
Last weekend I was gone - maybe you noticed, maybe you didn’t - if you didn’t, I won’t hold it against you
I went with about 100 other people from our diocese to Washington, D.C. for the March for Life
Thank you for your prayers - I didn’t hurt anyone during the 20 hour bus ride there or the 20 hour bus ride home
We joined somewhere between 500,000 and 600,000 other people, mostly young people, in marching from the center of the 

Mall in D.C. to the Supreme Court building on Capital Hill
We gave witness to the fact that all human life from conception to natural death is sacred - we hope that the law makers of 

our land take notice
This year we acknowledged the 40th Anniversary of Roe versus Wade, the Supreme Court decision that made the murder 

and destruction of babies in the womb legal in this country - since then, it is estimated that some 55 million people 
have lost their lives in the US in the last forty years

Hopefully all of you read the bulletin - but just in case you don’t - the argument I think that gets used the most is rights - the 
rights of the woman to her own body

And I would agree, a woman should have the right to her own body - but what is considered her body? - every cell of our 
bodies has the same genetic code, the same DNA in the nucleus of every cell in our bodies

So every cell that is a part of the mother’s body has the same DNA - however, the DNA in every cell of the baby is different 
than that of the mother’s

Therefore the baby is not a part of the mother’s body - yes, the baby is inside of the mother’s body and depends on the 
mother’s body, but it is not a part of it - the baby is its own person - it is its own unique combination of body and soul, 
one that will last for an eternity - a person with his or her own rights - one of them being the right to life

Now it is not very popular to speak this truth - hopefully and maybe it is inside of these four walls, but it might not be - if it 
isn’t, it should be

Now we are all human - God created us for love and community - however, in our fallenness we sometimes betray the truth 
and instead seek to be popular

In the Gospel today, Jesus is back in His hometown - the people are excited because they have heard about the awesome 
miracles and things He did in other towns

He had become the local town hero - imagine if someone from Currie/Fulda/Westbrook was the star quarterback for the 
winning team in the Superbowl - it would be a big deal when he came back home

People would be going around saying how they knew him when he was just a boy and telling proud stories about him
So when Jesus comes back to Him hometown, people are excited - Luke records that “all spoke highly of him and were 

amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth.”
Jesus is not just popular; He is very popular
But then Jesus starts to say some unpopular things
See the Jewish people were chosen by God to be His own people so that they could lead other nations to God
So they started to believe that as long as you were Jewish, you were good to go



But Jesus shows them that throughout history, there have been non-Jews, Gentiles, who have shown as much, if not more, 
faith than the Jews

Well, as you can image, this was not a very popular thing to say, so they tried to push Jesus off a cliff, but He escaped
Sometimes, I think we hide behind identities as an excuse for not being radical for Christ and the Truth, myself included
I think sometimes we too, assume superiority because of our backgrounds
Whether is from being an American, or being from MN instead of IA - this could even come from being Christian or Catholic
But being American, a Minnesotan, a Christian, or even a Catholic is not a get out of jail free card or a get into heaven free 

card
God doesn’t save us through what we are, but through who we are
Are we open to being God’s son or daughter? - do we allow God’s grace from our Baptism and other sacraments to flow 

through us and affect the way we live?
St. Paul in the second reading from Corinthians says we can be prophets, even prophets of God - we can be really really 

smart, even very knowledge about God - we can even in tongues...
But unless we have love, love for God and our neighbor, then the rest is worth nothing
If we don’t have love of God and our neighbor, then it doesn’t matter where we come from or what we do with our lives
We can be good people without love - however, in order to be great sons and daughters of God, we must have love
St. Paul says, “Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, it is not pompous, it is not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek 

its own interests, it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury, it does not rejoice over wrongdoing, but 
rejoices with the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails.”

If you want some good solid advice to a happy marriage, read these lines often
We must do all things in love, God’s love
That means we need to first pray and receive God’s love so that when we do interact with others, it is God’s authentic love 

we are giving to them and not some distorted imitation of it
Sometimes this means tough love - sometimes, as Jesus did, it means speaking the truth with love, even if it is unpopular
True love does not allow the other to remain in their sin and error - true love seeks the other’s good - true love seeks that the 

other knows and lives in the Truth, the objective Truth given to us by God through the Catholic Church by means of 
the Holy Spirit

We need to give faith, hope, and love to those around us - our world needs faith, hope, and love now more than ever
Our world needs heroes - people willing to radically stand up for the truth and goodness of all
Our world doesn’t need more popular people - our world needs saints, true heroes
The transformation of the culture, the transformation from the culture of death to the culture of life begins today, with us 

choosing to be saints rather than popular - it begins with you and me


