teach us to be stingy with our material goods - that’s not the point
So the five wise virgins stay and the five foolish virgins go shopping
Now Jesus doesn’t say, but when the Bible talks about virgins, it is almost always talking about women
I too am assuming they were women because if the virgins were men, they just might have gotten back in time - they 

would have gone to the store, gotten the oil, and only the oil, and come right back
I’m just kidding - sort of
Anyway, while the foolish virgins are gone, the bridegroom comes and the party begins and the doors are locked behind
We only get one shot at life
However, in this life we can have many opportunities
As long as we are alive on this earth, we have the opportunity to turn back to God or to turn away from God
But once our life on this planet is over, it is either heaven, hell, or purgatory for us
I don’t know about you, but I don’t want to be shut out of the heavenly wedding feast
Jesus, the bridegroom, is partying it up in heaven, and we should all want to join in
We should be doing all we can to prepare for this ultimate party
We don’t know the future - none of us do
Therefore, we need to be doing all we can to get into heaven
Why? Because Paul reassures us in his letter to the Thessalonians that if we believe Jesus died and rose, then God will 

bring us to heaven to be with Him forever
If we fall short of heaven, then we’ll have to spend some time in purgatory having our souls purified until we love God 

completely and without reservation - the souls in purgatory are suffering, but in one way it is a joyful suffering 
because they are assured to go to heaven once their souls are purified

Now, if we aim for purgatory or less, and we miss, then it is eternal suffering in hell for us
We need to be wise about this
We need to be wise not in the ways of the world, but in the ways of God
We need to have the wisdom to understand that life is a gift to be used for preparing ourselves and others, especially 

those put in our care, for eternity with God in heaven
This preparation is urgent
Steve Jobs may have been able to beat his cancer - they caught it early and he could have easily had the tumor surgically 

removed
However, he waited for over 6 months while he tried alternative medicines because he didn’t want his body to be opened 

up and in his view, violated



We too need to realize that spiritual surgery may be necessary for our souls
Maybe there is something on your soul that you keep putting off - maybe it is reconciling with a family member or a friend - 

maybe it is seeking healing after a rape, or being abused, or after having an abortion - maybe it is a repetitive sin 
that has us entrapped in an addiction such as masterbation or looking at pornography or abusing alcohol

Do not wait - do not pass go - do not collect $200
Our preparation for eternity needs to begin right now, right now at this Mass - it cannot wait - the stakes are too high - our 

eternal joy (or pain and suffering) is at stake
We need to do whatever it takes to be ready - Maybe we need to go to Confession - maybe we need to spend more time 

with our family - maybe we need to pray more - maybe we need to go out on a date with our spouse
We need to do whatever it takes to make sure we have enough oil so that when Jesus comes for us we’ll be ready
Call on God to help you - pray, visit the sacraments, especially the sacrament of Confession
So let’s learn from Steve Jobs - let’s not wait till it is too late to remove the spiritual cancers from our lives - let’s remove 

them now while we still can


