
Growing up, my mom was very anti-violence, anti-war - so there were no G.I. Joes in our house; nor were there any cap 
guns or anything else like that - Although I do recall having some water guns

So my brother and I, being little boys with a need to destroy stuff would make guns and swords out of sticks or we would nail 
two boards together for a sword

One thing we took a little too much joy from was using my dad’s tree trimmer - <demonstrate what it looks like> - also it was 
an unspoken contest to see who had the strength to cut off the thickest branch - I’m sure my dad lost some branches 
that he wanted to keep

Now if you have ever tried to trim a tree, you know that the dead branches are a lot easier to cut off than the ones that are 
alive

We need to be branches that are alive - branches that bear fruit
We don’t want to be one of the branches that are thrown out, wither, and then thrown into the fire
We want to be one of the branches that are alive
How do we do that?
Jesus tells us how - He says, “I am the true vine” - so we need to remain on the vine of Christ
We need to remain connected to Christ so that He can give us the nutrients necessary to be alive, alive in the Holy Spirit
We need to remain in Christ and have Christ remain in us
Saul, who later was renamed Paul, had gone around persecuting the Christians, the believers in Jesus
We read earlier in the Acts of the Apostles that Saul was standing right there when St. Stephen, the first Christian martyr, 

was being stoned to death
Saul, in his religious zeal for Judaism wanted to put an end to Christianity
But Saul received a message from Jesus, asking why he was persecuting God
Saul had a conversion to Christianity
However, at first, not everyone believed he had converted - Saul had a reputation of being very mean to Christians and so 

when Saul said he had converted, they were suspicious - some thought it was a trick
This is why the Acts of the Apostles says that the disciples were afraid of him, not believing he was a disciple
Then Barnabas took Saul under his wings and showed to the Apostles and others that Saul was a changed man and was on 

their side
In fact, Saul was so much on their side, that when he debated with the Hellenists, they tried to kill him
Saul was not part of the vine before his conversion, but when he convert and believe in Jesus, he flourished - He bore tons 

of fruit
We too need to have zeal for Christ - we need to have the passion and zeal that Saul had - we obviously don’t want to kill 

anyone for Christianity, but we need to be willing to kill evil ideas and actions in ourselves and sometimes in others
We cannot be cafeteria Catholics - we are either attached to the vine of Christ or we are not
We cannot fight for what we think is right - instead we must fight for what Jesus says is right; because that is absolutely right



We must fight for life from conception to natural death
We must fight for just wages of all workers
We must fight for the sanctity of marriage by defining it as one man and one woman - we must vote with a well formed 

conscience for the marriage amendment this coming fall
We must fight for the right to life for those on death row
We must fight for the innocence of our children in the face of modern media
We must fight for the dignity and love of our young people - bullying and suicides have got to stop
This is what the Vine, Christ, believes - this is what we the Church must believe, have zeal for, and fight for
But we do not fight on our own - first we must remain in Jesus and He remain in us
When we do, we will know His love for us and others - we will realize that the teachings of Christ and His Church are the 

most loving way
When we do, when we remain in Jesus and He remains in us, when we pray. we will know what to ask for because it will be 

the same thing that God wants to give us
Prayers in a pinch are a great idea, but any decision that should have some fore thought should be prayed for while 

remaining in Christ and He remaining in us
So I did this kind of backwards - so just to review in the correct order - One - we must remain in Christ and He remain in us 

through prayer and study - whether that be the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the Bible, the encyclicals of the 
popes, Scott Hahn or other apologists, or anything else that helps us learn more about God and the Truth - prayer and 
study is like the nutrients that we, the branches, receive from Christ the Vine

Two - we must allow Christ to prune us - now pruning, changing is not fun, but necessary if we are going to become better, 
more holy - when I in grade school and playing basketball with the neighborhood kids on our driveway I started to get 
blocked more - as you can probably guess, I was never tall for my age - so I decided I needed to imitate the players I 
saw on TV and shoot from my forehead rather than from my abdomen area - when I made the change, I missed a lot 
more shots than before, but I stuck with it - after two or three months, my shooting percentage started to go back up - 
plus I was getting blocked a lot less - almost every change for the better is accompanied by pain of some kind

Three - we must allow our fruit to blossom and take over our lives
We must become zealous, we must fight, for Christ, His Church, His Truth because they are what is best for us 
He created us - therefore, He, not Hollywood, knows what is best for us, what will bring us true joy
Christ on the Cross defeated Satan - so we know Christ wins the war, but the battle for souls, our soul, rages on
So we need to stay alert, on guard, and continue to fight against Satan and evil in us and in others
So one, remain in Christ through prayer and study
So two, allow Christ to prune you, to change you, to cut out the bad habits, the sin that remains inside you
So three, allow the spiritual fruit to blossom and become a warrior, a fighter for Christ, His Church, His Truth, thee Truth
Then we will find the love and joy we desire - why? - because it will be from Christ Himself


