
I’m never quite sure what to do when I see a Caution: Falling Rock sign
Am I suppose to pay closer attention to the road? Should I grip the steering wheel tighter? Should I slow down? If a rock, 

a big rock fell on my car, would it matter what speed I was going? No matter what, it is going to do some damage
Rocks, especially big rocks, tend to stay where they are and the ones that are moving can do quite a bit of damage
Mary of Magdala goes to the tomb of Jesus early, early in the morning
See sees the stone removed from the tomb - she assumes the body of Jesus has been stolen
However, in hindsight this doesn’t make much sense - the last thing the Romans wanted was some rebel-rousers stealing 

the body of a proclaimed savior and spreading the rumor he has risen from the dead - that is why they put the big 
rock there in the first place and stationed soldiers to guard the entrance

We also know the rock was not moved so that Jesus could get out. Remember, He later walks through the locked door 
where the disciples are gathered

No, the stone being moved away was the first sign of the Resurrection
Jesus doesn’t present Himself right away - first the disciples have to come to grips with the empty tomb
The empty tomb and reflecting on all that He had said to them gives them the first hope that following Jesus did not end in 

tragedy
Two days before, all hope the disciples had disappeared with the death of Jesus on the Cross
Those who sought Jesus’ death wanted Him and His message to be buried forever
They, along with Satan who silently urged them on, thought they had defeated Christ for good
Mary of Magdala, the apostles, and the rest of the disciples waited, not fully knowing what to expect next - maybe they 

had hope that this was not the final chapter, but they just didn’t know
While Jesus’ body laid still in the tomb, Jesus is freeing the holy souls of those since Adam and Eve - they had been 

waiting for Jesus to come and save them, from the netherworld, the bosom of Abraham, or as some sources say, 
from hell - just a theological note - this is not the same hell of the damned of which is there is not possibility of ever 
getting out

Again, through the Fall, Satan thought he had won and had destroyed humanity’s chance of being with God
However, Jesus, God, dies on a Cross, and rises from the dead - now hell and Satan tremble in fear
Jesus who is both son of God and son of Eve goes and searches out our first parents (Adam and Eve), to free them from 

sorrow, darkness, and the shadow of death
Jesus tells Adam and Eve and us, “I did not create you to be held a prisoner in hell. Rise up, work of my hands, you who 

were created in my image. Rise, let up leave this place, for you are in me and I am in you…”

“For your sake I, your God, became you son; I, the Lord, took the form of a slave; I, whose home is above the 
heavens, descended to the earth and beneath the earth. For your sake, for the sake of man, I became like a man 



without help, free among the dead. For the sake of you, who left a garden, I was betrayed to the Jews in a garden, 
and I was crucified in a garden.”

“Rise let us leave this place. The enemy led you out of the earthly paradise. I will not restore you to that paradise, 
but I will enthrone you in heaven. I forbade you the tree that was only a symbol of life, but see, I who am life itself 
am now one with you. I appointed cherubim to guard you as slaves are guarded, but now I make them worship you 
as God. The throne formed by cherubim awaits you, its bearers swift and eager. The bridal chamber is adorned, the 
banquet is ready, the eternal dwelling places are prepared, the treasure houses of all good things lie open. The 
kingdom of heaven has been prepared for you from all eternity.”

I took these words from the Office of Readings - the words are from an ancient homily - even though they are old, I felt 
they so eloquently explain how the death and resurrection of Christ didn’t just restore the paradise of Adam and 
Eve and the rest of creation, the rest of the cosmos, but gave us a gift far greater than they ever had in the Garden 
of Eden - we are now given the gift of eternal life in heaven with God Himself

That is why the Exsultet, which is sung at the Easter Vigil, can paradoxically say, “O Happy fault of Adam…”
The evil fault of Adam and Eve has given us a gift of far greater value than eternal life on earth - that of eternal salvation in 

heaven
I am sure most of us have had some experience of God’s salvation in their own lives - we have our own personal history 

of salvation
Our salvation is but a small, but necessary part of the salvation of many and the cosmos
Peter, after the Resurrection, Jesus forgiving him of denying Him three times, and emboldened by the Holy Spirit at 

Pentecost, could not keep the Good News in
Peter says, “He (Jesus) commissioned us to preach to the people and testify that he is the one appointed by God as judge 

of the living and the dead...everyone who believes in him will receive forgiveness of sins through his name.”
Yes, Christ is truly risen and we too, like Peter, are commissioned to preach and testify the good news of Jesus
We too must proclaim this to the world, so that the joy which is ours will reach countless other hearts, giving them the 

hope of Jesus which does not disappoint - Christ is risen, alleluia!


