
When I was in college, one day my friend was feeling bad about something he had done so I played him the song Neither 
Do I by Christian singer Twila Paris

The lyrics to the first verse and chorus are: I heard your name today. I heard you made the old mistake again. And it hit 
me hard. I really thought this time, I thought that you would somehow find a way to meet the faith I had in you. And 
I confess I almost lost that faith today. But I was wrong, so wrong...'Cause He will never give up on you. And neither 
will I, neither will I. Know that we still believe in you. And if you will try, if you will try again. He will never give up on 
you. And neither will I, neither will I, my friend.

I don't know why, but for some reason, my friend said the song didn't make him feel any better and he was mad at me for 
playing the song for him

Now if my mother knew about this, she would not be happy - she always telling us not to judge others
And I suppose Matthew 7:1-2 does say, “Stop judging, that you may not be judged. For as you judge, so will you be 

judged, and the measure with which you measure will be measured out to you.”
And if the Bible says so, at least in the matters of faith and morals, it must be true
But as I often tell people in people in the Confessional, even though we can’t judge people - only God knows the state of 

their soul; whether or not they are in a state of grace - we can however, judge their actions
This is what we do all the time in our civil courts - if someone murders someone, we put them in jail because they did 

something evil
However, just because they did something evil, doesn’t mean we can assume they have sinned, are evil themselves, or 

that they are going to hell - only God knows this - only God can see into the human heart
Remember, three things are needed for someone to sin, for a sin to take place - one, the action has to be evil, against the 

Good, against God and God’s love - this is probably kind of obvious - two, the person has to know the action is evil 
- maybe growing up the person had a father and mother who did drugs all the time - they just don’t know any better 
- three, the person has to freely choose the evil action - this comes up a lot when people commit suicide - correct 
me if I’m wrong, some of you who are older, but I believe it used to be that if someone committed suicide, they 
couldn’t be buried in the church cemetery. Killing someone is a grave action, a great evil of an action - this includes 
killing yourself - and to die with unrepented sin on your soul meant you were going to hell - now the Church 
teaching hasn’t changed, but what has changed is our psychological understanding of those who commit suicide - 
even though killing yourself is a grave evil action, it is hard to believe that anyone who kills themselve freely 
chooses to do so - thus it is highly unlikely that anyone who commits suicide commits a sin

So we can judge actions - we can be upset when we or someone we know is treated unfairly or does something evil, but 
we cannot judge the person - only God knows if they have committed a sin and thus the state of their soul

So we can judge their actions, and then pray for them - we can pray that God gives them the grace to change their ways 
and find the happiness and joy they truly seek



We see all of these truths played out in today’s Gospel
The Scribes and Pharisees bring a woman caught in adultery to Jesus as he is teaching the crowd
St. John says they asked as a way of testing Jesus 
This story is so dramatic because not only does Jesus’ life, but also the woman’s life hangs in the balance of Jesus’ 

answer to a question that seems to have no right answers
Blessed Pope John Paul II said the test is this - if Jesus absolves the woman, it could be said that he has transgressed 

the law of Moses, which is important to the Pharisees and scribes - if he condemns her, then it could be said that 
he is inconsistent with His message of mercy towards sinners

Blessed Pope John Paul II says that by writing in the sand and not saying anything, Jesus invites everyone involved to do 
some self-reflection - the woman to the wrong she has done and her accusers to their own faults and failings

I have said it before, but we are human beings, not human doings - our society, sometimes even our church has us doing 
more and more - we need to figure out who we are and what we stand for - this requires quiet, stillness, and 
reflection

God gave us the gift of the Sabbath to rest, to reflect, to be
I don’t know if it is true, but I read somewhere that Donald Trump spends an hour in silence every morning - now I’m 

assuming he’s not praying, (maybe he is) but rather deciding what to do to build his materialistic empire - but this 
shows that reflection and thinking before action works even in the secular realm

How much more should we Christians seek silence and reflection with the Holy Spirit to guide us so that when we do act, 
we are able to act with more precision, focus, energy, dedication, and confidence that God is helping us do what 
we need to do to build up the Kingdom of God

Then Jesus breaks the silence by asking the Scribes and the Pharisees, “Let the one among you who is without sin be the 
first to throw a stone at her.”

Again, Jesus invites them to reflect on their own sins and their own need for mercy
Why is it we always want punishment for others and mercy for ourselves? 
After all of the Scribes and Pharisees leave because of their newfound awareness of their own sins and need for 

forgiveness and mercy, the woman has had the longest time to think and reflect on what she had done
Now, Jesus, who is God, is the one person who could judge her - and He does
He judges that she has had a conversion of heart - thus He tells her, “Neither do I condemn you. Go, and from now on do 

not sin any more.”
This line fascinates me - in just two sentences, in just a few words, Jesus gives the woman forgiveness, mercy, love, 

dignity...all while challenging her to holiness



So often when I feel God’s call to challenge someone on something they did - I either do it to softly - then it seems like I’m 
almost condoning their evil action - or I go in too strongly and I make them anger and then they are even less likely 
to do the right thing

Now I realize Jesus is God, but I think there is so much we can learn from Jesus’ example
Now there are some people who are completely closed off to any correction, but I think in reality this is really a rather 

small group
Most of us have at least an inclining that what they are doing is not right, that there is more we could be doing to live a 

holier life
So for this fifth week of Lent, I want you to try and do something - each morning take two or more minutes of silence - first 

try to clear your mind all of worries and distractions - parents, you may have to set the alarm for 5:57 instead of 
6:00 so that you can do this before the kids get up - at the end of the time, ask God what is one thing you should 
work on that day - then remind yourself throughout the day of what it is that you are going to work on - I know some 
of us do not wear watches anymore, but I know some watches will chime every hour - you could use something like 
that as a reminder throughout the day

Because in the end, holiness is what matters - Paul says to the Philippians, “I consider everything as a loss because of 
the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things and I 
consider them so much rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him.”


