
Happy New Year - almost
Today we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King, the last Sunday of the Liturgical year
Next Sunday we start Advent, the beginning of the Liturgical year
Maybe it would be better in the US if we changed it to the Solemnity of Christ the President
Kingship seems so antiquated in a democratic society
We think of rich kings lording it over their poor subjects
And that’s how most earthly kings end up
It was for this very reason that God didn’t want to give the Israelites an earthly king - God told them He was their king - they didn’t 

need an earthly king - God warned them that an earthly king would oppress them
However, like some of us some of the time, they didn’t listen to God - so God granted them a king - first He gave them King Saul
Then He gave them King David - now David ruled during the greatest 40 years of the history of the Israel nation
King David ruled with love and compassion - God called King David a man after His own Heart
God later told them He was going to establish a kingship that would last forever in the line of King David
After King David, the Israel nation went in decline came back and fell back into decline, but never reaching the level of greatness 

that happened under King David and his son King Solomon
So the Israelites, while being oppressed by foreign rulers looked forward to the time that God would establish this kingship what 

would last forever
They understood that this king, the Messiah, would establish God’s reign for them
The Israelites, the Jews, came to expect the Messiah to save them from tyranny and foreign domination
However, Jesus, the real Messiah, did not come to save the Israelites from earthly tyranny and foreign domination
Instead, Jesus, a true descendent of King David, came to conquer hearts and souls for an imperishable kingdom rather than 

perishable lands and entitlements
How did Jesus establish His kingdom? - Through the Eucharist and the Cross
As Jesus was dying on the cross, He was mocked for his claim to kingship
On the Cross was a sign that read, “King of Jews” - but this isn’t correct - Jesus died King of the nations, the King of all people - 

the question is will we recognize Him as King of our life
As King, through His death and resurrection, He conquered not evil foreign dictators, but rather He conquered the powers of 

Satan and sin
Revelations tells us that loves us and freed us from our sins by His blood
Jesus exchanged a throne of glory for a cross of shame to restore us from slavery to sin to glory with God as his adopted sons 

and daughters - in the Book of Revelations Jesus is called King of kings and Lord and lords (Revelations 19:16)
Jesus wants to be our King, the King of our lives
As Christians, our lives are not meant to be a democracy
Jesus doesn’t want us to follow Him just some of the time, just when we feel like it - He wants us to follow Him all the time
Well, that doesn’t sound like much fun - I admit sometimes it is not



But unlike an earthly king, we know that Jesus always has our best interest in mind - He always wants what is best for us - even if 
we can’t see it - even if we disagree

There were a few years in my twenties when I kind of knew that God wanted me to be a priest, but I didn’t want it - plus I couldn’t 
see how being a priest would make me happy - I really didn’t believe or trust that God had my best interest in mind - that 
He really wanted what was best for me - I believed what was best for me and would make me most happy would be to be 
married

Sometimes it is hard, especially when we can’t see the vision that God has, but we need to believe and trust that God really does 
want what is best for us, what will make us most holy, and in the end, make us most happy

Sometimes we don’t even receive this happiness or joy here on earth - sometimes we do, but sometimes we don’t - we need to 
remember and know and trust because, as Jesus says to Pilate, His Kingdom is not of this world - His Kingdom is Heaven

Jesus came to earth to testify to the Truth - do we believe Him? - do we trust He is speaking the Truth, that He is the Truth? - do 
we listen to Jesus’ voice in the Bible, in the teachings of the Catholic Church, in the decisions of the Magisterium?

Is Jesus King of your life? - I forgot to tell you, but this year, from October 11, 2012 to November 24, 2013, has been declared the 
Year of Faith by Pope Benedict - the Pope has asked us to read and reflect on the documents of Vatican II and on the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church - we will be doing more with the Year of Faith has the year progresses

We especially show Jesus who is King of our lives in the way we worship, in the way we celebrate Mass
As we start the new year, I just want to remind you of three things I talked about earlier this year
First, during the Confiteor, to beat your breast one or three times during the lines, “through my fault, through my fault, through my 

most grievous fault.”
Also, during the Creed to bow during the lines indicated on the card, when it talks about Jesus coming down and being born of 

Mary
Thirdly, that holding hands during the Our Father is not necessary - I realize it can be a nice gesture, but I personally find it a 

distraction - also, sometimes I see siblings squeezing each other’s hands too tightly just to get a reaction
Also, it is good to remember that the sign of peace comes right after the Our Father - this is one of our opportunities to make 

peace with our neighbor - so the meaning behind holding hands during the Our Father is contained in the gesture right after 
the Our Father, in the Sign of Peace

(StG: I realize that there are historical reasons why holding hands here is so common)
So you can hold hands - I won’t stop you, but if the person next to you doesn’t extend his or her hand, don’t take it personally
The scriptures present us with the choice between two kingdoms – the kingdom of light and the kingdom of darkness
The choice is ours to make voluntarily - Which kingdom do you serve? - the world that passes away or God's kingdom which 

endures for all time?
God's kingdom remains forever because it is built on the foundation of God's eternal love and justice
To accept Jesus as Lord and King is to become a citizen of an everlasting kingdom which is governed by righteousness, peace, 

truth, and love
Is your life submitted to the Lordship of Jesus Christ?


