
What does your name mean? - Andrew, my first name means strong one - Vogel is German for bird
For the Jews too, names had a great deal of importance - a name represented what a person should be in the future - I 

suppose it is like how blacksmiths became the Smiths of today
An unknown name meant someone could not be completely known
For the Jews, a name expressed the reality not just of their job or function, but his or her being at its deepest level
A Jewish male was named at the time of circumcision, eight days after birth
Circumcision was a sign of the covenant between God and the Jewish people
To fulfill this Jewish precept, Jesus was circumcised on the eighth day and given the name Jesus, just as the angel had 

instructed before He was conceived in the womb
Jesus, in Hebrew, literally means “the Lord saves”
Only God can forgive sins, but since Jesus is God, He will save all of His people, all of humanity from our sins
In Jesus’ name we are already confronted with the mystery of God’s great plan - a plan to give us a savior who, though a 

divine eternal person, takes on human nature, becomes man, for our sake, for our salvation
Peter exclaims in Acts 2:12, “There is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”
In the Acts of the Apostles, we see the power of Jesus’ name - at Jesus’ name demons flee, cripples walk, the blind see, 

the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life
Jesus is the key to Christian prayer; He is the key to the whole of Christian life
Many Christians martyrs have died with the name of Jesus on their lips and in their hearts
Now this sounds like of easy - we say it all the time - Jesus is God
But what exactly does this mean? - How does that work?
There were different theories on how this work - my favorite, because I like the absurd, is that Jesus was just a regular 

human person, who at the age of 30, at the time of His public ministry, the Spirit of God kind of took over the body 
of the human person that was Jesus

It is kind of like those movies about people who wake up and find themselves in someone else’s body
Another was that the human part of Jesus really didn’t exist - the idea was that Jesus was God who projected an image of 

His body - almost like a hologram - so looked like He was on earth, but not really physically on earth
There were still other theologians who believed that Jesus was just a really, really special human person, but in the end 

not much different than you and me - that Jesus was not God, but His highest and most perfect human person 
created

Now today we celebrate Mary, Mother of God - how is this possible? - a mother exists before her off-spring - some thought 
the title Mary, Mother of God, meant that somehow meant that Mary existed before and was more important than 
Jesus

Maybe Mary was only the mother of the human nature of Jesus and not the divine nature of Jesus



Maybe Mary is not the Mother of God because Jesus really isn’t God
So these questions about the different titles of Mary also were questions about who Jesus was
If Jesus really is a divine person, with two natures, fully human and fully divine, but still one divine person, than it is not 

like you can split one person into two
Therefore, it was concluded that Mary had to be the mother of not just the human nature of Jesus, but of the one, whole, 

divine person of Jesus
Jesus, the Second Person of God - God who is larger and outside of the universe He created, took on human flesh from 

Mary - the angel Gabriel, in his announcement to Mary, tells her that Jesus will be born from you - he did not say 
that Jesus would be born in you

This is what we proclaim every time we say the Creed we say on Sundays and other times
“And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light 

from LIght, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were 
made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the 
Virgin Mary, and became man.”

We proclaim that Jesus is the Second Person of the Trinity, the Second Person of God
Jesus was begotten of God the Father for eternity past and eternity into the future - Jesus is eternally begotten of the 

Father - there was never a time when this was not true
God from God - Jesus, God the Son, was begotten of God the Father
True God from true God - Jesus, God the Son, is as much and truly God as God the Father
Consubstantial with the Father - in philosophy a substance is your “what-ness” - your what-ness is human being, humanity
God’s what-ness is God-ness - God by His very definition is that which nothing is greater - therefore, logically there can 

only be one being or thing that is greater than everything else - therefore, by the very definition of God, there can 
only be one God, one being that is God, that has the substance of God-ness

However, we believe as Christians that there are three Persons in the one God - so here in the Creed, we are proclaiming 
that Jesus is of the same substance, the same what-ness that God the Father is

Through God the Son, God the Father created the universe - and all other parallel universes if you believe in that thing
And why did Jesus come down from Heaven and take on the pain and suffering of our fallen human nature? - Why did the 

God of the universe take on a human body and become true man (while remaining truly God), being born of Mary? 
- for us and our salvation

So quick review - we believe in one God - we believe there are three persons in the One God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
who are all of the same substance - they are all one God, they all have God-ness - the Second Person of this 
Trinitarian One God, Jesus, came to earth and took on human flesh - thus at the time of the incarnation 2000 years 



ago, Jesus, the Second Person of the Trinity, of God, one divine Person, now has two full nature - He retains fully 
His divine nature and fully took on human nature

So one God - three Persons in the One God - the Second Person is Jesus who is one divine Person with two full natures, 
human and divine

Mary, is the mother of Jesus - therefore she is the Mother of God
Therefore, she deserves all the praise and honor that Jesus Himself showed her
We cannot honor Mary enough - in her humility she will always point us back to her Son Jesus
Mary is the Mother of God, the Queen of Heaven, the foretaste of our destiny as human beings in her perfection
In her humility she wishes to intercede for us
There is no more powerful prayer than the Rosary - there is no greater intercessor than Mary
Just ask the wedding couple in Cana - just ask the countless people who have prayed to Mary and sought her 

intercession - Mary always takes our concerns to her Son, Jesus, the Second Person of God
Through Jesus, we have been adopted as sons and daughters of God
God is no longer a judge, making sure we don’t do wrong, making sure we don’t break the law - making sure we do the 

minimum
God now stands as a father who desires us to flourish, to excel; and we can because He has put His love in our hearts
The Lord wants to bless and keep you
The Lord wants to let his face shine upon you and be gracious to you
The Lord wants to look upon you kindly and give you peace
May He do so in this coming year


