
My junior year of college I did an internship at IBM in Rochester. I remember after the first couple of days, I started thinking, 
“This is it? I get up, get ready, and go to work at 8. Work until 5. Come home. Eat dinner. Relax a little. Go to bed. And 
then rinse and repeat the next day - Is this what all my years of schooling was working up to? This is what all of my life is 
going to consist of?” - I started to wonder if was really all it was cracked up to be

However, after the first week, I think I counted only two night in the next seven months that I stayed home during the evening - I 
went out every night with other interns who quickly became friends - I also blew through more money than I should have 
- however, I was young and dumb and too few financial responsibilities

Even though I only felt that way for a week, I know others have struggled with that feeling for much longer - it would seem that 
this is also how the author of the book of Ecclesiastes felt - “Vanity of vanities! All things are vanity!” - this is the Word of 
God - so it must be true - I think the truth of these statements is the idea that we are born with nothing and when we die, 
we can’t take any material wealth with us - the author forces us to ask ourselves what it is we are working so hard for - 
what are we toiling for - are we working for things that will turn to dust or are we working for immaterial things that will 
last for an eternity such as friendships and love of God and neighbor - are we being selfish or selfless

I think this last question applies to what happened in the Gospel - my dad sells farm real estate - let me tell you, things are a lot 
better now than they were when I was growing up in the eighties - we had some tight years in there - anyway, sometimes 
my dad has had to handle people’s estates because the farm was part of it - sometimes it would be a real mess - one 
son wants to sell right away, another sibling wants to hold out for more money, a third sibling would think think he or she 
was getting cheated out of some money or a certain portion of the property

This kind of infighting is what Jesus is up against in today’s Gospel - a person comes to him and asks that Jesus tell his brother 
to share the inheritance with him

Jesus basically tells him to not be so greedy - who knows; maybe the brother had a right to some of it - even so, Jesus looks 
into his heart and sees greed, not a desire for justice - Jesus says to guard against greed

Our family is suppose to be some of our strongest bonds - but greed can easily destroy these bonds - greed divides, love unites
Jesus then explains to the man the problem of greed by telling a parable - in the parable, notice Jesus does not fault the rich 

man for his industriousness and skill in acquiring wealth, but rather for his egoism and selfishness
Money is not inherently evil - but in our fallenness, we can easily become attached to it
I believe the poor have an advantage over the rich - since the poor are not self sufficient in material things, they are more open 

to the idea that they are not self sufficient in spiritual things - they are more open to the idea that that they need a Savior, 
that they need Jesus Christ

Rich people seem to be self sufficient in material wealth - thus, they can become attached to the idea that they don’t need 
anyone’s help - this pride, this arrogance, prevents them from recognizing that they too need a Savior - that when it 
comes to defeating sin their lives, they too need Jesus, they too need the cleansing blood that Jesus won for us on the 
Cross

The best way to combat greed is to give away our material wealth - it begins the process of transferring our trust from our 
selves and our money, to God



Also, it is in giving that we receive
By why should we give? - does God really need our money? - yes and no - God is God - He could supernaturally provide 

material things for His Church and His people - sometimes He does do this - usually though, we have to buy from 
business the things we use - for example, the things we use at Mass: wine, candles, chalices, vestments - they don’t just 
miraculously appear in the sacristy - so usually, the Church and other charitable organizations need money to do their 
ministry in a world that uses money

But the main reason we should give is not for the Church’s good or the charitable organization's good, but for our good
God loves us - He desires us to be with Him forever in Heaven - He desires this more than we can image - so even if God does 

not need money, He does greatly desire our souls, our holiness, our salvation
Greed and holiness cannot co-exist - greed steers us towards making money and worldly possessions our god - we begin to 

believe the lie that material wealth can bring us happiness - pretty soon, there is no room left in our hearts for God - 
pretty soon we trust in our money and possessions instead of trusting in God

So giving our material wealth away prevents this from happening - the more we give away, the more detached we become to it 
- the more detached we become, the more the Holy Spirit becomes alive in our hearts - as greed leaves our heart, the 
more holy we become - the more holy we become, the more ready we are for our salvation, the more ready we are for 
heaven when the time comes

We also need to remember that we didn’t bring anything into the world and we will take nothing with from this world when we 
die - all we have is gift - even our very existence is a gift from God - so all we have, our talents, our gifts that allow us to 
work and accumulate wealth is a gift from God - in some ways all our material wealth belongs to God - He is just loaning 
it to us - as Jesus says, our lives do not consist of possessions

A family I knew in Rochester understood this - this family I knew lost almost everything in a fire - however, the husband was just 
glad no one in the family was injured - they just picked up what they could out of the rubble and moved on - there was no 
grieving over what was lost - they knew that it was just stuff - they still had the important things - each other

Just like the farmer in the Gospel, just like this family in Rochester, we don’t know when our material wealth may be taken from 
us - we don’t know when our very lives will be taken from us - it is all gift - gifts from God - so when we do give to the 
Church or a charitable organization, we are just giving what He first gave us

There are things that fires or death cannot take away - memories, relationships, helping the poor, going on a date with our 
spouse, spending time with God in prayer, spending time with our children - in our ultimate destination, heaven or hell, 
these are worth a lot more than a million dollars - thus as Christians, our priorities, how we spend our time, how we 
spend our money, should reflect this

So this is the question: are we rich in what matters to God or are we rich in what matters to the world?


