
I am not approving them, but like a lot of college kids of my generation, we played a lot of first person shooter games, 
such as Doom

Personally, as a side note, I think that computer games do not help a young man develop a healthy sense of morality, but I 
think there are far more important influences on the development of young minds such as broken families, 
especially missing fathers - but that is a subject for another time

Anyway, in these first person shooter games, they usually have what is called a god mode which means that nothing can 
hurt you

This makes sense - if you were God, it would make sense that nothing could hurt you
And this is true of the true God - God as God cannot be hurt, at least physically
But the incarnation changed that - God, the Word of God, took on human flesh, took on human nature
Now God, infinite, almighty, infinitely powerful was now in some ways finite - Jesus, God Himself, was now subject to 

getting wrinkles, was now subject to hitting Himself with a hammer in the carpenter shop and having it sting
Why would the infinite Second Person of the Trinity, Jesus, take on our finite human nature and experience? - What a 

crazy, radical thing for God to do
Why would God do this? - we see the reason in the readings we read earlier
In the first reading from Genesis, we see that God created all of creation, including human beings, in a harmony - God 

created everything and saw that it was good, especially human beings - God calls us very good - we alone are 
created in God's image and likeness - we human beings, as male and female, alone are created for our own good - 
everything else is created for our good - pet dogs, the stars, even mosquitoes - not sure how that is, but that is 
what our faith teaches us - obviously this doesn't mean we can squander the natural resources God gave us, but 
we must be good stewards of them - however, we also must take seriously God's command and covenant with 
Adam and Eve to be fruitful and multiply 

In the reading of Exodus, we hear God saving the Israelites from physical slavery - Jesus, by His Resurrection, has given 
us the grace to be freed from spiritual slavery, slavery to sin - Isaiah gives us the hope of being renewed, renewed 
in Christ - St. Paul emphatically tells us that in Christ, we are no longer slaves to sin

Ezekiel tells us that God wants a change of heart - it is OK to give things up, to fast, and to do other religious things, but 
they must be done with the purpose of drawing us closer to Christ

The reason why Christianity is different from all other religions is because Christianity is first about what Christ did for us 
rather than what we can do for God

As St. Paul says to the Romans, we are baptized into Christ's death - but if we are baptized into His death, we are also 
united to Him in His Resurrection 

Can you imagine what it was like that first Easter morning?
Can you imagine going to the tomb, finding the stone rolled away, and no body in the tomb?



This is what to the women found who went to the tomb early that morning
The angels reminded the women that Jesus had told them He was going to be handed over, crucified, and then rise on 

the third day
Can you believe the Apostles didn't believe them? Imagine that, men not believing what the women told them
Peter, however, always the one to do and ask questions later, gets up and runs to the tomb
Luke records that Peter saw the burial cloths alone and then went home amazed
What would be so amazing about just burial cloths?
Well Jesus would have been totally wrapped from head to toe - so people speculate that Peter saw the burial cloths lying 

flat just as they would have been, but without a body inside - in other words, there was no opening in the burial 
cloths where Jesus would have crawled out - think of the blanket on Yoda in Return of the Jedi when Yoda faded 
and joins the force - the blanket just falls down and lays flat as the body under it disappears - so the burial cloths 
were flat, but with no perceived exit for the body - it is as if Jesus' body had just disappeared from inside the cloth

This is what was so amazing about the burial cloths - the burial cloths alone made Peter believe in the Resurrection of 
Jesus 

We too are called to really truly believe in the Resurrection of Jesus - to believe with all our mind, soul, and body - we 
must believe so deeply that we now live for Christ Jesus

Why? - Because God has given us a great gift - Adam and Eve, before the Fall, had eternal life on earth - now, because of 
Jesus' death and Resurrection, we, if we choose to accept, can have eternal life in heaven

In the Exsultet, that really long song I tried to sing at the beginning of Mass, has the line, "O truly necessary sin of Adam, 
destroyed completely by the Death of Christ. O happy fault that earned so great, so glorious a Redeemer."

It is not good that Adam and Eve sinned, but because of them, we now have a Redeemer, Jesus Christ, who offers us the 
greater gift of eternal life in heaven - Jesus says to us - "I will not restore you to paradise, but I will enthrone you in 
heaven."

This is truly a great reason to rejoice - to praise God - to cry out "Christ has risen! Alleluia!"


