
What kind of authority and power does God want you to exercise on His behalf?
Before we ask that, we have to ask what kind of authority and power does God even have?
If we listen to the world, we would believe that God doesn’t have much authority and power
Some would even tell us that God is made up and a crutch for the powerless, for the weak minded, for the unintelligent
But God created the universe; He created you and me
God is the ultimate reality, not science and math
If math and science are the only realities we have, then no wonder upwards of 15% of all our young people have 

considered suicide - we are the most wealthy nation, and yet we have the highest suicide rate - this has got to stop! 
- but why is this?

I believe it is because of relativism - what is relativism? - relativism says, “what you believe is ok for you and what I 
believe is ok for me” - it also has at its base, “there is not absolute truth”

Pope Benedict called relativism the greatest problem in the world today - that is quite a statement considering all the 
things going on in the world

This is devastating to a human soul - we are designed and created for absolute truth
Math and science can tell us what things are and how they work - but they can’t tell us why they exist in the first place? 

What is the meaning of their existence?
If our souls ask for the meaning of life and all we say is there is no meaning - that you have to create your own meaning to 

life - how is that comforting or inspiring?
This does not feed the soul - this leads to either egotism or depression
What does God say? - Can anyone tell me what is the Baltimore Catechism response to “Why did God make you?” - “to 

know Him, to love Him, and to serve Him in this world and be happy with Him forever in the next”
God has given us meaning to our lives because He is the author of life, the creator of life
This is why God has authority and power
But how are we called to exercise authority and power on God’s behalf?
To speak with authority and power is not to be timid
In the Gospel today, we hear Jesus send off His Apostles two by two
He sent them off with not very many provisions - however, they were able to do great things like cure the sick and drive 

out demons and preach repentance because they exercised the authority and power of God, of Jesus Christ
Paul says we are chosen and destined in accord with the purpose of the One, of Jesus Christ
Paul says we exist for the praise of God’s glory
We exist to give witness to the truth of Christ, to the truth of God
In Baptism we have been sealed with the Holy Spirit



What about morality? Relativism says, “What is ok for you to do is ok for you and what is ok for me is ok for me - how dare 
you impose your morality on me!” - when a child reaches out to touch a pan on the stove do we say, “oh, if he 
wants to do that then he should be able to do that”?

If you say 3+5=8 and I say 3+5=9, then one of us has to be wrong - we can’t both be right - one of us is objectively wrong
Our lives are tough enough as it is trying to figure out what is right and wrong in a fallen world - we need the guidance of 

the author of life, the one who created it and therefore set the rules on how to live life to the full
Does living life to the full mean partying with a bunch of beautiful people on a beach with Budweisers in our hands? Isn’t 

that what the commercials tell us?
Why is this not fulfilling? - because relativism boils down to the statement “There is no truth” - to which I say, “Is that true?” 
So relativism is a self-defeating philosophy - no wonder it leaves us feeling empty - no wonder it doesn’t allow us to live 

life to the full
You know who lived life to the full? The saints - In our time, Mother Theresa and Pope John Paul II - they had a joy that 

nothing could take away
Jesus Himself said He was the Way, the Truth, and the Life
Amos was a prophet in the Old Testament - he said some unpopular things - the king told him to go away
The truth becomes unpopular when people lose their relationship with God and start to make up their own truth and 

morality based on their feelings and opinions
If it is raining outside and you and your friend are inside and one of you says I feel and believe it is not raining outside, 

then that person is objectively wrong - if you go outside, you will get wet no matter what you believe or feel about it 
If you don’t believe my hand exists and I punch you in the face, you will still feel pain - not that hitting people is OK - if you 

hit your sibling, I’ll see you in Confession next week
Like Amos, we may have to say some unpopular things
What does it sound like to you when I say that only the Catholic Church has the fullness of Truth? Does it sound off-

putting and arrogant and intolerant?
What if I say it would be best if everyone was Catholic?
That unease that you feel shows how much relativism is already ingrained in us
We know that when you die you go to heaven, hell, or purgatory
This is true for the Hindu, the Muslim, and the Buddhist - it is not like the Buddhist goes to Buddha heaven
This may sound intolerant, but it is not
One of my favorite sayings is, “If tolerance is your highest virtue, you believe in nothing.” Yes, we should be tolerant, but if 

we can’t judge anything and every idea has equal worth, then we just have chaos
Catholics are some of the most tolerant people I know - Mother Theresa took care of the sick and dying no matter what 

religion they were, what their social status was, or even what they thought about Catholics - and yet she prayed in 



front of the Blessed Sacrament for an hour every morning before she began to take care of the poor - Mother 
Theresa knew that the teachings of the Catholic Church are true, and it was that faith that drove her to do what she 
did - it did not cause her to discriminate, but rather to do the opposite

Jesus has given us the Way, the Truth, and the Life - He gives us Himself, especially in the Eucharist
In doing so, He has given us the ability to have the authority and power to be witnesses in the Way, the Truth, and the Life
How is the authority and power of God going to be exercised in your life?


