
As a seminarian I would have priests tell me they enjoyed funerals a lot more than weddings because there is a lot less 
drama - I, however, have come to disagree with this - I would much rather do a wedding than a funeral

Don’t get me wrong - I have had some amazing times with families during this hard and special time after having lost a loved 
one - however, I find doing funeral preparations an un-fun task - this is probably for several reasons - none of which is 
the families fault

One reason is because everyone wants to image and believe their loved one is in heaven - sometimes people come with 
joyful readings and music - sometimes not even church music - even if you feel like rejoicing and celebrating the 
deceased’s life, there may be others who need to grieve - we pray that they are in heaven, but the funeral Mass is to 
pray for the repose of the soul incase they are still in Purgatory - really the wake and the reception are better places to 
celebrate and remember the good times and points in the deceased person’s life - we need to pray for the repose of 
soul of the deceased because as good as the person may have been, we can’t judge their soul - only God does that - 
only God knows the state of their soul at the moment of death - so to be better safe than sorry, we send prayers up to 
heaven on behalf of the deceased - our praying for the repose of their souls is a great gift to them - the funeral Mass 
is in some ways our begging God to let their soul out of Purgatory and into heaven - to not pray for them is a great 
disservice - no one wants to be in Purgatory any longer than they have to - once you are in Purgatory, you are 
guaranteed to eventually go to heaven, but you need to be purified and made perfect first - and the prayers of those 
on earth can help make that happen

Another reason is because I have a hard time relating - I can’t completely empathize with what people are going through - I 
lost my Aunt Gladys when I was young, but I was too young to know what was going on - the same was even more 
true when my Grandma Vogel died - When my Grandpa Wilson died, I was in Germany on World Youth Day in 2005 - 
I remember talking to my mom and asking if I should come home, but she said no - so I didn’t get to go through the 
grieving process at the funeral - I didn’t have to process in real time the loss of my grandfather

But biggest reason I don’t like funeral planning is because death is morbid and sad - and this is right - we instinctively know 
that death is wrong - we see the fight to survive even in nature - whether it is a fish flopping around or two lions 
fighting over food

Even human babies struggle and fight to live - this is true even during an abortion - if you have had an abortion, God still 
loves you - your baby is an eternal soul - if you have had an abortion, or even a miscarriage, I encourage you to give 
your child a name and ask for his or her intercession - pray to them and ask for their intercession with God - if you 
have had an abortion or encouraged someone else to get one, God loves you and wants to give you His forgiveness, 
peace, and love - I encourage you to make an appointment with a priest and go to confession - I promise the relief of 
having this mortal sin removed with lighten your spiritual load - God wants so much to give you this forgiveness and 
peace - God loves you even if you have made this choice in the past

We do - we instinctively know that death is not right - and it isn’t - God created the universe to support life - it was only when 
Adam and Eve disobeyed God - tried to become gods themselves - it was only when they had sinned that death 



entered the universe - it was not a part of God’s original creation - God created the universe without death - Adam and 
Eve were created to live forever - to eat from the tree of life

However, out of mercy, God allowed us to die once sin entered the world - God does not desire our dying - He does not 
desire death - He desires us to live - life is a great gift from God - we should do the most with the life God has given 
us - however, living forever in a fallen world, a world where sin exists, some ways would be infinite agony

Instead because of Jesus, we have the chance to rise again - we have the chance to cheat death; to cheat the Devil
In the first reading Elijah raises a widow’s son from death - Elijah prays and then after three times, breath returns to the boy’s 

body
In the Gospel, Jesus approaches the body of a widow’s son that is being carried through the city on the way to the cemetery 

- He yells, “Young man, I tell you, arise!”
Even though they came back from the dead that day, these two young men eventually died again
However, in Christ, even in death, we live again - in Christ - we too can rise from the dead and have life abundantly - we can 

live for an eternity not on earth, but in heaven forever
Because of Christ death and resurrection - if we choose to accept God’s love, to do His will in our lives and avoid sin - then 

we can live forever in the exchange of love between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
Jesus took on human nature so that we can take on divine nature
We can participate in Christ’s divine life even now
We do so when we receive the sacraments, especially Confession and Eucharist
At the Mass there is a thin veil between heaven and earth
The Mass especially is given to us to prevent our spiritual death - it is meant to give us spiritual life
This past week I received an anonymous letter
<read the letter and comment>
This is the last time I pay attention to an anonymous letter - I would love to dialogue with them - I would love to discuss this 

with them, but I can’t since I don’t know who it is - if you, or someone you know, are going to give me suggestions on 
how I can improve, please have the guts to attach your name to your comments so I can take them seriously and 
discuss with you exactly what you mean

As I explained, a lot of the letter comes out of misunderstanding of what I said or lack of knowledge about what the Eucharist 
really is

However, one thing we CAN take from the letter is to ask ourselves, when we are at Mass, “Are we spiritually alive and 
participating or are spiritually dead?”

Jesus wants to raise us from our spiritual death and He did so beginning with our Baptism
So are you going to allow Him to raise you to spiritual life, eventually eternal life in heaven, or are you going to remain 

spiritually dead?
Christ says to you, “Young man, young woman, I tell you, arise!” - Are you going to arise or remain dead?


