
In my past I have dabbled in Amway and Quickstar
Now I’m not going to tell you what I personally think about these companies, but while there are some great people 

involved in these companies, I found that some people preached what I call the “Gospel of Wealth”
The idea is that monetary wealth is a sign or a measure of how much God loves you
Now it is true that material blessings are from God, but they are not to be used as a measuring stick of how much God 

loves us - just because we have more material wealth than our neighbor does not mean that God loves us more
Just look at St. Francis - he gave up his wealth and begged for his food - yet he was so blessed by God and loved by God 

that he received the stigmata - the wounds of Christ - on his hands
Padre Pio, who lived from 1887 to 1968 (so relatively recently), also received the stigmata - as a Capuchin priest he 

obviously was not super wealthy either
Today we hear the parable of the talents
At this point in Jesus is telling his disciples a string of parables to help them understand more about the Kingdom of 

Heaven
Last week we heard about the parable of the five virgins not getting into the wedding party because they had left to get 

some extra oil for their lamps
Next week Jesus will tell us more about the Kingdom of Heaven - Jesus tell the parable of gathering the nations and 

separating the sheep on his right and the goats on his left - that those who helped and cared for his or her 
neighbor, helped and cared for the king, who is Jesus

So we know that this parable of the talents also has to do with the Kingdom of Heaven
Despite what some may think, if we read the Gospel carefully we will see that it does not support the Gospel of Wealth
It is not saying that those who are materially wealthy are more loved by God
What it is saying is that we have free will to use what gifts and talents God has given us for building up the Kingdom of 

Heaven or we can waste those gifts on other things
So material wealth isn’t inherently bad or evil
The question is, “What are we doing with the talents and gifts God has given us? Are we using our money, time, and 

talents to build up the Kingdom of Heaven or the Kingdom of Me?”
Are we using them selfishly for our own gain or are we using them for the good of all?
Or maybe we are not using them at all and depriving the world and the Kingdom of Heaven the gifts God has given us
We need to be good stewards of all that God has given us; especially our faith
Now I’m enough of a romantic to know that I could have fallen in love with a number of different women - yeah, hopefully 

not at the same time - polygamy is not a good thing



But once I discovered and knew that the Catholic Church is the Church started by Christ on the foundation of Peter and 
His successors and that therefore it has the fullness of Truth, I knew that I needed to find a Catholic woman - that 
this was a non-negotiable no matter how nice the woman was otherwise

Now I say this even though my dad is Lutheran - I think my parents did a great job raising us kids and giving us a real 
opportunity to want to become disciples of Jesus - I mean just look how well I turned out - um….yeah…..moving on

However, because my dad is Lutheran we didn’t make the sign of the cross when we said our prayers - the only reason I 
knew the before meal prayer was because we said it at Grandma and Grandpa’s house - the first Rosary I ever 
said was with a friend in college - despite the fact that I went to 7 years of Catholic school and 6 years of CCD

I knew from this my own experience and from talking to some people about the frustrations of trying to raise Catholic 
children with a spouse who has very different beliefs and values than they do - I knew that I wanted me and my 
spouse to present to my kids a united front when it came to matters of faith and morals

In the first reading the author of Proverbs says that charm is deceptive and beauty is fleeting, but the woman who fears 
the Lord is to be praised

Ask an older couple - they will most likely tell you that their spouse has gotten even more beautiful as the years have gone 
by - we know that objectively this is not because their outer beauty has increased because age has a way of 
increasing our physical imperfections rather than decreasing them - the author of Proverbs is right - outer beauty is 
fleeting

Therefore, I wanted to find a woman who’s faith, love, and fear of the Lord was already strong and had a desire to get 
even stronger - this kind of beauty doesn’t decrease as the years go by, but rather increases

I did find all of this - as a priest I stand in the person of Christ - and Ephesians 5 tells me that the Church is my spouse - 
and yes, the Church has only gotten more beautiful as the past 2000 years have gone by

Again, our spouse is suppose to help us get to heaven, to help us grow in holiness
In Genesis, we see God tell Adam to guard the Garden of Eden
What was there to guard against? Satan
Well Adam obviously failed because Satan got in and tempted Eve and got her to sin
We too are called to guard our spouse from evil and help them grow in their faith and in holiness
We need to use all of the talents God has given us for building up those around us - to help them build up and grow in 

holiness and love of God, to help them grow in faith
Maybe God has given some of us more talents or wealth than others - maybe we are the ones who received 10 talents - 

maybe God has given you a lot of material wealth - if so, again this does not mean that you are more loved by God, 
but rather than he has given you the ability to use the material wealth for the good of others, for building up the 
Kingdom of Heaven - to much has been given, much is expected - or to quote Spiderman “With great power comes 
great responsibility”



Maybe we have only been given a small portion or seemingly few talents - it doesn’t matter - just as the servant with just 
one talent was not excused from making a contribution, neither are we excused from making a contribution to the 
Kingdom of Heaven

No matter what your gifts and abilities are - no matter how small or large they are - we are called to build up the Kingdom 
of Heaven - apathy and indifference are not valid attitudes - we all have a role to play in the building up of the 
Kingdom of Heaven - so we ALL need to step up, take inventory of our talents, time, and treasure, and ask God 
what He wants us to do

If you can afford it, maybe God is calling you to make donations to worthy causes - if you have time, work for worthy 
causes - work at a food kitchen for example - if you have young children, focus on building them up, the domestic 
church, the family - or maybe God is calling you to visit the homebound

Also, maybe God is asking you to help out at Church - be a reader, a greater, a server, a sacristan, we are in great need 
of musicians - trust me, you don’t want me trying to lead singing

We need to be good stewards of our faith, talents, and gifts - this not only means guarding them from Satan and abuse, 
but also to proactively use them to build up the Kingdom of Heaven

The Kingdom of Heaven is a community of individuals who take their personal role and responsibilities seriously
So, what is God asking you to do for the Kingdom of Heaven?


