
Has anyone surprised you by doing exactly what they said they were going to do?
I’m assuming this also happens quite often in wedding proposals - I would hope the couple has talked about marriage before 

the guy pops the question, but still it is a surprise to her when he does do it
This is true of Jesus and His death and resurrection
We hear Jesus tell His disciples multiple times that He is going to have to die a horrible death and after three days, rise 

again
Despite this, after Jesus’ death, the disciples go into hiding - they give into fear and despair
Earlier this week, at daily Mass, we heard the story of the Walk to Emmaus - How Jesus joined two disciples on their way 

from Jerusalem to Emmaus
We heard how Jesus turned their sorrow into joy when he first joined them and explained to them using the words of the 

prophets and psalms and the rest of Scripture to show that the Son of God, the Christ, He, would have to die and then 
rise from the dead for the forgiveness of sin

However, despite all this, they only recognized Jesus in the breaking of the bread, in the Eucharist
Once they figured this out, Jesus leaves their presence and so the two run back to Jerusalem (which is about 12 miles away)
They are so excited they go to tell the Apostles the great News - that Jesus really is alive, that He has risen just as He said 

He would
This week, we join the action just as the two disciples are explaining to the rest of them just what had happened on their way 

to Emmaus, how they came to know Jesus in the breaking of the bread
Despite the words and joy of the two disciples, the rest of them do not believe that Jesus has risen
We know this because just then Jesus Himself shows up - instead of being joyful, they are startled by his appearance and 

are full of fear - they think they are seeing a ghost
Jesus tries to calm them down by saying, “Peace be with you.”
He tries to prove to them that He is not a ghost by showing them his hands and feet - He invites them to touch Him
However, Luke records that the disciples were still incredulous for joy and were amazed - this means they were starting to 

believe, but it was a cautious belief - it would be awesome if it really was Jesus; they had that “I’m just not sure yet” 
type of feeling - it all seemed too good to be true

So Jesus asks for some fish because no ghosts most definitely can’t eat food - at least that is the idea
As I was writing this homily, I was trying to think if any of the famous ghosts ate solid, real food - Did Marley eat anything 

when he appeared to Scrooge in the Disney version? Did any of the ghosts in Ghostbusters ever eat real solid food? I 
don’t think so, but I’m not sure

Then Jesus does it again - just like with the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, Jesus shows how the prophets, the 
psalms, the law of Moses, the rest of the what we know as the Old Testament foretold of the Christ suffering and rising 
from the dead on the third day for the forgiveness of sins - that Jesus’ name would be preached to the nations starting 
in Jerusalem



Only then did they start to understand and believe not only was this Jesus in front of them and that He had risen from the 
dead, but that everything had happened according to God’s plan

Just like the disciples, we too live in a skeptical world
Many people today believe that truth is relative - that there is no objective truth - that the only truths are those that can be 

proven by the scientific method
For the modern person there seems to be only two categories of things known for certain - the objective reality of things that 

can be measured and the subjective, relative feeling and reactions of personal experience
Yes, Jesus is willing to show us His hands and feet - Yes, He is willing to show us that He really exists and has risen from the 

dead, but He wants so much more 
He wants us to believe that He is our savior, that He did everything for love of us
He wants us to believe that our sins and failings can be forgiven by His mercy
It is very tempting not to believe in these things, to think that Jesus was just another human being in human history whom a 

lot of people mistakenly believed was God
But we must rise above that temptation and allow Peter’s words to pierce our unbelieving hearts
Peter, as recorded in the Acts of the Apostles, outlines to the people how God’s plan progressed from Abraham all the way to 

Jesus - how even though they asked to have Jesus put to death, it was all part of God’s plan, God’s plan to save not 
just those who put Jesus to death, but to save the world - to forgive the sins of anyone who wants it

Jesus, His death and resurrection is the center of human history - however, He wants to be the center of our history, the 
center of our lives

He wants us to get to know and understand Him - which is a lot by the way since He created us - so He knows us and 
understands us better than we do ourselves

John, in his first letter, says that we will know when we believe and know Jesus - He says we may know for sure that we 
know Him because we will keep His commandments

Yes, Jesus loves us and forgives us of our sins, but that love demands something of us - when two people love each other, 
when one kisses the other on the lips, does the other person just passively stand there? No, they press into each 
other - they both actively kiss each other

We too need to react to God’s love - we too need to press back into His love for us
We need to move beyond surprise and disbelief to belief, understanding, and returning that love by keeping His 

commandments
We must allow God’s love to be perfected in us and in the actions of our lives


