
Movie makers have thought up some pretty gruesome ways to die
One of them is the accelerated aging thing - like when the bad guy in Indiana Jones and Last Crusade drinks from the wrong 

chalice
He ages quickly, grows old, then his body decays, and finally he becomes a pile of dust - all within about 30 seconds
In some ways this is a crude approximation of what happened to people who had leprosy back in Biblical times
Only it was a lot slower and a lot more painful
The disease would cause their body to decay while they were still alive
The disease was also highly contagious
So much so, that Moses, 1300 years before Christ, says in the first reading that anyone who even had a scab or sore that 

might even hint of leprosy must yell “unclean, unclean” as they walked around so that every one could get away from 
them - in fact even worse, they had to dwell outside the camp

It is hard to have much of a social life if you can’t interact or come close to people
And there was no Facebook, texting, or twitter
People with leprosy were outcasts in every sense of the word
So in the Gospel, even the leper approaching Jesus would have been seen as an act of defiance, a dangerous thing to do
And yet no only did the leper dare to get close to Jesus, but he dared to believe that Jesus could make heal him - “If you 

wish, you can make me clean.”
Now we know that Jesus can heal from afar - we’ve seen him do it in other Gospel stories - but here Jesus amazingly risked 

getting the fatal disease Himself
He reaches out and touches the leper - but instead of Jesus catching the disease, the leper instead is healed
Jesus tells the leper to go show himself to the priests - again it was the priests who were like the doctors back then- it was 

there job to determine if a person was free of leprosy and thus able to rejoin the rest of the people
And then the man was suppose to offer an offering to the Lord in thanksgiving of being cured
Leprosy may not be the dangerous disease it used to be
But we have other leprosies in our culture and society that we need to be aware of: greed, poverty, relativism, abortion, 

euthanasia, jealousy, infidelity, loss of virtue, and other such things
There is a real danger that we can become infected with these things - we all need to be constantly on guard and reflective 

to make sure we haven’t become infected 
If we have been infected, we need to go to Confession and think of ways to change our habits, our thinking patterns
It is so easy to let the world infect us
In college, by my junior year, I had “found” Jesus - I was probably doing 10 hours a week or more of Mass, Bible studies, 

faith sharing groups, Protestant church services
In the spring semester, January of 1997, I went to intern at IBM in Rochester, MN



Now I didn’t rob a bank, or go streaking, or kill anyone, or steal anyone’s lunch - but I could tell that my relationship with 
Christ, without the support system that I had at Iowa State, had taken a turn for the worse

I was letting the world slowly influence me more and more and I knew I was a less effective witness to Christ 
I was letting the world influence me instead of me influencing the world with Christ’s healing love
That’s often how the devil gets us - not by any radical turn to evil, but by many slow, small steps - just like leprosy - a slow, 

slow decay - only for us is a slow spiritual decay
Therefore, we must be like Christ - we need to have concern for those who have been captured by the allure and addiction 

that sin has - this could even be ourselves; not just someone else
We must strive to become holy - if we are holy, then we will be able to heal the world of spiritual decay - if we are not holy, 

then our contact with evil will draw us into evil
We want to be like Christ - with the help of God’s grace, our contact with others should bring about healing, not our infection 

with evil
If this is to happen we must be holy - we must pray, do penances, go to the sacrament of Reconciliation, fast, spend time 

with our Lord in Eucharistic Adoration, spend some time in silent prayer, say the Rosary, and other such things
We also need to educate ourselves so that we can give witness and explain the truth of the Gospel - read the Bible, read the 

Catechism of the Catholic Church, join a Bible study, read the letters of the Pope, read an orthodox Catholic author
We are our own and our brother or sister’s keeper
We need to have concern for each other’s soul, especially the soul of your spouse and children - spouses, pray together - 

parents, pray with your children - pray for their holiness and purity - bless them with holy water whenever they go out 
or at bed time

If we truly love someone, we will be concerned about the holiness of their soul - we should want them to be healed of any 
evil and addictions to sin - we should want them to be healed, holy, and in a good relationship with Christ so that they 
can go to heaven when they die

We are our brother’s and sister’s keeper - not in a creepy or judgmental way that puts them down, but in a loving way that 
guides and helps them, that challenges them to holiness

Moral relativism doesn’t do us any good - the attitude that whatever is right for you is right for you and whatever is right for 
me is right for me - this doesn’t do any one any good - as Catholics we believe that morality is absolute, not relative

What is a moral thing for me to do is also a moral thing for everyone to do and what is an immoral thing for me to do is an 
immoral thing for everyone to do

As Paul says in the second reading, we must do everything for the glory of God
When we bring spiritual healing and blessings to those around us, we should give thanks and glory to God that He has 

allowed us to be instruments of His grace and love
Our society, our world is in desperate need of Jesus’ healing love - go and be Jesus to those around you


