
Today we celebrate life - Thursday was my grandmother’s ninetieth birthday
Several months ago my mother asked if I would be able to come to a family gathering to help celebrate
I told her no, because I will have just started being a first time pastor at St. Gabriel’s in Fulda, MN this past Wednesday
What was I going to do - show up and say, “Hello, I’m your new pastor. Goodbye, I’m leaving for the weekend.”?
However, she wouldn’t hear of it - she kept insisting that I ask
So finally I called my bishop and left a message saying, “Bishop Quinn, feel free to say, ‘No.’ I’m just trying to be obedient to the 

fourth commandment. Really, feel free to say ‘no.’ But my grandmother is turning 90 on June 28th and my mother would 
like me to come to Kansas City and say a Mass for my grandmother. I realize how ridiculous this request is so feel free 
to say “no.”

My bishop calls me back and says, “No, problem. Go ahead and go. You’ll have plenty of more weekends in the parish. Just put 
something in the bulletin explaining the situation.” Also, I’m not sure if I heard him correctly or not, but it sounded like my 
grandmother had made some deal with him at my ordination - so see, even if you are a priest, or even a bishop, mothers 
and grandmothers still get what they want

As we celebrate life, it is appropriate that today’s readings are about life and death
The first reading reminds us that God did not make death - when we think about the creation story, we remember that God 

created everything and saw that it was good
God created Adam and Eve to live forever in the Garden of Eden - death was not a part of their reality - Wisdom says, “For God 

created man to be imperishable; the image of his own nature he made him”
The next line is very interesting - Wisdom says, “But by the envy of the devil, death entered the world, and they who belong to 

his company experience it”
It is always dangerous and usually fruitless to play the “what-if” game, but a theologian in the middle ages proposed that even if 

Adam and Eve hadn’t eaten the forbidden fruit and sin had never entered the world, Jesus would have still come to 
elevate human nature and join it to the divine - now Jesus wouldn’t have had to die on the Cross, but He still would have 
come to earth

Now, in the hierarchy of nature, you have God at the top, then the angels, then human beings, then animals, then plants, and 
then finally inanimate things and materials

But at the beginning of creation, God showed Lucifer, the highest angel, the angel of light, his plan to elevate humans above 
the angels by joining human nature to God in the person of Jesus, the second person of the Trinity and allowing human 
beings to live forever in heaven

Like the Book of Wisdom says, Lucifer became envious and set out to destroy human beings so that they could not get to 
heaven

However, this is a “what-if” - it is a reality that sin did enter the world - the Exultet at Easter has a very interesting line - “O 
happy fault that earned so great, so glorious a Redeemer!”

Why would we celebrate Adam and Eve’s first sin? Because we don’t know for sure if Jesus would have come if sin hadn’t 
entered the world, but sin did enter the world and Jesus did come to save us from our sins



In the Gospel we see Jesus deal with life and death - one woman had been bleeding and dying for twelve years
Because of her faith in Jesus, she touches Jesus’ clothes and is instantly healed
The official’s daughter was sick, and then she dies - they knew Jesus had the power to heal people, but they did not realize he 

could raise a person from the dead
Jesus does just that - the little girl’s rising from the dead, her resurrection to earthly life, is a foretaste of what Jesus will do later 

when He Himself rises from the dead
However, as far as I know, this woman and the little girl are not still living on earth - I think the oldest recorded person on earth 

is about 115 years old - so even though Jesus healed them, they still eventually died
Adam and Eve had eternal life on earth sitting pretty in the Garden of Eden before the fall - however, after the fall, staying on 

earth, in a world of sin, would have been kind of like its own kind of hell
However, God, in His mercy, allows death to enter the world - Satan and death do not have the final word though
Jesus died on the Cross for our sins and rose from the dead - now if we choose God, we can have eternal life not on earth (as 

Adam and Eve had before the Fall), but in heaven surrounded by the love of God, love of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit

But why does this matter? Why, in our gut do we know that life is better than death? The ancient philosophers saw life and 
being or existing as better than death and non-being or non-existing

As Christians we understand being, being created for a purpose as being prior and more important than doing
We are human beings, not human doings
Our society is so concerned and puts worth on doing - our society determines worth by how much you contribute to society
Therefore, those who don’t contribute are held at the margins: our elderly, our mentally handicapped, our unborn in the womb
This change in thinking started with Descartes who said, “I think, therefore I am”
If we posit our humanity, our worth, in our ability to think, then those that do not think well are considered to have less worth
Instead, Christianity says we human beings are created as rational creatures and have eternal worth because we are created in 

God’s image even if we don’t fully put it into action - just think of a person who is asleep
Some of you are old enough - think back to your Catholic instruction from the Baltimore Catechism - what is the answer to the 

question, “Why did God make you?” - Remember - “God made me to know Him, to love Him, and to serve Him in this 
world, and to be happy with Him for ever in the next”

Now God created us with different talents and abilities - so how we know, love, and serve God is going to be different for each 
person

But this is why we were made - we were made for God - we were made for His love - Life and love in God is the fulfillment of all 
of our desires - human beings are created for God - in as much as we live for God, we will experience life, joy, and peace 
the world cannot give - in as much as live for ourselves, we will experience death, discord, and unrest

Jesus came that we might have life to the full - live life for Christ and we will have life to the full


