
If you studied the Roman Missal, you would find out that there is a possibility of a homily after each of the two Gospel 
readings

So I’m sure you were highly disappointed when I didn’t give a homily after the first one
The Roman Missal also gives the option of not having any homilies, but I like to hear myself talk
When you think of king, what do you think of? Do you think of a big throne? A big crown with lots of jewels?
Ever since the reign of King David and King Solomon, Israel dreamed of a day when the glory days of the nation of Israel 

would be restored
In the Gospel read at the beginning of Mass we hear about Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a colt - people are obviously 

excited - St. Luke says, “As he rode along, the people were spreading their cloaks on the road; and now as he was 
approaching the slope of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of his disciples began to praise God aloud with 
joy for all the mighty deeds they had seen.”

The people of Jerusalem had heard of the great miracles Jesus had done in other places and they were excited because 
He was here at the capital; He was here in Jerusalem

The people were crying out, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord. Peace in heaven and glory in the 
highest.”

The people were pumped up - they were enthusiastic - Jesus was here in their midst
Now though; think about what Jesus must have been going through
Jesus, in His humanity, must have dreaded sending the Apostles to go get the colt - Jesus knew full what awaited him in 

Jerusalem - betrayal, rejection, and crucifixion - He knew getting the colt would end in His crucifixion - once the 
chain of events started, there was no turning back

Jesus knew how quickly the people of Jerusalem would turn on Him
Now they are ready to hail Jesus as their Messianic King - Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on a colt was a direct fulfillment of 

the Messianic prophecy of Zechariah (9:9): “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. Shout aloud, O daughter of 
Jerusalem. Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, and riding on an ass and upon a colt the 
foal of an ass.”

The colt is a sign of peace - Jesus enters Jerusalem in meekness and humility, as the Messianic King who offers victory 
and peace to his people - even though it was far from peoples’ minds, Jesus knew that victory and peace would be 
secured on the Cross and through the Resurrection 

A week later, in the second Gospel reading from St. Luke’s Gospel, when Pilate, the Roman ruler, tells the crowd that he 
wishes to release Jesus, they cry out, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” - What a difference a week makes!

Right now, by being at Mass, you are the crowd on Palm Sunday crying out, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name 
of the Lord.”



This is true whenever we make Jesus Lord of lives, the King of our lives - this is true when we put God first in our lives 
and trust Him

This is true when, just like the people welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem with much fanfare, we welcome Jesus into our 
homes and our hearts

However, whenever we sin, whenever we put sports or other things ahead of God, we are the crowd a week later yelling, 
“Crucify Him! Crucify Him!”

So which crowd are we going to be?
Are we the crowd that lays our palm branches, our lives, in front of Jesus; or are we the crowd that cries, “Crucify him!”?
I know we would like to believe we are part of the former, but what do our actions say? 
Do we always choose Christ and the path of love and truth - do we live our lives for Christ and the Kingdom of God?
Or do we sometimes choose the path of sin - do we live our lives for ourselves and the Kingdom of Self?
What are our priorities?
Do we make Christ a priority for one hour a week or do we make him a priority all week long?
Is Jesus the King of Kings, the King of our lives all the time?
Does Jesus rule our lives unceasingly?
If we are found guilty, do not despair - we know that Jesus’ earthly ministry does not end in death - we know that the 

Gospel of Luke does not end here
Jesus will rise from the dead giving us the gift of mercy, love, forgiveness, and freedom, authentic freedom
If you haven’t, I can’t encourage you enough to come experience freeing effects of the Sacrament of Reconciliation
This week we have our cluster Communal Reconciliation service - it will be in Fulda on Wednesday at 7 PM
That way, you’ll be ready to fully celebrate the gift of salvation through Jesus Christ’s Resurrection on Easter


