
Tell me if this sound vaguely familiar
“Mom, can we get a Super Nintendo?”
“No, I don’t want you guys wasting your time on video games.”
“Please. We’ll help pay for it.”
“No.”
“You guys are so unfair. Everyone else has one. Everyone else’s parents bought them one. You never do anything for us.”
One time that was the wrong thing to say
My mom kind of lost it and explained very clearly all that she does for us every day
I think we often treat God the same way
I think we grossly underestimate God
I think there are two pertinent questions: One, do we really know and understand what God has done for us? Two, what is to be 

our response?
In the first reading, God is not very happy with King David
King David, despite all that God had given Him, desired someone else’s wife - so he did - and afterwards, out of anger, he had 

her husband killed
Just so you know, these things, as with all sin, do not make God very happy
So God sent the prophet Nathan to King David to reawaken King David’s conscience to the fact that he had sinned
King David had forgotten or ignored all God had done for him - this caused him to sin against Bathsheba, Uriah, and God
Notice King David’s response to Nathan’s accusations - did King David try and pin the blame on someone or something else? 

Did he say it was Bathsheba’s fault? Did King David try and make excuses for his behavior?
No, he humbling admitted his wrong doing - he didn’t try and wiggle out of his responsibility for his own actions
He just said, “I have sinned against the Lord.” - Because King David readily admitted his sins, God forgave him - however, if 

you read on in the Bible, you will find out that King David was still punished for his sins
This is because, even though he was forgiven, he still needed the punishment to help reform his soul
Usually our parents get over what we did wrong somewhat quickly - however, they punish us for our good - so that we will think 

twice about doing something wrong next time - they punish us to make us better persons
Again, the key here is humility - in order to receive the grace God wants to give us, we need humility - humility to first admit we 

did something wrong and humility to accept the correction God wants to give us so that we can be even more holy in the 
future

The woman in the Gospel demonstrates this humility so well, especially in contrast to Simon, the Pharisee
She knew and understood what Jesus had done for her - This woman was a public sinner - she was probably battered down - 

her self image had been in shambles - she had no self-worth - her spirit was wounded
But she then heard Jesus preaching the Good News and hope sprang up within her - maybe she was worth something - maybe 

she didn’t have live this life of being used as an object
She realized that Jesus, and only Jesus, could give her all this and more - He could forgive her of her sins, her past



Jesus gave her the hope and understanding that God doesn’t care about our past - He just desires us to be contrite and sorry 
for our past sins - only then can we be free to live a life of freedom, a life of freedom in the joy of the love of God - she 
knew that Jesus could fulfill her longing for love and sense of belonging - things she had been trying to satisfy in all the 
wrong places

The woman knew and understood what Jesus could do all of this for her - and because of that she goes to Jesus uninvited, 
bathes Jesus’ dirty dusty feet with her tears, wipes them with her own hair, kisses them in innocent affection and 
gratitude, and anoints them

Out of love for all that Jesus has given her, she gives Jesus the best that she has - an expensive flask of ointment to anoint his 
feet - in gratitude she gives her best back to Jesus for all He has done for her

In humility and repentance, she lavishly serves the one who showed her the mercy and forgiveness of God
Simon, the Pharisee, doesn’t understand what Jesus can do for him - therefore, he doesn’t understand the actions of the 

woman - Simon judges not only the woman, but Jesus as well - Simon judges Jesus for even letting this woman touch 
Him

So Jesus tries to explain to Simon - Jesus tells the short parable of the two debtors - Simon answers correctly that the one 
whose larger debt is forgiven would love the creditor more

Jesus then compares Simon’s response His presence to that of the woman
Even though Simon was the one who invited Jesus to his house, it was the woman who showed the greatest love - why? - 

because she knew what Jesus could do for her - she knew the great debt she had been forgiven her by Jesus
It is only when we realize just how great the debt that was paid for us by Jesus on the Cross, that we can respond to Jesus with 

the love that He deserves
If we just walk around thinking that we’re pretty good people and therefore there God has to let us into heaven, a lot of us might 

be in for a big shock when we die
Jesus did not say the path to heaven is wide - He said the path to hell is wide
We, myself especially, need to walk up and smell the coffee - we need to realize just how much we are in debt - how great of 

sinners we really are - because, like the woman, it is only when we realize how much we owe Jesus that we can really 
start to love Jesus as we should

It is only then that we can start to be radical and scandalous in our love for Jesus
For the woman to let down her hair would have been scandalous in that society 2000 years ago - are we willing to do 

something scandalous like a read a Bible in a public place or pray in a public place to show God our love and gratitude 
for all He has done for us?

Are we going to accept or reject God’s mercy? Are we going to be like Simon and falsely think we don’t need God’s mercy? Or 
are we going to be like the woman and be humble, receive God’s love and mercy and then love God back all the more?

Are we growing in pride or in God’s love?


