
Some people say the only sure things in life are death and taxes - I would add God
This sentiment reflects the fact that time and money are the two things we can never seem to have too much of
I always thought it would be interesting to take an economics class in college
I never did - for some reason it was not a required class for my computer engineering degree
Some say that pride is the root of all evil - I’m yet to find a convincing argument to the contrary
Some others say that money is the root of all evil
Jesus too knew that time and money were the two great limitations in life - Thus, Jesus Himself is often found talking 

about time and money
Today’s Gospel is one of them - here Jesus is talking about money
Jesus is hanging out with the scribes and His disciples
What are they doing? They’re people watching - people watching can be quite entertaining and doesn’t cost any money to 

do
They are observing how many rich people put large sums of money into the treasury - then comes along a poor widow - 

what does she do? - she takes the equivalent of two pennies and puts them in the treasury
Jesus gets all excited and says the strangest thing - “Amen I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all of the 

other contributions to the treasury.”
Any person on planet earth could see that He was wrong - how can two pennies be worth more than anything else?
Well Jesus goes on to explain - the key phrase is that the others gave out of their surplus wealth and the woman, in her 

poverty, did not - she gave all that she had
When I was in college at Iowa State University, a priest told us that we should tithe, to give the church and other charitable 

organizations to the point that it made a difference in our life - to the point where we had to start giving things up
In the Old Testament God gave the Israelites a starting point of 10% - however, maybe for you it is different
For Bill Gates, giving 10% would still leave him enough money for like a 1000 lifetimes - actually he did kind of did do that 

- he quite his job as CEO of Microsoft in 2000 and went full time for the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation - 
unfortunately some his money has gone on to help fund abortions and contraception in third world countries 
instead of programs that teach abstinence

For some of us, giving 5% would be a stretch
However, the message is the same - give to the point where it makes a difference in your life - give to the point to where 

you have to start giving things up - how times do you eat out a month? - what if you cut back by two times and gave 
the money instead to the church or a charity?

How much would you save if you got a cheaper TV cable or satellite package? Could you in turn give the difference to the 
church or a charity?



Do I need to have the latest and greatest gadget? This one hits home - if you haven’t noticed yet, I’m kind of geek - I like 
my electronics - so I’m talking to myself

I do give a percentage of the money I make to the Church and to charities, but I could always give more
Does God need money? - In a real way God does need your money - if the church didn’t have money, it would be pretty 

cold right now in this church - to function in the world, the Church does need some money and material goods
But in another way, God doesn’t need money
God is God - He has and is everything He could ever need or want
His church, the Catholic Church is a divine institution and would exist no matter what - we have the Church Triumphant 

that is already in heaven, we have the Church Militant on earth, and we have the Church Penitent in Purgatory
So in a real way, God is in no need of money
So why should we tithe? - why should we give our money to the Church and charities?
We tithe for us - for our salvation - for our growing in holiness - for our growing in trust of God
It is for our good that God asks us to tithe
First of all, all we have is a gift from God, starting with our very lives - in some ways, even the cash we have is a loan from 

God - so why not give back to God what He has first given to us?
If someone gave you a million dollars and then asked for $100,000 of it back, would really be in a position to say no?
In the Old Testament, God told the Israelites to sacrifice a certain percentage of their livestock
Did God need their sacrifices to survive? Obviously not - again God is God - He doesn’t need a steak dinner - although 

I’m glad He created cows so I could have a yummy steak dinner
Now it wasn’t good enough just for the Israelites to give and sacrifice to God a certain percentage of their livestock, but 

they had to sacrifice their best animals - they couldn’t sacrifice to God the runts of the litter, the sick animals - when 
they did try doing this, God reprimand them

God wanted them to give to Him first and to give Him the best
We too need to quit being so selfish with the gifts that God has first given us - we need to give to God our best from what 

He has given us
My dad sells farm real estate which is great profession now, but in the mid 80’s not so much
I don’t ever remember thinking we were poor, but we were on subsidized lunches for awhile
And yet, I know that the beginning of every month my dad would write two sizable checks - one to my mom’s Catholic 

church and one to his Lutheran church
God doesn’t need our money or material wealth, but WE need to give it to Him - if we are to become better human beings, 

if we are to become more holy, if we are to become less selfish, if we are going to prepare our souls for Heaven, 
then we need to give money and material wealth away to the Church and other charitable organizations 



Not in today’s Gospel reading, but in Matthew 19 Jesus says that it is easier for a camel to pass through an eye of needle 
than for a rich person to enter heaven - which basically means it is impossible - but then Jesus gives us hope when 
He says that nothing is impossible for God

But as I’ve reflected on this, I believe the reason this is is because rich people can live in the illusion that they are self 
sufficient - that they don’t need God - that they don’t need a savior

But a poor person quickly realizes they are not self sufficient - the evidence is all around them - but we rich people like to 
pretend that we are self sufficient

Children, especially poor children, know they are not self sufficient and easily trustful of others
We need to be more like that and more easily trust God and not put our hope and trust in money and material wealth
This was the lesson the woman in Zarephath learned in the first reading
Elijah asked her to first feed him, a prophet of God even though there was only enough flour and oil to make one cake - 

and therefore not enough for a second one for her and her son
Elijah asked her to trust God and not to be afraid - earthly math said that there was not enough for all three of them
But divine, Godly math said that there would be if she trusted and did what God asked her to do
And God rewarded her trust in Him - not only did she have enough for two cakes that day, but God blessed with enough 

flour and oil to last a whole year, until the drought in her land ended
She had planned on dying of starvation - instead she thrived because she trust and first gave to God
God will not be out-done in generosity - and the greatest gift He wants to give us is eternal life with Him in heaven
He cannot give this to us if we are clinging to the material things of earth
So aim high - aim for God, aim for His salvation, aim for trusting Him with your life, especially your material wealth
Be generous with God and God will blow you away with His generosity - I promise


