
Growing up, we celebrated Christmas at my Grandparents in Kansas City - we used to stay for a week or so - looking back I don’t 
know how my grandparents survived having 5 obnoxious kids around disturbing their usually quiet home - we would receive 
our gifts from Grandma and Grandpa on Christmas day

However, it wasn’t until we were back home and at Epiphany that we would exchange immediate family gifts
My family, especially my mother, has never been big on gift giving, so it wasn’t usually that exciting, but it was a good way to 

extend the Christmas season and spirit
By exchanging gifts on Epiphany maybe my mother was being super religious, but I think it was just because she needed to be 

frugal - that way she could get in on all the after-Christmas sales
But yes, today we celebrate Epiphany, the visiting of Jesus by the Magi, the Three Wise Men
Traditionally, Epiphany was celebrated on January 6th, twelve days after Christmas - so Christmas is not over December 26th - I 

haven’t seen too many trees on the curb yet
The shepherds that visited Jesus were probably Jews, Jesus’ own people, but the Magi were foreigners 
The Magi left their own country in pursuit of what? They travelled across a desert to see who? Herod, the local king, a famous 

singer? - Who? - no, they were in search of a king
Herod was worried that the Magi thought there was someone more important than him in his kingdom
Herod was afraid of anyone who could be powerful enough to over-throw him - so he tells the Magi to find Jesus and then tell him 

where Jesus is
The Magi followed a star - that is a lot of trust - that is more trust than I put in my GPS
Because when they reached their destination, when the star stopped, they could have been disappointed
The star stopped over a stable, not a palace - a carpenter and a young woman were there - there was no extended family 

gathering of finely clothed people as royalty would wear
When they saw Jesus they could have seen just a regular baby boy
But the Holy Spirit was already at work - divine revelation opened the minds and hearts of the Magi to see Jesus for who He really 

is, that He is the promised Messiah, God Himself, the rightful King of the Universe
They perceived one things with their eyes and another with their minds
Chromatius, a theologian in the 4th century remarks, “The invisible and eternal nature did not hesitate to take on the weakness of 

the flesh on our behalf.”
The Magi had come in search of King - and they found one - and not just the King of the Jews, but the King of all nations, of all 

creation
Isaiah in the first readings says, “The wealth of nations shall be brought to you...all from Sheba shall come bearing gold and 

frankincense, proclaiming the praises of the Lord.”
Jesus is not meant for just the Jews - He did not come to save the Israelites from foreign rule, but He came to give eternal life, to 

save people from their sins
And not just the Jewish people, but all people
The Messiah was thought to be the savior of the Jewish people and save them from earthly rule and domination
Instead Jesus came to save not just the Jews, but all people from the spiritual rule and domination of sin



We are the non-Jews, the Gentiles that Paul talks about in his letter to the Ephesians
We are coheirs, members of the same body, and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel
We are the Body of Christ
Before Jesus came to earth, God was out there completely other
Now Jesus was approachable, touchable, seeable
The Magi gave gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh
These gifts were signs of what Jesus would do during His time on earth
The gold represents Jesus’ Kingship of the Kingdom of Heaven
The frankincense represents Jesus’ priesthood
And the myrrh prefigures his death and embalming
These ideas are captured in the song “We Three Kings” - check out the lyrics sometime
Gold: “Born a King on Bethlehem's plain; Gold I bring to crown Him again; King forever, ceasing never; Over us all to reign”
Frankincense: “Frankincense to offer have I; Incense owns a Deity nigh; Prayer and praising, all men raising; Worship Him, God 

most high”
Myrrh: “Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume; Breathes of life of gathering gloom; Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying; Sealed in the 

stone-cold tomb”
Already in the gifts of the Three Kings, the three Magi, the Three wise men, we see a foreshadowing, a summary of Christ’s life on 

earth
In their gifts, the Three Wise Men prepare Jesus to be a gift to us, a gift as our priest, prophet, and king
Jesus is thee greatest gift we have ever received - our faith in Him is itself a gift from God
Who do you have to thank for your faith? - your parents, your grandparents, a friend, some wacky group full of Jesus Freaks that 

you met in college, a boyfriend or a girlfriend?
Obviously you have responded well to the gift of faith that God gave you through others - that is why you are here at Mass
But as we reflect on gifts on this Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord, how can we respond with an even greater love to the gift 

Jesus has given to us?
But what gift exactly has Jesus given us? Our faith yes - Our salvation, yes - but this morning He gives us Himself, body, blood, 

soul, and divinity - “This is my body which will be given up for you. This is the chalice of my blood, the blood of the new and 
eternal covenant; which will be poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.”

Jesus, in the Eucharist, gives us the pattern for love
How do we respond to this gift of love, this gift of Himself? The only way God gave us - to be a gift back to God - to give of 

ourselves back to God and to others - to place ourselves at the service of God and others
This is love - to be a gift to others - the Three Wise Men came to Jesus and gave the best of what they had to give - We as 

Christians are called to give ourselves as a gift back to God and others
The old saying is, “It is better to give than receive.” - Since it is true of our God, Jesus, may it be true of us, His followers


