
Last night we remembered Jesus instituting the Eucharist and sacerdotal priesthood at the Last Supper
Today, we remember Jesus agony and death on the Cross for our sins
When we think of who Jesus is, the loneliness of His death strikes us as odd
Jesus, ever since the beginning of His public ministry has been surrounded by crowds of people
Now hanging on the Cross, all have deserted Him except for His mother, three woman, and John, the beloved disciple
Also, death on a Cross was an agonizing and humiliating death - people could take days to die on a cross, but Jesus, 

since He had been so badly beaten died by mid-afternoon, approximately at 3 o’clock - hence why the Good Friday 
service is to take place at about 3 PM

Now, Jesus was crucified for His claim to be a king
The Jews had understood that the Messiah would come as a king to establish God’s reign for them - they wanted a king 

who would free them from tyranny and foreign domination - may had high hopes that Jesus would be this king
However, they did not understand what kind of kingship Jesus claimed to have
Jesus came to conquer hearts and souls for the kingdom of God, an imperishable kingdom - not a perishable one made of 

lands and entitlements
We can find no greater proof of God’s love for us than the willing sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross
Jesus’ last words, “It is finished!” is an expression of triumph, not defeat
Jesus bowed his head and gave up his spirit knowing that the strife was now over and the battle was won
Even on the cross Jesus knew the joy of victory - joy doesn’t necessarily mean happiness - Jesus was not happy to die on 

the Cross, but He had joy, a deep pervading joy that came from doing what God the Father wanted Him to do
What the Father sent him into the world to do had now been accomplished
Jesus has triumphed over his enemies - sin, Satan, and death
The darkness that had begun in the Garden of Eden by Adam and Eve had now been reversed
Pope John Paul II said in his Good Friday homily in 1999 that in “order for to bring man back to the Father’s face, Jesus 

not only had to take on the face of man, but he had to burden himself with the ‘face’ of sin.”
Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:21 - “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become 

the righteousness of God.”
Jesus never sinned during His earthly life, but He took on the burden of sin on the Cross so that we might have the grace 

necessary to be freed from our sins
In Christ sin, Satan, and death are truly defeated
Christ wants to give us the grace of the Cross not just to believe in Him and His salvation, but to give us the grace to 

change, to change and become actually and truly holy
In a fallen world, no change, no transformation ever takes place without work, pain, and suffering



We see this even in the laws of the universe - that thermodynamics says that energy is needed to decrease the entropy of 
a system or said the opposite way, energy is needed to increase the order of a system

If we are to increase the order, the holiness, of our lives, then we need an infusion of energy - this energy is the grace won 
by Christ on the Cross

We need to submit ourselves to Jesus’ kingship - we need to allow ourselves to receive the full benefits of our Baptism, 
the full benefits of being a member of the Kingdom of God, the imperishable kingdom

When we submit ourselves to Jesus’ kingship we will receive the energy, the grace, to order our lives - order our lives in 
such a way as to bring joy to ourselves and those around us - a joy that comes from the freedom of being and 
doing what God created us to be and do

And when we do, when we allow ourselves the full benefits of being a member of the Kingdom of God, we also realize 
that we are part of a community of believers: the church triumphant in heaven, the church penitent in Purgatory, the 
church militant here on earth - we are not called to carry the crosses of our lives alone and be burdened beyond 
our means - in the Kingdom of God, in Jesus’ Kingdom, with the grace of Christ, we are called help carry each 
other’s crosses

When we cooperate with Jesus’ grace won on the Cross, we allow Him to defeat sin, Satan, and death through our 
actions and gestures towards others


