
Picture this: you’re in a burning building - the alarms are going off, the hallways are filled with smoke - in the middle of all 
the confusion, you hear a voice - it says, “I know the one way to safety. Follow me” - you peer through the smoke 
and see the voice belongs to a fireman - however, the crowd ignores the fireman and continues going in other 
directions

What would you do? Would you follow one of the crowds or would you follow the fireman?
In the first reading Peter is talking to the priest and elders
It is after Pentecost so Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit
Peter, the day before, had cured a leper in Jesus’ name and thousands more had come to believe in Jesus
Now they had been arrested and were speaking to the Sanhedrin - this would be like speaking in front of all the judges of 

the Supreme Court and the President
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, gives them a life and death proposal - one that is even more important than deciding to 

follow a fireman or the crowd out of a burning building
The decision that Peter puts forth to Sanhedrin doesn’t have to do with choosing earthly life or death, but eternal life and 

death
Sometimes it seems like life gives us chooses that are varying degrees of grey - sometimes life’s decisions are not just 

black or white
However, with Jesus it is black and white - the Sanhedrin knew this and Peter spells it out
Jesus said He was God - John 8:58 Jesus says, “Before Abraham was, I AM.” - I AM was the sacred name that God gave 

to Himself when He led the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt
When you read the Gospels, when you read the Bible, it is very clear that Jesus thought He was God
Now what if the person sitting next to you, your son, your daughter, your mother, your father, or your spouse claimed to be 

God and really believed they are - would you believe him or her? - no, you tell them they were way delusional - 
maybe you would even threaten to take them to a mental institution

But this was what Jesus did - He claimed to be God - but not only did He claim to be God, but He would give people proof 
in the form of miracles

One of my favorite Gospel stories is in Luke 5 when Jesus is crammed into a house - there is no room left, so some guys 
rip up an opening in the home - remember this is not their home and yet they felt it would be a good idea to rip up 
the roof - before I entered seminary, I owned a house in Rochester - I think I would have been a little put out if 
some people had started taking axes and stuff to my roof - I don’t think I would have been too happy

But these guys rip up the roof because they knew they needed to get their paralytic friend in front of Jesus
Once they’ve lowered their friend down from the roof in front of Jesus, does Jesus heal him? Not at first - instead Jesus 

tells the paralytic that his sins are forgiven
The scribes and the Pharisees go bananas - they rightly know that only God can forgive sins



But then Jesus says, “Which is easier to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? But that you may know 
that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” and then turning to the paralytic, “I say to you, rise, pick 
up your stretcher, and go home” at which point the crippled is completely healed

So we are left with the same black and white choice that the people in that house had, the same choice that Peter put 
before the Sanhedrin - either Jesus should be killed for being a liar and leading people to break the First 
Commandment or He should be worship because Jesus is who He says He is; that He is God incarnate

Either we kill Him in our hearts or we believe that there is no salvation through anyone else, nor is there any other name 
under heaven given to the human race by which we are to be saved

Now the Muslims believe Jesus is a great prophet - this is a dumb thing to believe - no great prophet is a liar - if a person 
doesn’t believe that Jesus is God , then the only valid conclusion one can come to is that Jesus is a liar - either 
Jesus is God or He is a liar and delusional and a heretic - there is no middle ground - there is no room to be 
lukewarm about this

Revelations 3:16 God says, “So, because you are lukewarm, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth.”
Jesus, because of the things He claimed, left us with only two options: either He is a raging lunatic and a liar or He is God, 

the only one through whom we can be saved, the only one whom can get us to heaven
Jesus says in the Gospel that He is the Good Shepherd - hence today is called Good Shepherd Sunday - I hope the ad 

agency in the Vatican (if there is such a thing) didn’t spend too much time and money on coming up with the name
Why is Jesus the Good Shepherd? Because He lays down His life for His sheep 
When Satan appeared to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, what did the first man, Adam do? Did he guard the 

garden as God told him in Genesis chapter 2? No, he let Satan slither right in
Then we read in Genesis chapter 3:7 that Adam was standing right next to Eve as Satan tempted her - Did Adam speak 

up - no, he just stood there and didn’t say anything
Adam the first man failed - he didn’t guard the garden or Eve from evil, from Satan - He didn’t lay down his life for his 

bride, for Eve
Chivalry died almost before it could get started
The New Adam, the ultimate knight in shining armor, Jesus, the Good Shepherd does lay down His life for His bride, the 

Church
He does not run at the first sight of danger, but stays and wards of the wolf, or dragon and saves us, His princess, his 

sheep
If Jesus is the Good Shepherd and lays down His life for us, we too must follow Jesus’ example and lay down our lives for 

the salvation of others
We too are called to allow the Holy Spirit to explode in our soul as it did for the first Apostles



Peter was able to speak boldly about Jesus in front of the Sanhedrin because He allowed the Holy Spirit to explode like 
dynamite in his soul

We too are called to allow the gifts of Holy Spirit that we received especially at Confirmation to explode in our hearts
If we do, we will be on fire for Jesus and not lukewarm - we will lay down our lives for the salvation of others
We are all called to be martyrs - I hope and pray that none of us ever has to shed blood for our beliefs, but who knows, 

maybe it will come to that - I hope we are ready
However, all of us are called to what the saints call white martyrdom - maybe it is being stared at by friends or co-workers 

as you make the sign of the cross and pray before you eat your meal in the cafeteria - maybe it is facing the 
backlash for standing up for the unpopular kid who is being picked on - maybe it is a reduction in pay because you 
won’t do the unethical thing your boss wants you to do

If Jesus isn’t a lunatic or lair, then He must be the God Himself, in which case...
We must tap into the gifts of the Holy Spirit - we must allow the Holy Spirit to explode in our hearts - We must lay down 

our lives for the salvation of others and to speak boldly for Christ
We must tell others to follow the Good Shepherd, to follow the fireman because He knows the way to safety, because 

there is no other way to eternal life, because there is no other name in which we are saved except through Jesus


