
I was talking to some parents recently - they were telling me all the crazy things their kids did - my thought and response was, “It’s 
a miracle any of us survive childhood.”

These incidents usually happen because we are acting childish
In Matthew 18:3, Jesus does say, “Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will not enter the Kingdom of 

heaven.”
The idea here is that we need to become child-like (not childish) in order to enter the Kingdom of Heaven - However, this is 

another lesson for another time
Here in Mark chapter nine, today’s Gospel reading, Jesus is instead focusing on how we need to receive a child in His name - He 

takes a child in their midst and puts his arms around the child
He does this while they are arguing who is the greatest, who is the most important
Our world tells us in order to be important, to be needed, you must be someone a lot of people admire
However, Jesus wants us to do things for the sake of love, for the sake of God and others
A child may think they are important, and they are - but kids especially are in a way consumers, not producers
Growing up, I thought the only reason my parents had us kids was to clean the house - what I didn’t realize was we kids had 

created the mess in the first place
A child takes much more than a child gives - and yet we love them
We love them just because God gave them to us as a gift - we love them and don’t ask what is in this relationship for us
Jesus is telling the Apostles that the way to greatness is to love all people, including God, the way we love our kids
Jesus wants us to love others in a sacrificial way and not ask what is in it for us
Maybe you have done something nice for someone or someone has done something nice for you - when we ask why, they say 

just because - why are we so surprised?
I think if we are honest we would see that often we attach strings to many of our relationships - we enter into them not for the good 

of the other, but for our good - if I become better friends with Larry, I may have a better chance of getting a job promotion - 
if I date that guy I’ll finally be happy and popular

I’m not saying we shouldn’t strive to be our best - God gave us gifts to be used to make the world a better place - but that’s the 
question - are we striving to make the world a better place for ourselves only or a better place for others

But I believe there is an even deeper problem than simple selfishness
There is a philosophy that is rampant in our society - it is called utilitarianism - even if you haven’t heard of it, you are still affected 

by it
Utilitarianism says that the right action to take is the one that will bring the greatest good to the greatest amount of people - in this 

philosophy, the ends justifies the means
If somehow we can make 10 French Silk pies with the same effort as 5, we should make 10 and make twice as many people 

happy
However Utilitarianism can lead environmentalists to say people are evil - it can lead to killing those persons who do not “produce” 

- Euthanasia and abortion



I taught a Catholic moral ethics class to some high schoolers - I proposed the following question - if a man puts a gun in your hand 
and tells you that unless you kill one innocent person, he is going to blow up the whole city - now Utilitarianism says one 
death is better than thousands of deaths - so no matter what the means is, shoot the guy

However, Catholic ethics asks not only if the ends or goal is good, but is the means good and moral
So there are four ways this can come together - you can have a morally bad means and a morally bad goal - this is obviously 

wrong
You can have a morally good means and a morally bad ends or goal - this is also wrong - a person could help out at the food 

kitchen so that they look good and not because they want to help 
You can have a morally bad means and a morally good ends or goal - this is also wrong - this would be like Robin Hood - stealing 

from the rich to give to the poor
The only acceptable thing you can have is a morally good means and a morally good ends or goal - we must achieve morally 

good goals by doing morally good actions
Also, in our pretend situation, we have to remember that each human person has free will - therefore you have to do what is 

morally right, despite the guy’s threats to blow up the whole city
Therefore, you must freely choose not to shoot the innocent man - if the guy chooses to blow up the city because you refused to 

murder an innocent person, that is his free choice - he can freely choose to go back on his word and not blow up the city 
and not murder thousands of people

You have a duty not to sin by shooting the innocent person no matter what he threatens to do to you or others - he also has a duty  
to not sin by blowing up the city and kill thousands of people

So again a child is a reminder that we must not ask what is the best thing for me, but rather what is the most loving thing for others
In today’s Gospel, before the Apostles were arguing about who was the greatest, Jesus was telling them that He, the Son of Man 

would be arrested, killed, and then rise three days later - He was trying to prepare them for his Passion: His death and 
resurrection - but they did not understand what He was saying

Here in His Passion, in His death on the Cross, Jesus shows what a sacrificial relationship looks like - He shows us what it looks 
like to love someone without expecting anything in return

In our daily decisions we need to ask what is best for others - how can I do the right thing in the right way? - How can I love those 
around me in the way Jesus does, in a way that puts their good ahead of our own, in a way that gives life to those around 
us

Now to give, give, give will drain you - in order to live this way, one has to be a person of prayer - we need to receive love from 
God in prayer so that we are free to enter into relationships in a loving, sacrificial way

Prayer will free us up to enter into interactions with others for their good and not for selfish reasons
Prayer and loving like Jesus does will allow us to love those around us in the same way we love our children - it will allow us to do 

things for their good not asking what is in it for us or counting the cost
We must receive all people - adults and children - the way Jesus received the child 2000 years ago - we must receive them in love 

and truth


