
Kaffee: *Colonel Jessep, did you order the Code Red?* 
Col. Jessep: You want answers? 
Kaffee: I think I'm entitled to. 
Col. Jessep: *You want answers?* 
Kaffee: *I want the truth!* 
Col. Jessep: *You can't handle the truth!* 
Many of us remember this famous scene from the movie A Few Good Men
This is how we often treat each other - we often treat each other as if the other can’t handle the truth
Much time and effort is spent on how to best teach Catholics the hard truths of their own faith
We tip-toe around issues because we are afraid that if we tell them the truth, we might offend them and they might walk 

away, be mad at us, or even reject us
We are afraid that they aren’t ready for the truth; that they can’t handle the truth
Why are priests so afraid of talking about the marriage amendment, contraception, or abortion in their homilies? - because 

they are afraid of offending someone and that person never coming back to church
I’m worse than most - I hate being disliked - it bothers me when someone is bothered by me
But we must take Jesus’ words seriously - Jesus says, “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it 

would be better for him if a great millstone were put around his neck and he were thrown into the sea.”
We need to quite trying to be our kids’ friend and start being their parent - I’m talking to myself too - too often I’m too 

concerned about being liked instead of being the spiritual father that God wants me to be - too often I don’t say what I 
know God is calling me to say because I don’t want to offend the person - I don’t want to be considered mean - I want 
to be likable

But in the end is it better for me to be liked or for them to know the truth? - the truth that they are living in sin by whatever it is 
that they are doing

To much has been given, much is expected - I think anyone who is thinking clearly should never willingly become a parent, 
let alone a priest - as parents you are responsible for the spiritual and moral formation of your children - at the gates 
of Heaven you will have to answer for their formation - now at some point, they become adults and they become 
responsible for themselves - but you can still lovingly suggest and nudge them - as parents that is your lifetime right 

As a priest, I’m are responsible not just for the spiritual and moral formation of a couple of people, but I’m are responsible for 
the spiritual and moral formation of thousands - this really should keep me up at night

I need to remember that I’m not first here to be your friend, but first to be your spiritual father - I need to have the guts to risk 
telling you the truth - I have to trust that God will give you the grace to handle the truth

Our society tells us that none of this matters - that there is no objective truth except that for which we assign to ourselves - 
what is true for you is true for you and what is true for me is true for me - don’t you dare impose your truths on me 
because they are not truths, but rather just beliefs - and you have no right to impose them on me
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Despite this attitude, we do have some sense of right and wrong - God put it there - however, sin messes up our ability to 
see it - we see this in a very surface way - we see it in drug addicts or alcoholics - they justify that what they are doing 
is somehow good or OK at the moment they do it - we see it in ourselves when we try and convince ourselves what 
what we are about to do in a certain situation is OK because this situation is somehow different and so the usual laws 
of right and wrong do not apply

Sin begets sin because sin clouds our judgment of what is right and wrong
Only the Holy Spirit can restore our judgment, our moral vision, our conscience, of what is right and wrong
Even in our cloudy judgment though, we still at all times have a glimmer or more of truth visible to us
That is why during these times of rampant sexual sin in our society (just watch some TV and you’ll know what I mean), those 

who are for homosexual marriage do so because they feel that some people are being treated unfairly
I say this because as Christians, we are called to love those who are same-sex attracted - I know some of you are struggling 

with children who are same-sex attracted - maybe it is your brother or sister - maybe it is a best friend - love them - do 
not treat them any differently - accept them - love them for who they are - you don’t have to try and change them - 
support them in their struggles - be there for them

Why should we do this? Because we are called to love all people - only God can judge souls - we can judge actions, but only 
God can judge the soul - therefore we can love and support those we know who are same-sex attracted - the 
orientation is not a sin - however, the same-sex attracted actions are - therefore, we can judge and warn them that 
living an active homosexual lifestyle is sinful and will ultimately be empty, unfulfilling, and joyless

I bring this up because in November we are going to vote as a state to add or not to add to the state constitution a definition 
of marriage as one man and one woman

Now the opposition is portraying this as an anti-gay amendment - there is nothing stated or between the lines that is against 
same-sex attracted people in this bill 

This amendment is just recognizing that the best structure for society is that of a traditional family
Now there are always exceptions, but study after study, statistic after statistic, shows that children have the best rate of 

success when they are raised by a father and mother who are their biological parents
In some ways, I’m one of the exceptions - I was adopted, but it is true - I was raised by both an awesome mom and dad - a 

parent of each gender - we know in our heart of hearts that this is the ideal - it is out of love that we want to make 
exceptions - however true love wants what is best for the other, even if it is hard for them

We need to love and support each other, especially our loved ones - we need to call them to greatness, we need to call them 
to the Truth - we need to call them to true happiness in Christ - in living the way He wants us to - to a life not addicted 
to pleasure, but to true love - love found in living out God’s commandments and morality

So again, why should the state should get involved in this? - why do we need an government amendment? - Why? - because 
this is not merely a religious or philosophical issue - this IS a societal and thus a government issue - the government 
spends millions of dollars each year taking care of kids whose parents have failed them



As Catholics we know the best way to raise a kid is with both a father and a mother 
Our children are the future of our society - we want them to create an even better society than what we have - we want and 

need to give them the best chance of being able to do that - we need to give them the best chance possible of being 
raised by a loving father and a loving mother committed to staying together for life living under one roof - that is why 
we are asking for this marriage amendment be added to our state constitution

In the back of the church there are yard signs you can put in your yard to encourage those around you to vote yes for 
marriage - this is important because a none vote is a no vote - for this amendment to pass, there must be a majority of 
MN voters who voted yes

But this is not a Catholic truth - as with all truths, it is a universal truth - that is why there are other churches taking up this 
fight to get this amendment passed

In the Gospel, Jesus reprimands the Apostles for being jealous of others preaching and healing in His name
We shouldn’t be jealous or upset by those who have also taken up fight for the truth
We should encourage them and stand with them - we must work together to transform our society for the better
Now is the time for true dialogue - now is the time to stand together on the things we agree about and to pray for the Holy 

Spirit that we have the humility to handle the Truth no matter who spoke it - because all real Truth comes from the 
Holy Spirit, from God

Instead of telling each other that you have no right to tell me what to do, to push your beliefs on me, we need instead to 
humbly consider that we may not know it all - we need to trust that Truths from God through the Catholic Church are 
Truths that will make us even more happy than what we want for ourselves

God does not rejoice in our misery, but He rejoices in our living in Truth and True Love, and not just in empty pleasure
God is the real goal of human life - God is the true pleasure of human life - there is nothing we shouldn’t be willing to give up 

to receive God, to receive the one who first loved us
Jesus is not really saying to cut off your foot or pluck out your eye - what He is saying, is do whatever you need to avoid sin 

and to live a life that is free and full of God’s love and mercy
We do this not by making up our own rules and truths, but listening to the wisdom of God and the Church
If you want to be completely happy, don’t be your own God and make up your own rules and morality, but be humble and 

obey the rules and morality of the true God, the God who created you and loves you
If we do this, if we make the effort to handle the Truth of God, then our children will definitely live in a better society than we 

do


