
Babies can look so innocent and cute - however, they like to grab on to things, even hair - when they grab your hair and 
you yell, “Ow!!!,” do they stop? No, usually not - why? Because they haven’t learned about cause and effect yet

In the Gospel, some people told Jesus about some Galileans who had the misfortune of being in the wrong place at the 
wrong time - thus, they happened to be in the temple when Pilate killed a bunch of people

Jesus asks the people who mentioned the news if they thought those people were greater sinners than other Galileans
Jesus answers His own question and says they were not
Jesus then asks about some older news - a tower at Siloam fell and killed 18 people - Jesus asks if those 18 were more 

guilty than anyone else in Jerusalem - again Jesus answers His own question and says they were not
Now God planted a sense of justice inside each one of us - again anytime we hear a small child say, “That’s not fair” - that 

is because God has put that sense of justice inside each one of us - now because we are fallen and sinful, we don’t 
always discern true justice perfectly - but we still have a sense of it

So it would make sense then if bad things happened to bad people and good things happened to good people
This is what cause and effect would dictate
But Jesus says we can’t make that assumption
After each one, Jesus says, “But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!”
Jesus is warning those listening to Him and warning us today that we need to repent now - we need to be sorry for our 

sins now and make an effort to live differently from here on out
Jesus warns us to take responsibility for our actions and moral choices and put sin to death today before it can destroy 

our heart, mind, soul, and body as well
Unrepentant sin is like a cancer which corrupts us from within
If it is not eliminated through repentance - asking God for forgiveness and for His healing grace - it leads to a spiritual 

death which is far worse than physical destruction
So again, don’t worry about trying to figure out if others deserve what happens to them or not - don’t try and judge the 

state of their souls - only God knows that
As much as we would like to make such a correlation, we can’t - only God knows the state of a soul - I suppose actually 

sometimes saints have been shown the state of their own soul or someone else’s, but for the most part, only God 
knows the state of a particular soul - maybe in his last split second of his life, Hitler was truly sorry - on this side of 
heaven, we just don’t know

In the first parable Jesus is warning people that we don’t know when the end of our lives will come - we don’t know when 
God will have our life end and our personal judgment happen - in the second parable, Jesus says that this is not a 
reason to despair though - God is merciful and will give us many second chances, but not an endless amount of 
second chances



In the second parable, the owner of the vineyard listens to the gardener and allows the fig tree just one more year to 
produce fruit

So the owner gives the fig tree a set amount of time to turn around and start to produce fruit
We too need to turn around - we too need to turn from sin and produce spiritual fruit in our own lives and those around us
Sometimes we need to figuratively root out things in our lives - maybe there is a sin in your past that has haunted you for 

a large portion of your life - go to Confession and root it out
If we let sin sit in our soul long enough, we start to live out of that lie that we are no good or we start to assume that what 

we did really wasn’t that bad and start to ignore it - either way, Satan is getting the best of us - either we beat 
ourselves up about it or we ignore the problem and let it fester in our soul where it spreads like a slow growing 
cancer

God loves us - He loves us more than we love ourselves - but God is not going to force us to turn away from sin and 
towards Him

God, in his mercy, gives us time to get right with him, but that time is now - We must not assume that there is no hurry - A 
sudden and unexpected death leaves one no time to prepare to settle one's accounts when he or she must stand 
before the Lord on the day of judgment

 Jesus warns us that we must be ready at all times - unrepentant sin has a way of making our lives worse, not better - The 
Lord in his mercy gives us both grace and time to turn away from sin, but that time is right now - If we delay, even 
for a day, we may discover that grace has passed us by and our time is up

This may sound harsh, but what excuse are we going to use when we stand before God? Can we really say to God that 
He should have given us a 245th chance? Are we going to argue that how were we suppose to know that this was 
our last chance?

Do you think child that yells at her mother before going to school only to find out later that her mother was killed in a car 
accident wish she had a second chance to tell her mother how much she loved her?

This is not a fun Gospel - this is not a fun Gospel to preach on - I don’t like it either - I’m guilty as well - but we are in Lent - 
this is the season in which the Church asks us, more than other times during the year - to look within and see how 
it is that our sins, however big or small, are hurting our relationship with God and thus our salvation; and how it is 
hurting our relationships with others

We must not look within on our own - we will despair if we do - we must pray and invite the Holy Spirit to reveal our sinful 
weaknesses, but also to show us the depth of God’s mercy and love

Today, not tomorrow, open yourself up to God’s grace and desire, hunger to grow in righteousness and holiness


