
When I was little, I used to get in trouble with my parents
I know it’s hard to believe, but it happened
I remember getting sent to my room
I remember thinking, “I shouldn’t have to be here. When I grow up I’m going to do thus and so. They just wait and see.”
In general, but especially in moments like these, we often don’t see the connection between love and commandments or 

rules
Especially in today’s world, we think that love means allowing one to do what makes them happy
Isn’t this what freedom and happiness is about? Being able to do what you want when you want - rules are meant to be 

broken, right? (said sarcastically)
Let’s think of an obvious example - running out into the street without looking both ways first
Your mom or dad will yell at you for breaking their rule about looking and holding hands before crossing the street - why 

are they yelling at you? - hopefully it is not about them and having power over you, but rather they are yelling at 
you because they want what is best for you - they want you not to get hit by a car

This is what love is - it is wanting what is best for the other, even if it means sacrificing my own wants and desires
As parents, maybe some of you enjoy yelling at your kids; maybe some of you don’t - but you all do it because you want 

your children to grow up knowing what is best for them
You reprimand them for eating all of their Halloween candy not because you wanted some for yourself, but because you 

want them to realize it is not a healthy way to satisfy one’s hunger - plus the tummy ache afterwards
We need rules and commandments and boundaries if we are going to become all God created us to be
Just like our parents, God gives us commandments and rules - He does this because He loves us and wants us to 

flourish, not because He’s looking for reasons to throw us into Hell
Think about this example - by the world’s definition of freedom, I’m free to play the piano however I want - I’m completely 

free - Since I don’t know anything about music, I’m not restricted by music theory, chords, timing, rhythm, octaves, 
harmony, etc. - I’m not restricted by hours and hours of disciplined practice - I am truly free to play, to bang on 
whatever keys I want

Now a concert pianist is completely the opposite - he or she is restricted by hours and hours of practice - by proper 
fingering, music theory, harmony, timing, etc.

By the worlds definition, I’m the free one, not the concert pianist - I’m free to play however I want - However, you would 
pay money to hear the concert pianist - you would probably pay me to quit playing

True freedom is the freedom for excellence - the freedom to be our best, to be holy
Rules, commandments give us the foundation, the structure we need to be our best, to achieve true freedom
Those of you who play sports - why do you practice? - so that come game day, you are physically fit, you know the plays, 

and you have the muscle memory to do your best



What would happen if each player on the football team decided to do whatever he wanted to do instead of what the coach 
wanted him to do? - it would be chaos

Take that off the field and into the rest of life - what would happen if each person decided to do whatever they wanted? - it 
would be chaos

And that I would argue is what we are trending towards - chaos of broken families due to divorce, diseases because 
people don’t wait for marriage, people feeling more alone than ever despite the fact we have more ways to 
communicate than ever before

We don’t need more laws and rules - what we need is more love and virtue
Jesus in the Gospel gives us the two most important laws - Love God and love your neighbor
As many others and atheists do, we cannot just do the second commandment - we cannot truly love our neighbor if we 

don’t first love God
The more we love God, the more we will come to know His will for our lives and those around us
The more we love God with all our heart, will all our soul, with all our mind, and with all our strength, the more we will be 

able to truly love our neighbor
The more we love God, the more we will know that it is not good for our neighbor to run out into the street without looking
In a couple of days we will be voting on who and how our nation will be ruled
We will also be voting on how marriage will be defined
As Catholics, we believe that marriage, as a divine Sacrament and as a secular institution cannot be separated from the 

conception and raising of children that are ideally biologically their own
If you think that the Catholic viewpoint is discriminating against same-sex couples, then you are missing the point - 

marriage is about providing the best environment for the raising up of children - and this is within the atmosphere of 
the love between a husband and a wife

If we divorce marriage from child-rearing and make it about what makes us happy, I can promise you, it will not make 
people happier in the end - did no-fault divorces make the world a happier place? No - and neither will this

Why, because I promise you, it will not end here - polygamists will claim they are being discriminated against - people who 
want to marry their pet will claim they are being discriminated against - those who want to marry their online avatar 
will claim they are being discriminated against

If the dam breaks against defining marriage as one man and one woman, it will be a slow decline to chaos
Even if pro-life officials get elected into office, I don’t see Roe versus Wade being overturned anytime soon
Not that I don’t want it to - it should be illegal to murder babies in the womb
God is very clear - thou shall not kill
However, legal or illegal, we need to take a stand and quit taking our girlfriends, our daughters, our female friends to the 

abortion clinic



If you do, you are in some ways more culpable than she is
Now if you have had an abortion or have helped someone obtain one, God’s mercy and forgiveness is waiting for you
Jesus wants to heal you of your pain and guilt - He is waiting for you in the Sacrament of Confession - He is calling out to 

you - no sin is too big for God’s mercy and forgiveness
The Sacrament of Confession is offered at 8:00 AM Tuesday through Friday and sometimes on Mondays and Saturdays 

wherever daily Mass is that day - also on Saturdays in Currie at 4:30 and at 8:00 on Sundays in Fulda - or you can 
always call and set up a time - even if it is at 2 AM, call - your getting right with God and receiving His love, mercy, 
and forgiveness is more important than my sleep

Now I realize these are tough, complicated issues - so maybe in the public arena, separation of church and state is a 
good idea - that preservers the freedom of being able to practice whichever religion we feel is right - however, it 
seems like more and more they don’t want freedom of religion, but freedom from religion

However, personally, our religion must impact how we act in the public arena - our Catholicism should influence how we 
act and how we vote

We need to practice faithful Catholic Christian American citizenship not just on voting day, but every day of our lives - in 
every action we make

We need to make the commitment to practice faithful Catholic Christian American citizenship every day
If we do, in prayer, we will hear Jesus say, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”


