
I think we all have regrets in life, in so far as if we had them to do over again, we would do something different
However, I do think we can come to a realization that all of our good actions and all of our bad actions have hopefully 

brought us to a place where we feel blessed by God
Maybe there are some choices in my life I would have done differently, but if I had, would I be a priest today? Who knows 

what alternative road any one of those decisions would have taken me down - what I do know is that I love being a 
priest and I know that my being a priest is what God created me to be

As Christians, we don’t believe in reincarnation - however, we do believe in the resurrection of all when at the end of time, 
our souls will be rejoined with our bodies and we will either go to heaven or hell - so no need to worry; you cannot 
die and then come back to earth as a frog or a worm

However, if we choose to love and serve Jesus, our bodies will be transformed like Jesus’ body was - Jesus, after His 
Resurrection, was able to appear and disappear - He was able to walk through doors and walls - time and objects 
was not able to contain Him - time and objects will not be able to contain us either when we received our 
resurrected bodies at the end of time

This resurrection at the end of time is what Martha thought Jesus was referring to when He said that Lazarus would rise
Now Mary, Martha, and Lazarus were some of Jesus’ best friends - He was close to them and cared about them a lot
Even so, when Jesus hears that Lazarus is sick, the Apostles wanted to remain where they were because they knew that 

if they went back to Judea, the Jews would try to kill Him
They were so sure that Jesus would be captured and killed that Thomas says, “Let us also go to die with him.”
Jesus had healed so many others from illness, why would He not heal one of His best friends, no matter what the dangers 

were
So two days after they first hear the news that Lazarus is sick, they set off for Bethany in Judea - once they got there, they 

find out Lazarus has already been dead for 4 days
When He gets close to Bethany, Martha tells Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
Mary, Lazarus’ sister, goes out to meet Jesus too - She too says, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died.”
In this statement, Martha and Mary show their faith in Jesus - that He can heal the sick
However, they also show their lack of faith - or their lack in the knowledge of who Jesus is, and what power He has
Martha and Mary’s friends show the same lack of faith when they say, “Could not the one who opened the eyes of the 

blind man have done something so that this man would not have died?”
Jesus doesn’t just want to heal; He wants to give new life
So Jesus asks where they have laid Lazarus
Now today, embalming techniques are so good that funeral homes can keep a body in good shape for a week or more
I figure every time I eat McDonalds or other processed food, I am just helping the funeral home sometime in the future



I figure all of those preservatives should keep my body in tip top shape for weeks after I die
But in AD 30, they didn’t have the embalming techniques we have today, or McDonalds, or preservatives
So Lazarus’ body would have already decayed a lot and thus it would have had a stench to it
Even so, Jesus orders the stone to be rolled away - He commands Lazarus to come out - at this Lazarus rises from the 

dead
Jesus, in His prayer and in what John writes, does this miracle so that others would come to believe in Him - and after 

seeing Lazarus rise from the dead, many of the Jews who had come to comfort Mary and Martha did just that - they 
came to believe in Jesus

Lazarus rising from the dead is a prefigurement of Jesus’ own resurrection
Even more so though, it is a prefigurement of our resurrection
See, the oldest person on earth is not Lazarus, but a woman named Besse Cooper - I looked it up on the internet - she is 

115 years old and lives in the US
This means that after Jesus raising him from the dead, Lazarus still died years later, but only after completing the things 

God wanted Him to do on earth
As Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good works that God has prepared in 

advance, that we should live in them.”
We too are called to believe in not just Jesus’ resurrection, but our own - we too are called to love God so that we can rise 

from our earthly death to spend eternity with Him in Heaven
But until then we are called to the little deaths and resurrections of the everyday Christian life
Paul says in the second reading that if Christ is in us, if Christ’s love is in us, then we are alive - even if we have been 

there has been sin, even serious sin in our lives - even if we have been spiritually dead, Christ, if He dwells in us, 
can make alive again

Paul says, the one who raised Jesus from the dead can give life to our mortal bodies also, through the Spirit dwelling in us
God wants to raise us up from where ever we are - from whatever spiritual deaths or illness we have - He wants to give us 

His spirit so that, like Lazarus, we can rise to new life
So believe in Jesus, believe that Jesus is really God, make Jesus Lord of your life, and He will raise you up and give you 

new life


