
One of the most ancient traditions of humanity is to complain about or make fun of the in-laws - not that any of YOU would do 
that - I know it is hard to believe, but sometimes people outside of the Sacred Heart community do such things

Saint Simon Peter, like all of you, loved his mother-in-law
So when he found out that his mother-in-law was sick, He brought the one person he knew could heal her: Jesus
Contained in St. Simon Peter’s action to bring Jesus to his mother-in-law is simple trust
St. Simon Peter trusted, he believed, he knew, that Jesus would heal his mother-in-law
We need to have the same trust that Jesus wants to heal us
Also, notice what St. Simon Peter’s mother-in-law’s reaction: she waited on them
God heals us not just for our own good, but for others’ good
God heals us so that we can better serve others
I remember once when my mom was pretty sick and she had to stay in the guest room
It was during this time we realized how much we missed my mom’s hugs and love - and also her cooking - my dad cooks only 

slightly better than I do - And I don’t cook - my dad cooks by taking all the left overs and making one dish out of them 
By missing my mom’s hugs and love, it showed us how much my mom did serve us
Some of you may be thinking, “I don’t have very many talents or much else to give anyone else”
In fact, you may be thinking, “I need someone to serve me, to heal me. I’m one of the sick or ill that Jesus needs to heal
You may be thinking along with Job that life is a drudgery; that you will never see happiness again
Maybe some of you are depressed - maybe some of you have experienced what some of the saints call a dark night of the soul
Even in those dark moments, we need to trust that God can heal us - even though it doesn’t feel like He can, we have to trust 

and know that He has the power to do so
But why does God allow us to suffer in the first place?
Why does Job feel that life is a drudgery?
God doesn’t create suffering - but sometimes He allows it to draw us closer to Him
It is in our suffering that we realize that we are not self sufficient - we realize that we need a divine physician, a healer, a savior
It is in our suffering that we are forced to call upon someone bigger than ourselves to heal us
And when we receive that spiritual and/or physical healing, we must give thanks
We must tell others about the Good News of Jesus
Jesus realized that He was the greatest thing people could receive
Therefore, He tells His disciples that He is sharing the wealth - Mark records that Jesus went out preaching and driving out 

demons all over the area of Galilee
Paul too realized the greatest thing anyone can receive, the one person who can heal every illness and fulfill every deep 

authentic desire is Jesus - Jesus really is the Good News
Paul is so filled with the Holy Spirit that he says he can’t keep it in
He says that an obligation has been imposed on him to preach the gospel
He says woe to me if I don’t preach it



We should feel the same way
We should be able to say with St. Paul, “Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel”
I might have told this story before, but in college, my friend Reed and I hung out with some Baptists for a while - once we 

became more convinced that the Catholic Church had the fullness of Truth, we didn’t hang out with them as much
Reed, one day, complained to me that they wouldn’t stopped pestering him about being Catholic and said they were worried 

about him
I said Reed, they are not trying to make your life miserable - they care about you and love you - they want you to go to heaven
They believe that Catholics don’t go to heaven - therefore they are worried about you - them pestering you is a sign that they 

care about you
Now, I’m not saying we go around pestering people - and yes, it takes prayer, knowledge, and tact to evangelize the Catholic 

faith to others - but this does not excuse us from doing so
We all have a duty to evangelize - to share the joy and healing we have received from Jesus with others - even to those who 

might not want to listen
I say this especially in light of the current presidential administration trying to pass a law that would force all employers, 

including Catholic employers, to offer health coverage that includes sterilization, abortion-inducing drugs, and 
contraception, thing that not only go against what the Catholic Church believes, but also includes drugs that are harmful 
to a woman’s body

Not only is this a clear violation of the freedom of religion, but health care is suppose to be aimed at healing us from diseases
When a woman gets pregnant, it doesn’t mean that something is wrong with her body - it means that that there is something 

very right with her body - her body functioned just as it should
Now personally (I’m not speaking for the church), but why is it that our society has settled on making the women do all the work 

when it comes to birth regulation - how is that fair? There is a fair way to do birth regulation - not only is it fair, but it is 
natural and ethically moral - it is called natural family planning and it is 99% effective when done correctly - also couples 
that practice Natural Family Planning have a divorce rate of less than 5%

Catholics should be free to express their orientation to life in all its stages in the way we care for each other
We must evangelize to our nation the dignity and infinite worth of very human being from conception to natural death
After communion, I’ll read a letter from Bishop Quinn concerning this matter - it is kind of long, but I want you to hear it straight 

from our Shepherd’s mouth
Jesus prayed and then preached to all of Galilee
Paul was obligated to preach the gospel to all of the Mediterranean area
We too must pray and preach the Good News of Jesus Christ to those in our lives
How should we do this? Preach the Gospel always; use words if necessary


