
Some years ago, I was walking around some suburb of Chicago
We walked by a Catholic church - then in just one or two blocks, we passed another Catholic church - growing up in Ames, IA 

where we had two Catholic churches in town, one on the north side of town and one in the west part of town where Iowa 
State University was, I thought this is was a little odd to have two Catholic Churches so close together

It seemed like over-kill - well I found out that one of the churches was Polish and the other German or something like that
I realized that fifty years ago, ethnic groups mattered, even on Sunday morning and they weren’t about to go to each other’s 

church
Each ethnic group had their own little corner of the world where they could surround themselves with the culture from their 

homeland
What ethnic group you belonged to, what your family history was, had a huge impact on how you defined yourself
This was and is true around here
It seems like everyone is related to at least a couple of other people
When I was a seminarian I spent 7 months at St. John Vianney in Fairmont - There is a small town south of there called East 

Chain - I was told that one of the parents told their son or daughter that they couldn’t date anyone in their high school - 
because they were related to everyone 

If it was true in Chicago in the first half of the 20th century and around here, it was even more true in the time of Jesus
Ever since the time of Abraham, God had taken the time to reveal more and more about who He is to the people of Israel
He revealed to them that He is one God, not just one god among many like the Greek or the Roman gods like Zeus, Aphrodite, 

etc. Nor was He one of the gods of Hinduism - He alone is the true God - and He is one, not many
The Israelites struggled to keep the ways and commandments of the Lord
So they prayed for someone who would show them, teach them, and lead them in the ways of holiness
The prophets also foretold that some special descendent of Abraham, specifically of King David, would come and show them 

the way to fulfilling their relationship with God
So it is vitally important to show that Jesus, in His humanity, is a descendent of Abraham and King David - By starting out his 

Gospel account with the genealogy of Jesus, Matthew shows that Jesus is the fulfillment of all the prophets said
This is re-emphasized in the second reading - Paul is preaching in Antioch and reiterates that Jesus descended from King 

David, of who God said was a man after His own heart
But Jesus was more than just a descendent of Abraham and King David through Joseph; we know from Tradition and the 

Gospel of John that He was also God Himself, the Second Person of the Trinity
Jesus existed for all time; there was never a time that He did not exist - but He entered time and became a part of His own 

creation - so Jesus existed for all eternity before He took on flesh and was conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of 
Mary

Now, we didn’t - we did not exist before we were conceived - we came into existence right at the moment of our conception - 
right at that moment, God created a soul to go with our bodies

But Jesus existed for an eternity before he was conceived in the womb of Mary



Therefore we can say the following things about Jesus
One, He is the second person of the Trinity, of the one God
Jesus is one divine person with two natures, human and divine
Again, Jesus is the second person of the Trinity
He is one divine person with two natures, human and divine
So if God Himself, the creator of the universe come to earth - this had to be the greatest thing that had ever happened
So did God come as a member of a wealthy family - no, just two peasants of a small town
Was God born in some fancy place - no, He was born in a stable, a smelly barn
Did God come free of scandal? No - even though Mary was immaculately conceived, Joseph failed to see the significance of 

who she was - that she was perfect and destined to be the Mother of God
Matthew said Joseph was a righteous man and so for him to go through with a marriage to someone who had obviously 

committed adultery, who was already pregnant would have been to go against everything he believed in
But Joseph was also merciful - even though he couldn’t in good conscience go through with the marriage to Mary, he didn’t 

want to expose to the religious authorities
However, an angel of the Lord visited Joseph and explained everything - and to Joseph’s credit, probably much to the surprise 

and gossip of his friends and family, Joseph is obedient to the message of the angel and goes ahead and does the 
radical thing of staying with Mary

We may not get an angel that appears to us in our sleep, but I think if we are honest with ourselves, we often know what God 
would want us to do

Where we fail is not in hearing the message of God, but trusting God in the implementation of the message
But we should know that God is trustworthy
We are the new Jerusalem; we are the new Zion
God is not against us, but very much for us
God will pursue you - He wants to call you “My Delight,” “Espoused” 
He wants to delight in you
This is why Christmas happened, why Jesus came to earth
He came so that by being born of a woman and taking on our nature, He could die on a Cross and rise from the dead so that 

we can take on His divine nature
This is the best way possible for us to be freed of our sins and thus have the grace to spend eternity in heaven with God face to 

face
This is God’s ultimate desire for us - to be rejoicing with Him in Heaven forever - He literally died to give us our salvation - how 

are we going to respond?
God wants us to be joyful - He wants what is ultimately best for us - sometimes to get there, we have to go through trials
Today we celebrate Jesus taking on human nature; are we going to trust God with giving us His divine nature?


