
Why are we celebrating Christ the King this Sunday?
Doesn’t the Church know that kings, queens, and monarchies in general are out of vogue?
Don’t we know too well what happens when one or two persons have all the power?
Haven’t we seen and continue to see all the evil that comes about from having just one or two persons with all the power?
Just look at the evil dictators we have in world today
Democracy and freedom and equality is where it is at
So why do we talk about the kingship of Christ?
Enlightenment philosophy, which has many flaws, did have a concept or an ideal called benevolent dictatorship
The idea is that an authoritarian leader exercises political power for the benefit of the whole population rather than 

exclusively for his or her own self-interest or for the benefit of only a small portion of the population
And being a dictator, the authoritarian leader could make decisions, even quickly if necessary, that are in the best interest 

of the people even if they don’t see it or would vote against it if they could
Now this sounds more like it
This sounds like the type of king that Jesus would be, the type of king that those from democratic societies could accent to 
Now, as you know, the Jews, or the Israelites, same group of people, two different names, wanted a king
All the countries around them had a king, the Jews wanted a king too - sound familiar - everyone else has one; therefore, I 

should have one too
The Lord told them they didn’t need a king - He was their king - but they insisted on having an earthly king
In King Saul, but especially in King David, we see a good example of a benevolent dictator or monarch
The Bible even calls King David a man after my own heart
But after King David, things go down hill for the Jews
Starting with King Solomon, they did not follow God’s laws and therefore God allowed them to be conquered by other 

countries
But through His prophets, God promised a messiah that would establish a kingdom forever
However, the Jews longed for this day, the day when the promised Messiah would come and save them from foreign rule 

and tyranny - the Jews also understood that the Messiah would re-establish God’s reign for them
So when Jesus started his public ministry at the age of about 30, He carried Himself in a way that people gravitated 

towards Him, put their hopes in Him, and followed Him
Therefore, some of the Jews who heard Jesus speak and heal the sick started to think that maybe, just maybe, He was 

the promised Messiah
However, in the end, a lot of these people were disappointed because Jesus didn’t come to save them from foreign rule 

and tyranny



Jesus came so that He could be the Messiah, the King, of our hearts - He came not to conquer hearts and souls for 
perishable lands and entitlements, but for an imperishable kingdom, a kingdom that would last forever - just like he 
promised through the prophets many years before

Now part of ruling is judging
In the Gospel we see Jesus, the Son of Man, the king sitting on His glorious throne, judging and separating the sheep 

from the goats
The son of Man is a name for the messiah given to us in the book of Daniel
So when the Son of Man, the Messiah, Jesus, comes in glory, comes again at the end of time, He will judge all people and 

send them to their eternal resting place - which will be either heaven or hell
Now again, we don’t believe in the 1000 year reign that some our Protestant brothers and sisters talk about
As Catholics, we believe the 1000 year reign described in Revelations is figurative, that we are already in the end times
The end times started with Jesus’ resurrection and will end with Jesus’ second coming
Once Jesus comes back, that’ll be it
When Jesus comes back, the final judgment will take place
Now people of Jesus’ time would have understood this parable readily
If you keep goats in a confined area for a length of time, they get aggressive and territorial - so shepherds would have to 

separate the sheep from the goats before they were sent to their place of rest for the night
What inspired Blessed Mother Theresa to do the work that she did was that she said she saw the face of Christ in all 

those radically sick and poor in the streets of Calcutta, India
We too need to learn from this parable and from Blessed Mother Theresa that Christ is amongst us, amongst us 

especially in the sick, the poor, the hungry, the thirsty, those who are in prison - this is where Christ is
Yes, Jesus is in the Eucharist in a radical, substantial way, but He is also alive in our brothers and sisters, especially those 

in need
And this is the point - the kind of life we choose now and the moral decisions we make will have consequences for our 

future, our future in eternity - on the day of judgment, the truth of our lives will be revealed - the truth about our faith 
in God; the truth about our love of God and neighbor will also be revealed

We will be judged not just on what we do, but also what we don’t do, what we fail to do
St. Martin of Tours was a soldier and later a bishop in the 300s in what is now France
St. Martin, while he was still a soldier, was traveling to the city of Amiens - as he approached the gates of the city, there 

was a beggar who was half naked there
St. Martin cut his military cloak in two and gave half to the beggar
That night, St. Martin had a vision of Jesus wearing the half-cloak he had given away - In the vision, Jesus said to St. 

Martin, “Here is Martin, the Roman soldier who is not baptized; he has clad me”



The vision confirmed Martin’s faith and love of God and He was baptized soon after
God has shown us incredible mercy and love through Jesus - who by the Cross, came and saved us from the tyranny of 

sin, from the power of Satan, and from a world blinded by vanity and deception
We need to be ambassadors for Christ - we need to make it our mission to bring His light, truth, and merciful love to those 

who stumble around in darkness, ignorance, and unbelief - this is especially true in the message of the culture of 
life versus the culture of death

We need, we called, as Christians, it is imperative that we share the light of Truth given to us by Christ with others
So today, at the end of the Church year, are you going to serve and share the Kingdom of light and truth or the kingdom of  

darkness? Who is the King of your life?


