
We all know the hurt that comes from broken relationships and broken promises
Whether it is a marital infidelity; or that boy who dumped you in high school for no reason at all; or when you were a child 

and a parent promises to spend time with you only to have them later tell you they can’t; or a teenager that tells you to 
go away; or a family feud that no one has the answer to repairing

As a priest I often hear about the pain we cause one another, about broken relationships and broken promises
God too makes promises
In the first reading, King David wanted to build a house for God
But instead, God wanted to build King David a house that would last forever, a house not made of stone, but of flesh
God promises King David that He is going to establish a dynasty through King David that is going to last forever
God promises that out of this dynasty God will raise up a savior-King that will bring healing, pardon, and a lasting peace
God promises that He will be a father to this future heir of King David
There were times after God said this to King David that it appeared that God did not keep His promises
The Jewish people were invaded and made to be servants to other nations
Some Jews are still waiting for God to come through on His promises to David
But as Christians we believe that these promises have been fulfilled in Jesus
When the angel greets Mary, who is the daughter of the house of David, when the angel greets Mary, the angel repeats the 

promises made to King David - Her son Jesus will receive the throne of David his forefather and His kingdom will last 
forever

The name Jesus means “the Lord saves”
Adam was created without sin, but later committed the second sin on the face of the earth - Jesus is the new Adam, being 

born without sin - Mary is the mother of Jesus
Therefore, Mary is the new Eve - Mary is conceived without sin just as Eve was created without sin
Mary is also the new ark of the covenant, the new tabernacle - inside her womb, God resided for nine months, body, blood, 

soul, and divinity
Mary is the “mother of God” because God becomes incarnate when he takes on flesh in her womb.
From Eve came all human life; from Mary the gift of new life in Jesus
So when the Angel Gabriel visited Mary and told her about Jesus and how He would fulfill the promises given to King David, 

Mary’s reaction, Mary’s question, “how shall this be, since I have no husband” is not prompted by doubt or skepticism, 
but by wonderment

She is a true hearer of the Word and she immediately responds with faith and trust
Mary believed God's promises even when they seemed impossible
She was full of grace because she trusted that what God said was true and would be fulfilled
She was willing and eager to do God's will, even if it seemed difficult or costly
Mary's prompt response of "yes" to the divine message is a model of faith for all of us



Jesus is a paradox - Jesus is fully God and fully human - this may sound impossible, but this is what we believe and proclaim 
when we say the Creed at Mass

What is announced to Mary is the revelation of all that the prophets had spoken - Paul summarizes this fact when he says in 
the second reading from His letter to the Romans - Paul says that Jesus is the revelation of the mystery kept secret 
for long ages, but hinted at through the writings of the Old Testament prophets

The angel Gabriel tells Mary that Jesus will be called the “Son of the Most High” - this is an ancient title first used for 
Melchizedek who was a priest and King who met with Abraham - Melchizedek is a king and offers sacrifices, just as 
Jesus is king and makes the ultimate sacrifice - sacrificing Himself, God, on the Cross for our sins

We know that Jesus will reign forever as highest of the kings of earth
We know that He did and continues to call God the Father, “His Father”
He is to rule not only over the house of Jacob - a title God used in making His covenant with Israel at Mount Sinai (see 

Exodus 19:3), but He is to rule over all of humanity
Jesus fulfills the promises made to David and to the Israelites, the Jews
So in Jesus, God keeps all the promises He ever made 
Why does He do this? Because He loves us
I think that is why broken relationships and broken promises hurt so very much - because they tell us that to some degree we 

are unimportant, that we are unlovable
These are lies from the evil one
In sending Jesus, God proclaims from the rooftop that we are important, that we are lovable
He wants to spend eternity with each one of us in Heaven
He followed through on this crazy plan of sending Jesus, the second person of God, to earth to be born of a virgin, just as He 

promised to King David and others; just so He could die on the Cross, rise from the dead, and save us from our sins 
so that we can be with Him forever in Heaven

So why should we be obedient to God like Mary did? Why should we say yes to God? 
Because God is the only one that we know who loves us perfectly and perfectly keeps His promises
We know this because of all the marvelous things He has done through out history, but none bigger than sending Jesus to 

be born of virgin so that he could die on the Cross for us
Therefore we can trust Him with the small things of our lives and the big things in our lives
We know we can trust Him with our whole lives because He has been trustworthy in all of His promises throughout history
So the next time you are tempted to believe the Satanic lie that you are unimportant or unloved, just look at the manger, just 

look at the Cross
Jesus did that for you - even if you were the only person who ever existed, He would have still done it all just for you
You are infinitely important - you are infinitely lovable - trust God and believe it


