
Have you ever had that awkward moment when you are caught talking to yourself?
As the curtain raises on today’s Gospel, Jesus is praying in solitude
But Jesus is God - so is He talking to Himself?
No, God is three persons in One God - So Jesus is talking to God the Father through God the Holy Spirit
So if Jesus, who is God, is praying, how much more we, who are not God, should be praying
I’m convinced that if more people prayed, went to Confession, and visited a spiritual director, psychiatrists would have a lot 

less business
I think if we prayed more, we would have a better sense of who we are - that seems to be a question for lots of people these 

days: “Who am I?”
In a secular world, we have lost the sense that through faith, we are first and foremost sons and daughters of God
We forget that we were Baptized into Christ
We have lost this sense because God has been taken out of the public arena - so many of us don’t have a sense of who 

God is
I think some of us picture God as a tyrant who prevents us from having fun - Why do I need that on my conscience? - thus I’ll 

just not believe in God - I think many people just figure they aren’t sure if God exists, and if He did, He would just be 
an inconvenience on how I spent my time and resources

In today’s Gospel, Jesus asks His disciples who the crowds say that He is
They tell him that some think He is John the Baptist - others the great prophet of the Old Testament, Elijah - others said 

some other ancient prophet
Then Jesus poses the most important question - “Who do you say that I am?” - who is Jesus for you?
If Jesus is an over bearing authority figure who is sometimes between you and fun?
Is God a tyrant, there to judge and punish you? Who is God to you?
Peter, always one to speak first and think last, blurts out that Jesus is “The Christ of God.”
Here Peter actually gets it right - Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah - both mean “the anointed one” - the first one is Greek and 

the other is Hebrew
Again, they were looking for the Messiah to free them from earthly Roman rule, not from sin and its hold on their lives
So Jesus had to explain and transform their understanding of the Messiah, the Son of Man
He came to suffer greatly, be killed, but then rise again
He came to be pierced by nails and a sword; He came to be a fountain to purify us from our sins
But the disciples didn’t get this and neither would others - that is why Jesus tells Peter not to tell anyone
If the word got out that He was the Christ, the Messiah, people would just assume He would fit their description - namely that 

He had come to overthrow the Romans from ruling over the Jews
That is why Jesus immediately after this, Jesus explains to the disciples that hear Peter’s proclamation exactly what being 

the Messiah, the Christ, entails - it is a little different than what they’re thinking



He tells them that being the Christ entails suffering greatly, being rejected, killed, but then rising on the third day
This is why Jesus, the Christ, came - to first save us from sin and Satan
In order to do this, there was not a battle to be fought with spears, but a battle to be won by suffering, death, and resurrection
Jesus calls His disciples and us to do the same
Jesus didn’t come to make our lives easy and free of problems and concerns
Instead, He came to give us the grace to endure our problems and hardships
Jesus says in order to follow Him, we must deny ourselves - we must take up our cross daily
Just because we can do something or can afford to do something, doesn’t mean we should or that God wants us to
Sometimes denial is good for us - it builds character and detachment from earthly finite things - thus we can be more open 

and free to attachment to infinite spiritual things
Jesus said that the one who wishes to save his life will lose it, but who ever loses his life for Jesus’ sake will save it
Yesterday, we celebrated the memorial of Sir Thomas Moore and Bishop John Fisher
If you remember your Western Civilization history, Henry VIII wanted to divorce his wife Catherine because no male heir to 

the throne of England had been born
However, the Pope said no, so Henry decided he would start his own church, which became the Anglican Church or the 

Church of England - know here in the US as the Episcopal Church
All of Henry’s government leaders supported the break from the Catholic Church, including all of the bishops, except for Sir 

Thomas Moore and Bishop John Fisher
Sir Thomas Moore couldn’t in good conscience support Henry’s divorce to Catherine and marriage to Anne Boleyn
Now, Henry had Sir Thomas Moore put in prison because of Thomas’ conscience - Now Sir Thomas Moore could have gone 

with the plan, against his conscience, making the excuse that it wasn’t that big of a deal and it would be good for him 
to be there at home with his children and his wife

All of this is depicted in a great, great movie called “A Man for All Season” - a must see
In the movie, a fellow statesman says to Thomas Moore that he should change his mind - Thomas Moore replies, “If you go 

to heaven for voting for your conscience and I go to hell for voting against my conscience, will you visit me in hell?”
When the King realized he wasn’t going to change their minds, he had Thomas Moore and Bishop John Fisher beheaded - 

right before he was beheaded, Thomas Moore said, “I die the king’s good servant, but God’s first.”
How far are we willing to go for the truth of Christ? Or are we willing to make compromises to the truth for the sake of 

comfort, for false peace, for our reputation?
Are we willing to lose maybe not our lives, but these other small symbolic things every day for the sake of Christ? We won’t 

be (ready to make that sacrifice) if we don’t first pray - we need to pray everyday for the grace, strength, and fortitude 
to lose our lives, reputations, and comfort for the sake of Christ - then we will save our lives, then we know that God’s 
saving grace is alive in our souls


