
Have you ever waited by the mail box for a letter?
Or stood by the phone waiting for it to ring?
Or stared at your cell phone waiting for a text?
Sometimes we can get impatient waiting for an important reply, especially from someone we love
Isaiah wrote the words we hear in the first reading 500 plus years before Jesus was born, during which time the Israelites were 

ruled by the Babylonians
Isaiah was a prophet of the Old Testament 
The Jewish people felt like God had abandon them and didn’t love them any more
Therefore, the Israelites looked forward to the day when they could worship God in the Temple in Jerusalem with freedom and 

the fervor that they felt God deserved
They couldn’t in the time of Isaiah because of Babylonian captivity - the Babylonians kept many of the Jews as slaves and 

wouldn’t let them worship in the Temple in Jerusalem
So Isaiah’s words are words of great hope that someday soon things might be different and better - that God would personally 

come and rescue them and make things right again
So Isaiah is telling the Israelites they need to prepare for this day - proclaim from the desert the coming of God - do what you 

need to do to remove all obstacles to the coming of God among us
Now fast forward over 500 years and the Israelites had not had a prophet of God among them for over 150 years, 400 years if 

you don’t count Judas Maccabees - so just one prophet in the last 400 years - you can read about Judas Maccabees in 
the Bible, but not the Protestant Bible

God had sent prophets on a regular basis, but now the Jews, the Israelites hadn’t seen one of God’s prophets in quite some 
time

Now the Romans ruled over the Jews, the Israelites, and so they again were not free to worship God the way they thought God 
wanted them too - and there was no one to tell them how to worship God in the meantime

So now in the time of Jesus and John the Baptist, the Israelites feel like God has abandon them even more - they are 
desperate to hear a message from God - they just want some assurance that God still loves them and cares about them

This is much the same way we feel if someone doesn’t email us back, of Facebook message us, or text us back within a minute
So finally over 500 years later, over 150 years after the last prophet, the words of Isaiah are fulfilled in John the Baptist
Mark, the author of the Gospel reading, recognized that John the Baptist is the voice in the desert that Isaiah talked about over 

500 years before
John the Baptist appeared in the desert telling people to prepare the way of the Lord - He told them the way to do this was to 

repent, be sorry for their sins, have their sins forgiven, and be baptized
Just as we devour a message from a loved one as soon as we receive it, the Israelites were hungry for any word from God
So they flocked to see and hear God’s message given through John the Baptist
It is approximately 20 miles from Jerusalem to the Jordan River, where John the Baptist was
That is 20 miles walking or riding a slow animal over hills and valleys



The Jordan River sits on the east side of Judah - Judah is like a state of Israel or a section of Israel
So the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the rest of Judah was making a trek to go see John the Baptist - they weren’t stopping by 

on their way to the grocery store or the camel-fix-it-shop
The Israelites were hungry for the word of God spoken to them by John the Baptist
When I got the great gift of going to the Holy Land in the summer of 2007, I got to stand in the Jordan River right in the area 

where John the Baptist was - what an amazing experience
John realized he was not the goal or the end - no he realized that he was just the opening act
He knew that his work only prepared for the coming of the God - the coming of God incarnate, Jesus, the second person of the 

Trinity
All John ever did was to point to God, to Jesus
Even when he leapt for joy in Elizabeth’s womb, it was because of the excitement of coming close to Jesus who was in Mary’s 

womb
John proclaimed a baptism of the forgiveness of sins - Jesus gives us a baptism of new life in the Trinity because of the graces 

won on the Cross
John baptized with water - Jesus baptizes us with the Holy Spirit
John is humble - he realizes that he is not worthy to even stoop to tie Jesus’ sandals
And yet we approach this altar to receive into our own bodies, Jesus, body, blood, soul, and divinity in the Eucharist
If St. John the Baptist had a humble, healthy fear (or respect) for Jesus, for God, how much more should we who are only 

saints in training, humbly approach the presence of Jesus in the Eucharist - “Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 
under my roof but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.”

But we should be like St. John the Baptist not just in our humility toward the Eucharist, but we should be like him in other ways
We too need to point to Jesus in all that we do
Just as John the Baptist prepared people for the first coming of Jesus, we too need to do all we can to prepare ourselves and 

others for the second coming of Jesus
We too need to realize that people are hungry for the truth and we must share it with others, even if they don’t realize it is Jesus 

that they are really seeking
Just as the Israelites, the Jews, waited patiently for hundreds, thousands, of years for the Messiah, we too must wait patiently 

for the Messiah, for Jesus to return
During this Advent season, we too need to take some time to emulate the people who have gone before us
We can emulate Isaiah and the Jews in their hope and patience in waiting for the Messiah, for Jesus
We can emulate the people of Jerusalem and Judah in our fervor, love, and excitement for God
And we can emulate we John the Baptist in humbly proclaiming and sharing Jesus with others


