
Marriage - what is marriage?
Tell me if this sound about right - “Marriage is the union of two people who commit to romantically loving and caring for 

each other and to sharing the burdens and benefits of domestic life.”
Now try this one - “Marriage is the union of a man and a woman who make a permanent and exclusive commitment to 

each other of the type that is naturally fulfilling by bearing and rearing children together.”
What does this have to do with us and our future?
Everything - everyone was a kid once - we all grow up in a family or sometimes, the lack there of
Who marries who; who divorces who affects who exists to participate in society and how well they participate
The way of the family is the way of society
If marriage is only about romantic love, then it makes sense to have the divorce culture that we have - as soon as I don’t 

feel romantically in love with you, I’m out of here - or even if I do, if I’m not benefitting from the relationship, then 
what is the point of staying together

It also then makes sense that any combination of gender and any number of persons could make up a marriage
But this was not God’s vision for marriage - God created us male and female - He created us for each other - this is 

stamped right into our bodies
When God sees that Adam is lonely, He presents to Adam all of the animals
Adam names them - this means he gets to know them
By the way, I know most people agree that the creation story in Genesis chapter one contradicts the creation story in 

Genesis chapter two
However, I see no reason why God couldn’t have created the universe in 6 days, creating the animals on days four and 

five, creating humanity on days six, and then asking Adam the later part of day six to name the animals, after which 
God created Eve

Adam, after naming all of the animals, realizes that in some ways he is alone in the universe - none of the animals had 
reason and free will - there was nothing else in creation that could freely be loved and freely love back

So God creates Eve - Eve was created in the silence of Adam’s sleep just as babies are created in the silence of their 
mother’s womb

So God creates Eve - immediately Adam sees that here finally is someone who is his equal - who is the same, but 
different not just physically, but emotionally, mentally, and spiritually

The first time Adam sees Eve, he says, “Woo! Man!”
Men and women are able to become one not because they are the same, but because they are different
A puzzle wouldn’t work very well if all the pieces were the same
It is in their complementarity that men and women become one
It is in their complementarity that men and women image God



God the Father loves God the Son and gives Himself completely as a gift to the Son
The Son receives this gift and gives Himself completely back the Father
This love is so real and substantial that this bond is the Third Person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit
That is why we can say in our Creed at Mass that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son
So too can the love of a husband and wife - their love given as a gift to the other, received, and then given back can bring 

a fuller life to each other, to those around them, and God willing, an actual new life in the form of a child
The Catholic Church doesn’t think that sex is something dirty and bad and needs to hidden away - but rather it is so 

glorious a thing that it images God Himself, it images the Trinity - thus it needs to be respected and venerated and 
saved for a couple who has promised before God and others that they will be faithful to each other till death do they 
part

So then in the Gospel, the Pharisees ask Jesus about the tough question of divorce
Divorce was a tough thing then and it is probably even more so today
When Moses is brought up, Jesus says that Moses allowed divorces just a concession because of their sinfulness, 

because of their hardness of heart
Jesus, in his answer, appeals to the beginning, before the Fall, before sin entered the world
This is important because as I saw on one Facebook page, the person was asking how one man and one woman was a 

Biblical value
It is true, most of the male leads in the Old Testament had more than one wife
This may seem to indicate that God condones polygamy - however if we read more carefully, we see that even though it is 

not condemned as much as we would like, it is never condoned, it is never praised
So when Jesus argues with the Pharisees about divorce, He appeals not to the time of King Solomon, King David, Isaac, 

Moses, or even Abraham
No, Jesus instead appeals to the very beginning, God’s original plan for marriage
It’s Jesus who raises marriage to a sacrament, to Holy Matrimony, but in some ways marriage is the primordial sacrament, 

the only Sacrament to exist before sin, before the Fall
God created us - He created us for love, and He created and commanded us to love each other - however, the love of 

husband and wife were to be an image of HIs love relationship with us
Throughout the Old Testament, the Bible compares the Israelites to an unfaithful wife - God wants us to be faithful to him - 

however, even we are unfaithful, God never gives up - God is always faithful
This faithfulness, this never giving up, this indissolubility of marriage is very important to Jesus - He says, “Therefore what 

God has joined together, no human being must separate.”
Therefore, the Catholic Church takes marriage very seriously too - in the wedding vows, you promise to be faithful until 

death do you part - this comes from another teaching of Jesus where He says there will be no marriage in heaven - 



this is because marriage is an icon of God’s love with us - marriage ideally should give us a foretaste of what God’s 
love is like for us when we are in heaven - once we are in heaven, we don’t need the icon because we will be 
experiencing the fullness of God’s love itself

So if the Catholic Church is so seriously against divorce, what is an annulment? - Isn’t an annulment just a Catholic 
divorce?

No - people get a divorce usually because something has changed - they no longer have that love’n feeling - their careers 
seem to be taking them in different directions - they children have grown-up and now they don’t know if they know 
the other or even like them

An annulment on the other hand asks if a sacramental marriage happened in the first place - an annulment process asks 
if there were any conditions that may have prevented the couple from entering into a sacramental marriage

One of them could be if the person had a pattern of abuse, but it didn’t manifest itself until after the wedding
Or maybe more rare, if someone pretends to be someone they are not - I suppose like if someone were a spy or in the 

witness protection program
So an annulment is not divorce - an annulment, if granted, means a sacramental marriage never happened in the first 

place - so does this mean that all the children of an annulled marriage are illegitimate? - no, there was still a civil 
marriage - they are not orphans

So the Catholic Church always assumes a sacramental marriage has happened until proven otherwise - marriage was 
and is still indissoluble 

What about situations of abuse? - Get out of the house - don’t wait till tomorrow - don’t kid yourself - it is not going to get 
better - he or she is not going to change - even though you are still married, for your sake and health you need to 
live in a separate place - you may have to do this until it is determined that something prevented a sacramental 
marriage from happening on your wedding day and an annulment is granted - if it is determined a sacramental 
marriage did happen, then you need to realize you are still married, but live in a different house

This also means that until an annulment is discerned, is figured out, one should not date - if you fall in love again, 
especially if you go ahead and marry, you may be setting yourself and the other person up for disappointment, hurt, 
and pain

God loves you, but He also designed marriage to be indissoluble - I know there may be some of you out there in this 
tough situation - please come talk to me - God still loves and cares for you

So then the question becomes - why did God design marriage to be indissoluble? - one for the sake of the spouses 
themselves - this way, a person is free to grow and change without the worry that the other is going to leave 
because of it - ideally a spouse falls in love with the unrepeatable soul of the other - that it no longer becomes any 
certain one attribute, but that they have fallen in love with that person and no one else



Two, for the sake of the children - we know that children statistically have a better chance of success if they are raised by 
both a father and a mother - single parent children have higher rates of drug abuse, alcohol abuse, get poorer 
grades, etc

If we want to do what is best for our kids, we need to do all we can to support traditional marriages and families
Marriage is under attack these days - the marriage amendment that we vote on in November is just the first step
It is time to stand up for what is best for our society, what is best for our kids, and what is best for us


