
The Grotto of Redemption - West Bend, Iowa - the first time I went would have been in about 1987, when I was in 5th grade - for 
those who have never been there, you should go - it is an amazing place

The story is that as a seminarian, Father Paul Matthias Dobberstein became critically ill with pneumonia - He prayed to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Mother of God, to intercede from him for the grace of health - he promised to build a shrine in her honor if he lived 
- Father Dobberstein turned tons and tons of rock into a beautiful shrine to our Blessed Mother

I was there again in the summer of 2008. One of the classes from St. John Vianney elementary school in Fairmont was going on a 
field trip there - so I went with them

It was great to see it again - what an inspiration - however, once I got into the gift shop, I saw some books on sale from the Left 
Behind series - I later called the gift shop back and informed them that the Left Behind books do not portray the Catholic 
understanding of the end times - for some reason they didn’t care what a snooty seminarian said and said they would 
continue to sell the books

Some of you may have run into these books - they were popular maybe 10 years ago - I believe they even made a movie based on 
the books

The books talk about the rapture - some Christians believe that, yes, Jesus came 2000 years ago to live and die for our sins and 
rose from the dead so that we could receive the grace we need for our salvation - however, they believe that Jesus will first 
come only for the true believers - this is the rapture - there is a fun DC Talk song about this called “I Wish We’d All Been 
Ready” - it’s a catchy tune, but bad theology - then Jesus will come back for the Church and Jesus will then reign on earth for 
a literal 1000 years, after which the final judgment will happen and the end of time will happen - this is called Dispensational 
Premillennialism - this is what a lot of Baptists and evangelical Christians believe

As Catholics, we are what is called Amillennialists - we believe that Jesus did not talk about coming two or three more times - Jesus 
said He would come back at the end of time and judge the nations - the 1000 year reign of Christ is symbolic - As I explained 
in my bulletin article, 10x10x10=1000, which just means a really, really long time - the reign of Christ began with the 
Resurrection and will end at the end of time when Christ will come back and judge all people in the final judgment

Why does this matter? It matters because it means there are no second chances once the end comes - yes, Jesus says there will be 
signs that the end is near, but in some ways, some of these signs have occurred before in history - people that the earths 
nations were in dismay when the Holy Roman Empire fell in the 600s

However, when the end of the world does come, we won’t miss it - Jesus says He, the Son of Man, will come in a cloud with power 
and great glory

It will be the best show the world has ever seen
Contrast that with the way Jesus came the first time - Jesus came to be born in a stable in Bethlehem - born to a young teenage girl 

and carpenter - two long distant forgotten relatives of King David, who lived a 1000 years before Jesus was born on earth
When Jesus was born, no one knew except some shepherds the angels announced it to and three wise men from the East
God, the creator of the universe had come to earth - He had become a part of the very creation He created - He became a part of 

His own creation - this happened with so little fan fare
However, Jesus makes it clear that His second coming, the coming of the Son of Man will be much different



Jesus tells His disciples that His final sign will be His return in glory at the end of the world - He will come this second time to judge 
and mercifully redeem those who have accepted Him as Lord and Savior and punish those who have rejected Him

This end of the world will be unmistakable
Jeremiah says the Lord will fulfill the promise He made to Israel and Judah
The Lord says that a descendent of King David will do what is right and just in the land - that this descendent will make Judah safe 

and Jerusalem secure
And the Jews believed that the Messiah, the One to Come, their Savior, would do just that
But God had bigger plans - Jesus came to do what is right and just in the land of Judah, but not just to keep Judah safe and 

Jerusalem secure, but to give spiritual safety and security to people of the whole world
We naturally know that something is not right in the world - we know it early on - during those moments when we yell at our siblings, 

“That’s not fair.”
We naturally know things should be right and just - but they are not - sin has entered the world - as we get older, we become very 

aware that we don’t always know what the right thing is - but we believe in God - we believe that He is Truth - we believe there 
is a right answer to every choice and decision

However, sin has caused darkness and ignorance to enter our soul - all of us, every child that has said, “That’s not fair,” awaits the 
coming of Jesus, our Savior

He has come to re-enlighten our hearts to what is right and just
Jesus is the true hope to real justice, peace, and harmony - Jesus is Emmanuel - the hope of all people
In Him we find not just our eternal salvation, but our every day salvation - salvation from despair, injustice, sin, evil, death, suicide, 

divorce, abortion, marital disharmony, family feuds - we cannot heal ourselves - our life experiences make this pretty obvious
Paul tells the Thessalonians to be blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus
As we enter into the beginning of Advent, why does the Church seem in today’s readings, to focus on the end of time, on Jesus’ 

Second Coming?
Why? - Because the First Coming of Jesus has already happened - Jesus won all the grace we will ever need for our salvation, our 

going to heaven, by being born of a virgin and suffering on the Cross 2000 years ago
Now, we can do an ever better job of accepting this grace so that we can become blameless in holiness
Advent is not a time of celebration, of patting ourselves on the back for what great Christians we are - instead it is a time to reflect, to 

look inside, to discover what it is we need to change so that we can receive and accept Jesus into our hearts with an ever 
deeper love

What doors, what windows, do you need to open in your heart this Advent season, so that God’s love and light may dispel the 
darkness and ignorance in your soul?

Why do we need to do this? Because we do not know when the end of the world, the final judgment, the second coming will happen
We need to be vigilant against sin and evil in our lives - we need to pray to have the strength to be faithful in the face of the world’s 

lies
We need to prepare our souls now, right now, this Advent season, for being holy - that way, we will be ready to stand before the Son 

of Man, before Jesus, no matter when the end may come


