
The limbo - when I say, “limbo,” what do you think of?
The oldest third of you are thinking that place where the souls of unbaptized babies go - the middle third of you remember 

doing the limbo on roller skates in the 80’s - like your truly - however, I was horrible at it - there are wooden planks 
that are more flexible than I am - and the youngest third are thinking, “I have no idea what you are talking about...oh, 
wait, I think I saw roller skating on some Youtube video or something

Limbo - since we are in church, as you may have guessed, I’m going to start off by talking about the place where unbaptized 
babies go

Limbo has always been a theological speculation - it has never been the official teaching of the church - even so, many 
priests taught it to their people

However, in recent times, it has been hard pastorally to tell grieving parents that their child in not heaven, especially in the 
case of a miscarriage or a child dying at birth

So about five or six years ago, a bunch of stuffy theologians gathered in Rome to discuss this - one of my professors from 
Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit was one of them - actually he’s pretty cool and not all that stuffy

Don’t do this on your next homework assignment, but basically after gathering, they produced a nice long document that 
said, after looking at Sacred Tradition passed down to us from the Apostles and looking at Sacred Scripture, the Bible, 
we just don’t know

On the one hand you have Jesus saying in Matthew 19:14, “Let the children come to me, and do not prevent them; for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”

On the other, you have Jesus telling Nicodemus, “Amen, amen, I say to you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without 
being born of water and Spirit.” - in other words, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being Baptized with 
water and from Matthew 28:19, being Baptized with the Trinitarian formula, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit

So, some of the smartest theologians in the world concluded that we can hope and pray that those who die without the 
opportunity to be baptized are in heaven, but we just don’t know for sure - we do know that what has been revealed to 
us is that Baptism removes original sin and gives us the grace and the status of being a child of God

This is what God has revealed to us - now God is God - Maybe He can bring about someone’s salvation from original sin 
some other way that hasn’t been revealed to us, but we just don’t know - we can hope and pray, but we don’t know for 
sure

This is why the Church recommends having your child baptized in the first couple of weeks after they are born - I guess this 
would assume that you have started making arrangements for the Baptism even before the child is born - when I told 
this to my mother, she said whoever wrote that has never given birth

There is an old legend about a grandmother at a bishop ordination telling the people how she baptized the newly appointed 
bishop in an emergency because they thought he was going to die - she says that there was nothing around to 
baptize him with so she used milk instead - which is funny because it would make the baptism invalid, and since 



baptism is the gateway to all of the other sacraments, it would make all of his other sacraments, including holy orders, 
becoming a priest, invalid as well

So if you are ever in a situation where a child is about to die, especially grandmothers, nurses, doctors, and a priest or 
deacon is not available, you can baptize the child - just make sure you use what is commonly considered water and 
you pour at least three drop of water on the child’s forehead, one as you say, “<Name>, I baptize you in the name of 
the Father,” one more drop as you say, “and of the Son,” and a third drop as you say, “and of the Holy Spirit.”

So you can’t use mud, but if you can squeeze three drops of dirty water from the mud, you are good to go
There are two other types of Baptisms besides the baptism of water - the church has always recognized a Baptism of desire 

- so if someone is planning on being baptized with water, but dies before they can be, then they receive the Baptism 
of Desire

The church also always recognized the Baptism of Blood - so if you die for your faith in Jesus before you are Baptized with 
water, then you are good to go too - so think of the holy martyrs - even the Holy Innocents, the infants who died when 
King Herod tried to kill the Baby Jesus - they were the first Christian martyrs, people who died for Jesus

So again, why do we have to be Baptized to be saved, to belong to God’s family, to be able to go to heaven?
Well, because Adam and Eve messed it all up - Adam and Eve were created without sin - but then out of their free will, they 

did sin and with that sin, infected every human being after them - we call this Original Sin
We are all born with it - in some ways we are all born enemies of God
In Baptism we go from being enemies of God to being not just allies with God, but we become sons and daughters of God
But then why did Jesus get Baptized? - Jesus didn’t have any sin - Jesus was God
In this humble submission we see a foreshadowing of the “baptism” of his bloody death upon the cross
He allowed himself to be counted as one of us sinners - even though He was God, He fully associated Himself with us 

sinners, even though He Himself never sinned
That is why, even though He was without sin and thus no need of being Baptized in Himself, in order redeem us, in order to 

give us salvation, in order to give us the possibility of eternal life in heaven, he allowed Himself to be baptized by John 
the Baptist in the Jordan River

Out of love he consented to this baptism of death, death on the Cross, for the remission of our sins
Many of the ancient writers would talk about how we are baptized into Jesus’ death on the Cross
This makes more sense when we think about how Baptisms were first done - hopefully not with babies, but with adults, when 

they converted to Christianity, they would do a full immersion baptism - this means three times they would dunk the 
person and hold them underwater until they were kind of gasping for breath - so there is a sense of death, of dying to 
our old sinful selves - then they would come up and gasp for air, they would take in new life

So there was a much more dramatic sense of dying to our old sinful self, and then rising to new life, to a new way of living in 
Christ, just as Christ died on the Cross and then rose from the dead

Saint Cyril of Alexandria says we need the Holy Spirit to secure spiritual gifts



So Christ being God was already one with God the Holy Spirit
And yet, at His baptism Jesus “received the Spirit” in so far as he was man, and in so far as man could receive the Spirit - 

the Holy Spirit came down upon Him in the form of a dove
And what does God the Father tell God the son? - He says, “You are my Son; with you I am well pleased.”
So in our Baptism we participate in Christ’s Baptism
God the Father gives the Spirit again to the Son in order that we may receive the Spirit in Christ
The Son receives the Spirit not for His own good, for he does not need it, but he does it for us in Him
Jesus’ Baptism marks the beginning of His public ministry, His vocation
This week is Vocations Week - we are all called to a vocation - for most of you that is marriage
However, no good young Catholic should make that assumption - we should all ask God and pray about a call to the 

priesthood or religious life - remember, life is about doing what God wants; not what we want
I don’t believe their are less vocations, less people called to the priesthood or religious life than in ages past - I just think 

there are less people are being obedient to the call
We can do something that God doesn’t want us to do - we do this every time we sin
We can’t just do something and then say God must have desired it to happen since it did happen - what do we expect God to 

do? - Do we expect Him to strike us with a lightening bolt to stop us? - God will allow us, because of His gift of free 
will, to get married even if He created us to be a priest, a nun, a brother, a religious sister

If the idea has even flashed across your mind to be a priest or religious, then you need to talk to a priest or nun about it and 
pray to discern what God wants you to do

We need heroes, real life heroes now more than ever - to be a hero you must be willing to sacrifice
You young people make sacrifices all the time to be heroes in sports, drama, music, grades, etc.
It is good to do this - it teaches you character and makes a better person - but these things come and go
But why not make sacrifices for the ultimate battle, the battle between good and evil - a battle to win eternal souls to the 

good side, to the side of Christ, the saints, and the angels
For all of eternity there will never be anything more important to fight for; there will be nothing more important to make 

sacrifices for; there will be nothing more important to lay down your life for
Young people - think and pray about saying yes to being a priest, a religious sister or brother - think about saying yes to 

being the ultimate hero in the ultimate battle - trust me, look at me - God doesn’t call the equipped - He equips the 
called - do not be afraid to say yes to God - He cannot be outdone in generosity - I am truly blessed to be your priest

Today, thank God for being Baptized, the sacrament that makes all the rest of this possible
Thank your mom, dad, grandparent, or someone else for having you Baptized
Today, thank God that you are counted as one of His precious sons and daughters
May God the Father say of you, “You are my beloved son or daughter; with you I am well pleased.”


