
Why do we like rags to riches stories?
When we were kids, my sister liked the movie Annie way too much for my good - I think she saw the movie two or three 

times and she listened to the sound track (which was on a record or LP as they are called - some of you young 
people may never have seen such a thing) over and over again

If it weren’t for the fact that it is a sin and we would have gotten in trouble, my brother and I would have smashed that 
record - listening to the song “Tomorrow” 24/7 can get on one’s nerves

In the news recently was Dawn Loggins, a high school student who is homeless but has received straight A’s is now going 
to go to Harvard in the Fall

Rags to riches stories inspire us - they remind us that anything is possible - that the American Dream is still alive
In the first reading we hear about a cedar tree shoot planted high on a mountain
It grows and grows until it is a majestic cedar - it bears much fruit and birds of every kind dwell beneath it and in its shade
In the Gospel, Jesus talks about a mustard seed - even though it is one of the smallest of seeds, it grows into one of the 

largest of plants - Jesus, echoing the first reading, says that it puts forth large branches so that the birds of the sky 
dwell in its shade

So a shoot becomes a tree - a small seed becomes a large plant
What was small becomes large
We are called to go from small to large, from rags to riches - we are called to do this spiritually, in our relationship with 

God
Before we were baptized, in some ways we were enemies of God - original sin separated us from God - we were 

spiritually dead
But at Baptism a seed of the Holy Spirit was planted in our souls by God - an indelible, meaning everlasting, mark was 

made on our souls
This indelible mark signifies that we belong to God just as we belong to our earthly mother and father - we are now a 

member of God’s family
After we are baptized, God wants us to grow in our understanding of His family, the heavenly kingdom
He wants to make us fruitful - He can only if we allow Him
But in a world that says, “me, me, me,” it takes courage to trust God
This is what St. Paul tells us in the second reading
St. Paul reminds us that earth is not our home; heaven is
Therefore, we should feel unrest, uncomfortable while still on earth
This is because we should be about the work of God, the work God wants to do in and through our lives
But in order to do the work, we need to know what work to do and how to do the work
We can read Scripture, we can pray, and we can listen to others



We will have a wonderful opportunity to do just that later this month
The diocese is putting on an awesome evangelization two day event in Rochester later this month, on Friday, June 22 to 

Saturday, June 23
Leah Darrow will be one of the speakers - she is former contestant on “America’s Next Top Model” - however, she had a 

religious conversion which led her to return to her Catholic roots
Also, another speaker will be one of my former professors from Sacred Heart Major Seminary, Dr. Janet Smith - she is 

famous for her talk, “Contraception: why not” - she is an expert on Humanae Vitae, the encyclical in which the 
Catholic Church reiterated its teaching that artificial contraception is detrimental to the relationship between a man 
a woman 

I picture the cedar shoot from the first reading being up high on that mountain with not a lot of other trees around it
Up on the mountain it would be susceptible to all sorts of wind and bad weather
Sometimes we can feel the same way - we can feel lonely with one bad problem after another trying to knock us down
Or sometimes we feel alone standing up for the truth, for what is right
Starting Thursday, June 21st and ending for obvious reasons, on Wednesday, July 4th, Independence Day, Bishop Quinn 

has asked us to pray for religious freedom in our country - He is calling it a Fortnight for Freedom
The Catholic Church has always said that religious freedom is a basic right of each human person
A person should not be forced to do things against their religion
A part of the new health policy called HHS would demand that religious institutions, including Catholic hospitals, provide 

medical insurance that covers things that destroys a human person in his or her’s earliest stages
So we need to pray that this law gets over turned
Maybe God is calling some of us to do more than that - maybe He wants you to write you senator or representative
This stuff is not easy - it is not easy to be the lonely tree up high on the mountain, but the truth is we are not along - we 

the God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit on our side; we also have each other
As Paul tells us, we need to be courageous - we need to walk by faith and not by sight
I think of a roller coaster - if you look down, you get scared thinking about how high you are and how you might plunge to 

your death - however, if you look out and enjoy the view, you have faith that the roller coaster is going to do what it 
was designed to do and stay on the tracks

It is this type of faith that will lead us to be fruitful
It is this type of faith that will give us calm when we have to appear before the judgment seat of Christ, when we will 

receive recompense for all the good and bad we have done in the body, in our lives here on earth
It is this type of faith, a faith full of understanding and zeal, that will give us calm before the judgment seat of Christ
We need to work on that faith today


