
If you could choose any lifestyle you wanted, what would you choose?
Would you choose the life of a millionaire? Or maybe a billionaire? Maybe own a big house here in town or maybe on the 

ocean? Or maybe you would own a second home in Paris? Maybe you would own a really expensive sports car or 
maybe a yacht or a private jet? Or maybe you would choose you lifestyle you live now? Or maybe you would choose a 
life even less cluttered with material things than you have now

I’m thinking an indoor golf course would be nice - never seen one, but someone should build one - and I’m not talking miniature 
golf

Jesus created the universe - He created the natural things and people He would be interacting with during His time on earth
He could have been born into any family and environment He wanted
So when the Creator of the universe; the King of kings; He whose life, death, and resurrection was the pinnacle of history; 

decided to come and live among His creation, what did He choose?
He choose a couple from a small insignificant town with a reputation of being kind of a backwards place, much how some of 

you seem to think of Faribault
The woman was just a young lady, who because of the Holy Spirit, was being suspected by many of adultery
The man didn’t have any powerful important job in society - He was a carpenter
The family and situation the creator of the universe was born into was pretty lowly
The most important birth that has ever happened didn’t happen in a palace, but in a stable, in a barn
Jesus wasn’t laid in a Babyletto crib lined with gold and down feathers, but in a manger, a feeding trough for the animals
The most important infant welcoming party was Mary and Joseph and some barn animals
And the first visitors were not the king and queen of the area, but some shepherds
The savior promised to God’s people through the ages, through the prophets, especially Isaiah, did not come in great glory, but 

in humbleness
Ever since the time of Abraham, God had taken the time to reveal more and more about who He is to the people of Israel
He revealed to them that He is one God, not just one god among many like the Greek or the Roman gods like Zeus, Aphrodite, 

etc. Nor was He one of the gods of Hinduism - He alone is the true God - and He is one, not many
The Israelites struggled to keep the ways and commandments of the Lord
So they prayed for someone who would show them, teach them, and lead them in the ways of holiness
Jesus existed for all time; there was never a time that He did not exist - but He entered time - Jesus existed for all eternity 

before He took on flesh and was conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of Mary
Now, we didn’t - we did not exist before we were conceived - we came into existence right at the moment of our conception - 

right at that moment, God created a soul to go with our bodies
But Jesus existed for an eternity before he was conceived in the womb of Mary
Therefore we can say the following things about Jesus
One, He is the second person of the Trinity, of the one God



Jesus is one divine person with two natures, human and divine
Again, Jesus is the second person of the Trinity
He is one divine person with two natures, human and divine
But the shepherds weren’t concerned with these details - the shepherds weren’t some intellectual giants - they didn’t stop to 

think does God exist or not - they didn’t questions the message of the angels
In their pureness of heart, in their faith, they received the good news of the angels that the savior had been born in Bethlehem 

and left immediately to go see the Christ child
When they got there, there was Joseph, Mary, and Jesus - when we look at the Nativity scene, we might need to look a second 

time at the ordinariness, the plainness, the humbleness of the scene
And yet, the shepherds come, take in this humble scene, and through faith, realize that contained in this simple scene is the 

truth of what the angels said
And they were so pumped after seeing Jesus, that they couldn’t keep it in - they had to tell someone of the glorious things that 

had happened, of the things they had seen - so they go out from the stable to proclaim to anyone they run into, the 
glorious things that have happened that night

When we look upon the Nativity scene and think about what took place 2000 years ago in a barn in the Middle East, what is our 
reaction?

Luke tells us that those who heard the message of the shepherds were amazed - Are we amazed at the coming of our savior?
Are we going to leave this Christmas celebration glorifying and praising God as the shepherds did?
We should - especially in light of Easter
Christmas means nothing without Easter - God didn’t come to just be a good role model - to just show us how to live holy lives
No, He came to earth so that He could save us from our sins, to give us the grace we need to live holy lives - Thus, He came 

being born of a virgin and taking on our human nature so that He could die on a Cross and rise from the dead
If we were God, we might have chosen to come with more fanfare and earthly glory and wealth
But I think if we emulated Mary, who Luke says, remembered all these events and reflected on them in her heart, we would 

come to the conclusion that this was the best way possible for God to free us of ours sins and thus give us the grace we 
need to spend eternity in heaven with God face to face

If we take the time to reflect on the events and meaning of Christmas, we too, almost automatically, will emulate the shepherds 
by glorifying and praising God for all God has done for us

He wants what is ultimately best for us - sometimes to get there, we have to go through trials
God’s ultimate desire for us is to be rejoicing with Him in Heaven forever - He literally died to give us our salvation - how are we 

going to respond? Are we going to respond like the shepherds?
Today we celebrate Jesus taking on human nature; are we going to praise God and open our hearts up to Him so that He can 

give us His divine nature?


