
Have you ever been asked to do the impossible?
It does not feel good knowing that failure is imminent
The temptation is there just to give up
Elijah had given up - 1 Kings records that Elijah prayed to God for death - everyone wanted him dead because he had 

obeyed God and spoken the Truth - he had had enough
He tries to reason with God - why did God expect any more from him than what his ancestors did
However, God still had plans for him
An angel wakes him twice to eat, to eat food directly from God - He needed to eat because he then goes on a 40 day hike
God wants to fee you too - Do you believe He can and will feed you?
Do you trust God to feed you?
Maybe we should backup and ask, “Who do you think Jesus is?”
A number of Jesus’ contemporaries thought they knew Jesus and that He was nothing extraordinary
They knew Jesus’ earthly father and mother, Joseph and Mary - they thought there was nothing extraordinary there
They knew Jesus came from Nazareth - nothing extraordinary there
In fact, in the eyes of a lot of His contemporaries, Jesus was less than common
In your own life who is Jesus to you?
There was an idea, a theology in the 70’s, 80’s and even in the 90’s that Jesus really wasn’t important to Christianity
These people claimed the importance of Christianity was the message, the message of love and peace; what mattered is 

how we treat each other
They said Jesus was probably just an ordinary men or maybe he never existed - the historical Jesus was not important to 

Christianity
I say this is rubbish - if Jesus isn’t God; if He didn’t walk on this planet 2000 years ago, die on a Cross and rise from the 

dead, and is now seated at the right hand of God the Father - if none of this is true, then my priesthood, this church is 
a waste of time and money

Christianity is not first about being kind and loving to your neighbor - any religion can do that - Christianity is first about a 
divine person, the second person of the Trinity, who walked the same earth 2000 years ago; Jesus is a historical 
person

In the summer of 2007, my seminary class was very blessed with the opportunity to spend three weeks in the Holy Land, in 
Israel and Jordan

The feeling one gets from knowing that you are walking on the very ground that Jesus walked on is indescribable - it is 
amazing to think that where you are standing is where He fed the 5000, or where He was Transfigured, or where He 
spent His last supper with His disciples, or where He was crucified and was buried - the reality of what you are doing 
is too much for the mind and heart to comprehend



We were so blessed because we got to spend three weeks there. This gave us time to stop and really take things in - I spent 
multiple hours on different days praying in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher - the Church built over the spots where 
Jesus was crucified and buried

We were so blessed because you would see these people who I assumed had traveled hundred if not thousands of miles to 
see the place where Jesus was buried traveling with a tour guide - the tour guide would says something like this is 
where the Christians think Jesus was crucified - the tour guide would wait thirty seconds to let the tourists take 
pictures and then they would move on

What a shame to not be able to spend the time necessary for the sacredness of these holy places to pierce not just your 
mind, but your heart as well

They are sacred - they are sacred because Jesus really is a person; a divine person; the second Person of the Trinity
And this changes everything because relationships have consequences - some good, some bad
When I was hanging out with my friend as a kid and He broke the neighbor’s fence, there were consequences
I’m we can all remember times when we have hung out with the wrong person at the wrong time
And I’m sure we can all remember times when we hung out with the right person at the right time
We can love and be loved by a person; we can’t love and be loved by a religion
Christianity is first about a relationship with God, the creator of the universe
And God first loved you - therefore, the first step is just to accept His love
He is the Bread from Heaven; He is the Bread of Life
He is this, but only because He is an historical person
I think often we try and have Christianity without Christ
But that doesn’t work
Christ needs to be the center of our religion and our whole lives
We need to realize what the Jews didn’t - that the Person walking around the Middle East 2000 years ago really is the Bread 

come down from Heaven - that He is God, the Second Person of the Trinity
Once we realize that, we can accept His love, His Heavenly Bread, the Eucharist, more fully
We are called not to be “Good Christians,” but better lovers of Jesus, of God
If we truly love God, we will more truly love our neighbors
The more we love God, the more we can be the type of Christians Paul wants us to be - the closer to God we are, the more 

authentically we can be kind to one another, the more we can be compassionate, the more we can forgive one 
another as we have been forgiven in Christ

As Paul says, we are God’s beloved sons and daughters - when life has you at your lowest point, just remember that the 
Creator of the universe loves you - that you are His beloved daughter or son

Paul says to live in love - love powerful enough that Christ would sacrifice Himself and die on the Cross for us
Today, accept that sacrificial love, especially in the Eucharist


