
I am your new pastor - That guy that was here last week is not your new pastor - Father Will Thompson was very gracious 
to fill in for me

Thursday, June 28th was my grandmother’s ninetieth birthday
So last weekend, we had a family gathering in Kansas City
So thank you for excusing me even though you didn’t have a choice
Months ago, my mother called me and told me about the gathering and asked if I could come and say Mass for my 

grandmother
I told her I couldn’t because I knew I was getting a new assignment, but I didn’t know where - I told her, what was I going 

to do - show up, say hello, and then just leave without sticking around for the weekend? - I told my mom that I just 
couldn’t do it - but like a typical mom, she wouldn’t take no for an answer

So finally, I called Bishop John Quinn and left a message to the effect, “Bishop, feel free to say no. I know this is a stupid 
idea, but I’m just trying to be obedient to the fourth commandment - My mother wants me to ask so I’m asking if I 
can be gone the my first weekend in the parish - again, feel free to say no”

Bishop Quinn, calls me back and says no problem - you’ll have plenty of weekends in the parish - just put something in 
the bulletin and find someone to fill in for you - I’m not sure if I heard right, but it sounded like he said my 
grandmother had made some deal with him at my ordination two years ago

So even if you are a priest or even a bishop, mothers and grandmothers still get their way
So even though it took an extra week to see most of you, I’m blessed to be here
When I was in college, I went with a female friend to visit her hometown - at their community church it was so weird - they 

were watching videos of different pastors giving sermons trying to figure out which one they wanted to hire to be 
their pastor - as a Catholic, the idea of choosing your own pastor was just so foreign to me and seemed so odd

So I realize you did not choose me - although if you want, you can read my old homilies on my blog website - http://
fathervogel.wordpress.com/ - even so, we must believe that in that way I am like the prophet Ezekiel in the first 
reading

God, through the words of Bishop Quinn, has sent me to you - now I’m assuming you are not like the Israelites and are 
obstinate - I hope we can both remain open to what God wants

There is a reason why God put me here - there is a reason why you are here
Our vocation is our vehicle to heaven, our vehicle to holiness
Most of you are married - your spouse and your children help you grow in holiness - hopefully it is usually though positive 

love and reinforcement although sometimes we grow in holiness by the way of the negative
You are both my spouse and my children - Therefore it is our jobs to help each other grow in holiness
Thanks to Pope John Paul II’s Theology of the Body, I see the priest as a spiritual father - there is a reason we call priests 

“Father”
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Therefore, I think there should be some parallels between fatherhood and spiritual fatherhood
When the baby cries at 2 AM, a father gets up - even if a father is on vacation, when a father’s teenage daughter calls, he 

answers, or gets back to her as soon as possible - why? Because being a father is a vocation, not a job - no matter 
where you are, you are always a father 24/7

I hope that after a while, you will be able to say the same thing about me - that no matter what the situation is, that I’m 
always a father - if I fail, challenge me to that ideal

I, like Father Jeff before me, will take Mondays off - however, another priest I know calls them a day away, not a day off - 
because even on Mondays, I’m still a priest - I’m still your spiritual father - even if I’m on vacation, I’m still your 
spiritual father

So to that end, I’m putting a phone number in the bulletin that will call directly to my cell phone - I know most priests don’t 
give out their cell phone number to parishioners - and technically it is not my cell phone number that I’m giving you, 
but a Google Voice number

So when is it appropriate to call me directly? I don’t know - we’ll have to figure this out together - if the cat is missing, 
maybe not so much - or maybe it is; maybe one of the kids is so distraught that you invite me over to pray with the 
kids that St. Anthony will help find the cat - I do need some space and privacy, but I’m new to being a pastor so I 
don’t even know how much I need or want - I do know I want to be a part of your lives so feel free to call me and 
invite me to things

Anyways, we’ll try this little experiment of giving you a direct line to me - if it doesn’t work, I can just turn off the Google 
Voice number and we’ll go back to the old way of calling the parish office or the rectory

Now, I’m a social person - I enjoy being with people - and I don’t cook - so if you don’t want your pastor to starve to death, 
you going to need to invite him over for meals - I’ll eat almost anything - I’ve been told that liver can taste good - if 
that is true, my mother never figured it out

Also, I enjoy playing golf - some might say I’m addicted, but I’m still in the denial phase - Therefore, I enjoy doing golf 
ministry so I would greatly appreciate it if you called and invited me to join you  - I tried to get the people at the golf 
course in Fulda to give me half off the membership since the season is half over, but they wouldn’t budge

I also enjoy playing tennis, but I’m up for almost any sort of sports activities - I still have my childhood skateboard in my 
trunk

In some ways, I’m feeling a little overwhelmed - I’ve had a funeral that I concelebrated the Friday right after I got here. I 
had on today (yesterday) and I have a third one on Monday - the kitchen in the rectory is still a pit with my piles of 
stuff, but I take comfort in the second reading - God told Paul that God’s grace is sufficient for Paul - that it is in his 
weakness that Christ can make him strong - pray that God gives me the strength and courage to lead you to 
holiness



I believe all husbands and fathers are called to be servant leaders - what is a servant leader? Just look to Christ - In 
Ephesians 5:25, Paul instructs husbands to love their wives as Christ loved the Church - what did Christ do for His 
bride, the Church? He died on the Cross for her - Help me to lead in the same sacrificial, servant-like way - show 
me the ways I can best serve you so that you can grow in holiness, so that you can grow in your love of God

I was adopted when I was 2.5 from South Korea
Yes, I grew up in Iowa - I realize to some of you that’s already a detriment - I’m not sure what it means, but when I lived in 

Iowa, I never heard any MN jokes, but as soon as I moved to MN, I heard all sorts of Iowa jokes
In college I grew in my Christian faith and then later in my Catholic faith - as evidenced by my love of math and science 

and studying computer engineering in college, truth matters to me - in college I came to a point where I wanted to 
belong to the Christian denomination with the most truth - through much reading of the Bible and reading modern 
Catholic apologists such as Scott Hahn, Jeff Cavins, Karl Keating, David Currie, and others, I become convinced 
that the Catholic Church has the fullness of truth and is the one Church started by Christ two thousand years ago, 
founded on Peter, the first pope

So just as any father would scold his son or daughter for running out into the street without looking, I too might say some 
things that are hard to hear, but I hope and pray I do them out of love for Christ, His Church, and most especially 
out of love for you and not out of some selfishness

Jesus was not accepted in His hometown - thankfully, I’m not in my hometown - therefore, I look forward to giving each 
other a chance to be each others’ instruments of growing in holiness and love of God

I am your spiritual father - I hope and pray I can act like it - challenge me to do so


